
Answer for Tough Questions :Satan & Evil (4)     
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Favorite/Least Favorite villain or monster from movies or books?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture

Q- Who is Satan?  Does he have any other names?
Satan, Beelzebub, Lucifer, devil, dragon, evil one, enemy, father of lies, god of this age, prince of the power of the air, ruler of darkness, serpent… and many more names are given to this adversary. 
Q- What is Satan? Is Satan the opposite of God?
God is Good and Satan is evil, but Satan is not the opposite of God. God is all powerful and Lucifer is an Arch Angel. God is all knowing and omnipresent and Lucifer is not. God will defeat Satan every time.
Q- What does Satan look like?

Our culture leads us to think Satan is dressed in read with a goatee and pitch fork, but remember He’s an Angel. 2 Corinthians 11:14 tells us about his appearance. He is an example of the phrase “looks can be deceiving.”
Q- Where is Satan right now?


Is he in heaven still? Is he cast down in the pit? Is he on the earth? Let’s preface our answer by telling you others may disagree with this stance, and that’s ok. This isn’t a salvation issue.  So here goes…
We know Satan is supposed to be cast out of heaven and at some point end up in a pit. According to Job, Satan still has access to heaven and God. According to the Gospels, he and his followers have access to this world. In Revelation it tells us that Satan will be cast out at the beginning of the Tribulation. We figure this means cast out of heaven and into the earth. It is after the Tribulation has ended that he is cast into pit where he will stay for a thousand years… but then he will be released for a season.
Q- What do you think the Bible means when it says Satan is the “ruler of this world” or “god oh this world?” 
When John & Paul mention “the world”, they are referring to evil deceitful world system that opposes God. He is not inferring that Satan has ultimate control of what goes on in the world realm. God is the lord and ruler of all the hosts of heaven and earth, and none is as mighty as He. 

Q- Did God create Evil?  Did He create Satan to be Evil?

We read Geneses 1:31 and it told us God created everything good – not evil. We have no record of God creating evil, but this line of thinking always asks – can you have good without evil?  God did created humans that had free will. He created them “good” and they chose evil. Likewise God did not make Satan or his demon followers evil, but sometime between creation and the fall of man some of the angels rebelled against God. Angels must have free will also…
Q- What does Satan want? 

Satan was cast out for his prideful thinking that he could make himself like God. He and his Demons are still at work and are doing all they can to thwart God’s kingdom coming. Satan’s goal in all he does is to oppose God. He uses lies (John 8:44), deception (Revelation 12:9), murder (Psalm 106:37), and any other elusive means to stop God’s will of men coming to salvation. He is, “the thief (who) comes only to steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10). Yet his power is limited. In the story of Job, he could do only what God allowed him to (Job 1:12, Job 2:26). 
Q- What does this mean for us? In light of the gospel, what are some applications that we can draw from this?
In light of these truths, we must not live our lives and act like there is not a spiritual reality that we can’t see. As Westerners this is something that is a great temptation because of our scientific mindset. Just as Jesus said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns,” we must realize that we aren’t just against people who don’t hold the same views as us in this world, but that we are in a spiritual war against Satan. We must realize that he is the one feeding lies to our friends, family, and enemies, and that he is the opposition that actually has some power.

But, we must also remember that we are not to fear him. Jesus says that, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” (Mat 28:18) and that He is, “far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come (Ephesians 1:21). This God is for us so who could be against us? We also already know the end of the war. We know that God wins the heavenly battle against Satan and his demons (Revelation 12:7-12.
And finally, this allows us to have more insight into effective prayer lives. Satan is living and active, but we can pray in Christ’s name to send him away. When we struggle with sin, we can pray against Satan’s. We can also pray for God to loosen Satan’s grip on our loved ones. The spiritual and eternal reality is that our main enemy is Satan, so we must pray in faith that God would work in mighty ways, for His glory, to abolish the works of the deceiver. 

Q- Do you have any questions about Satan and Evil?
Q- {Internal} Have you been living life like there is a spiritual reality? Do you realize that there is good and evil all around you? Do you understand that when you choose sin that the worst part is not the act, but that we choose something else instead of God? Are you going to choose God tonight?
Vision:  Satan is the Bad guy and he loses. God is the Good guy and He wins. Choose who you will serve.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply

       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject,  Keep it short, & Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:31 (KJV)

God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good
Isaiah 14:12-15 (NIV) 

12 How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. 14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 15 But you are brought down to the realm of the dead, to the depths of the pit.

2 Corinthians 11:14 (NIV)
Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.
Revelation 12:9 (NIV)

9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.

Revelation 20:1-3 (NIV)
20 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

Matthew 16:22-23 (NIV)

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
