Can you relate (1 of 5): 
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:
· ICEBREAKER:   Tell us about a time you felt alone..
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

The English Poet, John Donne, once wrote – “No man is an island, entire of itself… any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved with mankind.”  Q- What do you think of this? Agree disagree?
Q- Can life be lived without connection to others?  ..Does anyone have any personal lessons on this?
Q- What are some things we can’t survive without? We need these things to live…
God brought man into an abundant world.  The garden where God placed man was filled with everything that the man would need for life.  The world on which he was placed had an overabundance of everything to fulfill purpose and provision.  The record of creation reads that God declared every single thing He created as good.  

God made the seas and declared the work good.  God made the animal kingdom and declared the work good. God would create, and then declare His creation good.  The only thing God declared NOT GOOD was when He looked into the Garden and saw the man there alone.  
A person, solitary in their existence and solitary in their purpose, according to God, is not good.  Q- Do you agree? Why?
God assigned Adam a long process of cataloging and naming the animal kingdom.   And in the entire animal kingdom there was not found a suitable companion for the man.   According to Genesis our relationship with the animal kingdom was much different prior to the Fall.  It seems that some animals, like the serpent, were capable of speech.   And according to God’s conversation with Noah, it was not until after the Flood that there was fear between the animals and man.   Yet there was not found a suitable companion for man.  

The man in the Garden had all he needed for provision and purpose.  The man had an abundance of things with which to satisfy his intellect and curiosity.  Yet as long as he was alone God declared that his existence was not good.  God was illustrating that we need connection. There is no viable substitute for a real relationship.

Q- Do people use “things” to fill the place of relationship? If so what?  Q- Have you ever done this? Share

You might say “I have trouble with Human relationships… but all I need is a relationship with God.” Adam walked and talked openly with God.  Prior to the Fall, Adam had a relationship with God unlike anything we can conceive.  Open communication & interaction with no sin barrier.  He experienced God in a way we can only dream.   And yet apparently, that depth of relationship with God did not suffice and take the place of a significant human relationship.  

We sing praise songs that say things like “All I need Is You Lord” when the Genesis account would suggest otherwise.   Q- This is a shocking idea.  We need God, but we also need people. Christians haven’t always acted with this knowledge. Why?

Q- What are the greatest commands according to Jesus.  How do they relate to this topic?

Jesus expresses the idea that we are to have relationship with God and each other. Having one relationship without the other was inadequate.  Humans were created for relationship – With God, With People.   Over the next 4 weeks we will look at 4 primary relationships God, Family, the Church, & Friends.
Internal Q-  Of the four primary relationships which one is hardest for you?  God, Family, Church, Friends. Which one is thriving?  Which one is lacking? Do you have an unhealed hurt from a relationship?  Do you know God can and wants to heal you - Mind, body, & spirit? {PRAY}
Vision: We were created for relationship – With God, With people.  Go build a relationship this week.
(Tell people that you were at Connect Group tonight.  Send out a social media message… build up some CG Buzz.)
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.
no big red beards
We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

Just kidding… Red Beards are ok. Scott Calm down.
We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Genesis 2:7-10 15-18 (NIV) 7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden….

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV) 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Questions about RELATIONSHIPS or other faith issues?

Text to our anonymous chat line – 214 856 0550
