Can you relate to God? (2 of 5): 
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:
· ICEBREAKER:   Share a time when you interacted with someone you had nothing in common with…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

Q- How do relationships start? Is there a catalyst? If so… what?

By and large we form relationships on the basis of commonality.  Shared experiences, values, and opinions. 

Q- Tell us about someone you become friends with based on commonality. 
The Bible gives us the basis for relationships in Amos 3:3.  In order to walk together two individuals must have agreement.  Q- What are some things we need to agree on to walk together?  Q- How do you walk with someone that is completely alien, distinct, and different from you? 

This is the big challenge in building a relationship with God. We don’t always agree.  He is Holy… His ways & thoughts are higher... No matter how hard we try, how much we pray, worship, attend church services… it remains true that we don’t always agree with God. We don’t have time to really do this point justice… Let’s just say the difference in how God is and what God does and how I am and what I do is so vast that there is not a geographical distance on earth that aptly compares our difference.  We lack commonality with God…
Q- Have you ever had difficulty relating to God? Share..   

Q- Why did God create man?  (Revelation 4:11 Man was created for God’s pleasure)

Remember that we are created for relationship and the very first relationship man enjoyed was with God! The distance between us was not always so vast.  The fall that took place in the Garden of Eden robbed us of much… chief being an open holy relationship with creator God. Over the next few weeks we will talk about other important relationships family, friends, & church… but we will focus 1st on the God to Man relationship.  It is the 1st relationship we see in Scripture and should be the 1st relationship in our lives now.

Q- Might there be a benefit of putting a relationship with God 1st in importance? Why?

Much human relationship damage is caused by an absence of a vibrant God relationship.  When God is not active in our life we attempt to draw from human relationships what only God can provide.   We make incredible demands on our friends, family, children, and spouses, in an attempt to get from them what we should be getting from a relationship with God.  
Since we know we were created for relationship with God as well as with other humans we know relationship with God is possible.  God does not create need in us that does not have legitimate fulfillment.  He is not cruel and He does not tease us. Q- Give an example of a need that God creates in us that he also fulfills. (rest/sleep)  

Every need created in us has a legitimate fulfillment.  So does our need for relationship with God. …But there is this vast space between us & every human attempt to bridge that space fails.  Religion is the story of humanity trying to close the gap between us and God and thereby have the relationship with Him we crave. We need more than an organizing of our beliefs… We have need for Relationship.  {Read Religion Checklist}
Q- Who & what was Jesus? (Phillipians 2:6)
Jesus Christ is the God of Creation coming to us when we couldn’t come to Him. We no longer lack commonality with God. God came across the divide and became a man.  God came closer and became poor. God came closer and became sin.  God wants to come closer and live within you… Are you ready?
Internal Q-  Do you have trouble relating to God? Have you invited Him to live within you? What is keeping you from making that decision?  Have you found religion but not relationship? Has God been wanting to come closer but you haven’t allowed Him? Can you open your heart right now to Him? Pray to Him.. You can do it silently if that makes you more comfortable… but DO pray to Him right now. {Silent Space, PRAY}
Vision: We were created for relationship – With God, With people.  God has come near.
(Tell people that you were at Connect Group tonight.  Send out a social media message… build up some CG Buzz.)
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.


We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
I Peter 1:16 Be Holy for I am Holy; says the Lord.
Isaiah 55:8-9 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”

declares the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Phillipians 2:6 Christ, Who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to cling to, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
Acts 17:26 God did this (Creation) so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.
 Hinduism is an endless cycle of reincarnation that breeds despair. 

 Islam demands a rigid adherence to endless laws that only serve to highlight the distance and difference 

 between us and deity. 

 Buddhism teaches that we will never actually touch deity, we will simply be absorbed into it.
 Every sin sacrifice of Judaism simply delayed the un-crossable void between us and God.

 Only in Christianity do you see God bridging the gap so He can relate to us and we to Him.

Questions about RELATIONSHIPS or other faith issues?

Text to our anonymous chat line – 214 856 0550
