Can you relate to Family? (3 of 5): 
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:
· ICEBREAKER:   Tell us about someone OUTSIDE of our Connect Group that you interact with daily.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

Q- How are family relationships different from other relationships?
Q- What do you think of this phrase – You can choose your friends but you can’t choose your family.
Family is unlike any other relationship. We choose who we interact with & to what degree in every other relationship. We decide if we will interact and to what degree with God, friends, and the world around  us. But we don’t really get that choice with family. We do not get to choose our parents, siblings, aunts or uncles. While we choose to bring children into the world, as every parent knows, they soon become their own individual and we must interact with them.  

Q- In light of this, how important is Amos 3:3?     …Is it challenging to walk in agreement with family? How?
When it comes to family we must forge agreements.  We are with them daily and our life affects them and their life affects us.  Adding to the complexity is the fact that the idea of family has fundamentally changed.

There are more single parent homes now.  Because of the economy, the cost of establishing a life, more and more young adults are once again living with parents. As the population ages it is becoming more common for senior citizens to reside for a while with their adult children.  

Q- What are essential agreements that must exist in a family for there to be harmony and blessing for all?

Family was intended and designed by God. Four times in scripture we are told how family is to form and function. We read it tonight in Matthew 19:5, but let’s read it again.
There are 2 steps. The 1st step is LEAVE. Cut the apron strings. Turn loose of daddy’s hand. Step out on your own. Part of God’s plan for family is to LEAVE. There are scores of families in trouble because the individual founding the family failed at this simple level.  Q- Why the struggle in Leaving? (Empty nesters input) 

The King James Version Bible uses this archaic word “cleave”. Step 1 is LEAVE. Step 2 is CLEAVE.  Leave mom and dad and cleave to a spouse.  Literally, cling so tightly to them as to become one with them.

The order of these steps is important. Leaving must precede cleaving! Many cannot become one with their spouse because they cannot emotionally, psychologically, and in some extreme cases, physically, leave the home they grew up in. Success as a parent is when you have raised a child that is able to step out into life on their own, carrying with them the values and truths that are vital and fundamental.  

Ephesians shares some Family Framework. It starts with God – Read Eph 5:1. In our relationships we are to imitate God as a child imitates those he admires.   Before we are parents, siblings, or spouses, we are to be children of God… so in awe of our Father we try to imitate Him.  God 1st and then marriage – Read Eph 5:25.   And then Children Eph 6:1  Q- This order is important How might getting these out of order effect the family? Q- How does today’s culture get these out of order?
Too many try to forge relationship with people without a prior relationship with God.   Too many couples put the focus of their family life on the kids and miss the importance of the spousal relationship. This framework is like a trellis that allows a vine to grow and climb.  Get the framework right and relationship will start to flourish.

Internal Q-  Are you living according to God’s framework? How healthy is your family relationship? Are you struggling with Leaving & Cleaving? Do you have some the orser of God 1st, Spouse 2nd, children 3rd out of order? Are you ready to make a change? What do you think that change will look like?  {Silent Space, PRAY}
Vision: Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?   Is your family in agreement?
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.


We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
Matthew 19:5 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh
Ephesians 5:1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
Questions about RELATIONSHIPS or other faith issues?

Text to our anonymous chat line – 214 856 0550
