Champion 5 – Playing by the Rules
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  What is a rule that people break all the time…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to our Champion series. Week 1 we talked about God’s definition of “winning.” Week 2 we told you that God has chosen you to be a champion. Week 3 we talked about fear, and how we ought to respect God more than the giants in our lives. Week 4 we said that David was known, remembered, and beloved by God, even though he was unknown, forgotten, and hated by his enemies.  Tonight, we will talk about playing by the rules. Q- What does it mean to you, to “play by the rules?”
A quick Google search will tell you “playing by the rules” is to follow what is generally held to be the correct line of behavior. Q- As a follower of Christ are we to “play by the rules.” How might this be tricky?

Christ followers are to hold themselves to the standard of truth & love. This is the standard found in Scripture. The God who called us is Holy so we should be holy in all we do. Christians should “play by the rules,” but this gets tricky when the rules are based on changeable things like public opinion and not based on unchanging Truth. There are behaviors generally held to be correct in our society yet go against the Word of God. So we have to be careful with the phrase “Playing by the rules.”
In an ideal world it would be great if everyone “played by the rules,” but this is not the case. In 1 Samuel 17 there is an implied rule set up in verses 1&2. The Philistines had gathered in a location and positioned their army along a battle line. The Israelites had likewise gathered in a location and positioned themselves along a battle line to meet the philistines in the valley that lied between the armies.  It can be assumed that these 2 armies had agreed to war with their armies in the valley, yet someone didn’t play by the rules. Q- Who wasn’t playing by the rules?
Goliath was not playing by the rules. He walked down to the valley and changed the rules from armies to one on one combat. Q- Why do you think Goliath did this?  (It was to their advantage! He was a Giant!!)
We face enemies who don’t play by the rules. Our enemies don’t want a fair playing field. Q- Without naming names or describing the situation, tell us how you felt when someone pulled a Goliath and changed the rules on you and tried to cheat you. How did that feel?  Q- What was supposed to happen after David defeated Goliath and what did the Philistines do instead?

Those tricky Philistines were supposed to turn over their weapons and surrender themselves to the Army of Israel, instead they ran away to fight another day. Q- Our enemy cheats and yet we are commanded by God to be truthful. Are we disadvantaged by playing by the rules when our enemy cheats?  Thoughts?
It is understandable to feel like we are disadvantaged by a dishonest enemy, and handcuffed by God’s Word of high standards. However, we assume that we are the good guy in our story, but let’s remember that we were God’s enemy. We didn’t play by the rules and cheated God. We killed the Son of God on the Cross and have at times been unrepentant. Q- How did God respond to us while we were his rule breaking enemies? (Col 1:22)
There are enemies that only seek to kill, steal, destroy, But Jesus brings abundant overflowing life. You aren’t disadvantaged, you are advantaged through God. Q- Be transparent. Do you feel disadvantaged right now?
Internal Q- Do you remember being God’s enemy? Are you thankful for his reconciling love? Do you believe you are advantaged because of God’s love. Do you believe a life of truth, love, & holiness has the advantage over a life of sin? (PRAY)           VISION- Goliath cheated and still lost. You are going to win!               
                                                                       Remind yourself DAILY that you are going to win

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
1 Samuel 17:1-4 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. 2 Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. 3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. 4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp.
1 Samuel 17:8-11 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.” 10 Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” 11 On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.
1 Samuel 17:51 ..When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.
1 Peter 1:14-15 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;
John 10:10 (Jesus said) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
Colossians 1:21-22 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of[g] your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation
VISION- Goliath cheated and still lost. You are going to win!               

Remind yourself DAILY that you are going to win
