Can you relate to Church? (4 of 5): 
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:
· ICEBREAKER:   Share your favorite store or restaurant.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

Americans think differently about their relationship to the church. Here are some stats..  20 years ago most Americans interacted with their church on average three times a week, they now interact with their church three times a month. 20 years ago it was common for church goers to say “I belong to first generic name church” but now it has subtly changed to “I attend first generic name church.
There are many more examples and stats but the bottom line is, there has been a quantum shift in how Americans think about their relationship with church. There has been a move from community to consumer.  
Q- What do you think of this? Have you noticed any shifts in the church? Q- If you have been part of a church over a long period of time, share how relationship with your church has changed.

Most people’s relationship with the church is not unlike their relationship with their favorite restaurant or shopping spot. In other words they feel about the Church what you feel about your icebreaker answer. We like the atmosphere, we like the services provided, we want it to succeed because we like what we get from it, but we feel little obligation to personally sacrifice to make sure it succeeds.

This is not what God had in mind as He created the church. Q- What does God have in mind with the Church?

We are given a very complete picture of what the church was to be in the book of Acts. Acts is the history of the first church.   Here is what Acts says.. The Church did life together… The church was not just another consumer driven entity that was to market itself well, and cater to the preferences of a target audience.  They were to experience life TOGETHER.  Q- How can the Church do this better today? Q- Look around the room.  How can we better do life together?
Acts tells us the church was not confined to a building. It was at the temple gate the lame man was healed. It was in the streets that healing came.  It was in a home that a prayer meeting took place that opened the jail and freed the Apostle Peter. It was in a Jail cell where Paul & Silas worshipped that Jail was shaken.  

The Church was not a one-stop shopping big box spiritual warehouse. It was an active force in the community.  The church is not defined by the building. The church is Jesus Christ lived out through the lives of His people.  Church is not primarily about you coming to get what you need, it is about coming to get what the world around us needs, and then taking it to them. Q- How can we do this better?
God’s Church is an interactive community. They shared when others had need. They met in each other’s home, ate together, they continued together in one accord.  They shared what was important to them with those that were important to them.  There was a lot of fellowship and a harmony of purpose in their lives.  

The Church of Acts was not a closed group of people who met once a week to celebrate common doctrine and beliefs.  The church cares for widows & orphans, the social and economic outcast.  The Church isn’t a building but a people who invest in each other’s lives. The church was not meant to be another consumer entity catering to the specific spiritual taste of a target group.  It was meant to be an interactive community. 

Q- How does a consumer expect to be catered to?   Q- Compare that to Philippians 2. How is different?

Internal Q: Do you relate to church more like a consumer or an involved member?  Have you been asking “Am I getting what I need from this relationship?” Are you ready to start asking “How can I contribute to this community?”
Vision: Throughout the New Testament we are reminded over and over, that the church was all about one another.  Let’s walk together in agreement?
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.


We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
Acts 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer
Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place
Acts 2:46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.
Acts 5:12 The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. All the believers met together..
Philippians 2:1-4 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
Questions about RELATIONSHIPS or other faith issues?

Text to our anonymous chat line – 214 856 0550
God’s Church is a growing thriving community…
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