7 Sayings: Thirst (5 of 7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Tell us about the time you drank something gross..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
We are looking at the Words Jesus spoken from the cross. Q- What are the 4 sayings we have covered so far? [Father forgive them for they know not what they do, Today you will be with me in Paradise, Dear Woman behold your son – Son behold your mother, My God My God why have you forsaken me]
This week we remember a short saying. Jesus said “I thirst.” Q- What does this scripture mean to you?
We talked about the Dual Nature of Christ last week. Q- Can someone explain the Dual Nature? [Fully God & Fully Man]  Q- Why is it important that Jesus be fully man?  [Is the blood of a human Jesus important?]
There are those who declare that Jesus was a man, but not God - This is called Ebionism. There are also those who declare that Jesus was God, but not man - This is called Docetism.  We see clearly in Scripture that Jesus is Fully God & Fully man, and if you have questions about this please let us know. We would be happy to discuss scripture with you.

Galatians 4 tells us why the humanity of Jesus is important. He was born of a woman under the law to redeem those under the law.  Born under the law of God, all humans are guilty of transgressing that law. Only a perfect human—Jesus Christ—could perfectly keep the law and perfectly fulfill the law, thereby redeeming us from that guilt.

Jesus had to be fully human because God established the necessity of the shedding of blood for the remission/forgiveness of sin. Q- Why weren’t the blood of animals enough for our sins?  [Hebrews 10:4]
The blood of animals, although acceptable on a temporary basis as a foreshadowing of the blood of the perfect God-Man, was insufficient for the permanent remission of sin. As Hebrews 10 says “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins”. Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, sacrificed His human life and shed His human blood to cover the sins of all who would call on Him. If He were not human, this would have been impossible.

Q- What does it mean to you personally for our High Priest, Jesus, to be able feel our weaknesses and temptations like Hebrews 4:15 declares?

Only a human could sympathize with our weaknesses and temptations. In His humanity, Jesus was subjected to all the same kinds of trials that we are, and He is, therefore, able to sympathize with us and to aid us. He was tempted; He was persecuted; He was poor; He was despised; He suffered physical pain; and He endured the sorrows of a lingering and most cruel death. Only a human being could experience these things, and only a human being could fully understand them through experience.  …Jesus understands you & loves you.
Q- Jesus was thirsty and they gave him Vinegar/Sour wine. Why did they do this?   [psalm 69:21]
Jesus was thirsty and obviously needed water and they mocked Him by giving him vinegar. You can imagine they laughed at Jesus’ reaction. In His need they mocked Him. Q- Compare that with this saying from Jesus, the living water, to a woman at the well… “who ever drinks the water I give them will never thirst again.”  What do you think of this? How does it make you feel when compared to his treatment on the cross?
Internal Q- Jesus is the living water. He is fully God & man & understands you. He is enough for our thirst. He is enough for our sin. He is enough for our redemption.  He tells us even now “who ever drinks the water I give them will never thirst again.”  {Pray}
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Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

John 19:28-29 NIV 28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.
1 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
Galatians 4:4-7 (NIV) God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.
Hebrews 9:22 (NIV) the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
Hebrews 10:4-5 (NIV) It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Therefore… Christ came into the world…
Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
Psalm 69:21 (NIV) They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst.
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