Comeback Stories 2 - Joseph
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  People need to chill out about…
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 

Everybody loves a comeback story. The Bible is full of amazing Comeback stories.  Joseph has an unforgettable comeback story.
Q- Lineage is important in the Bible.  Can we give a quick basic family tree from Adam to Joseph?


(Adam – Seth… Noah (Flood) …Abraham – Isaac – Jacob/Israel – Joseph and his 11 brothers)

Last week we talked about Moses and the deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt. The story of Joseph explains how Israel ended up in Egypt.
Q- Let’s tell the Story of Joseph.  (Born from Jacob & Rachel, Jacob’s fave – Coat of many colors, Joseph had dreams, Jealous brothers fake Joseph’s death but really sell him into slavery, Jacob mourns his son, Joseph ends up in Egypt, Has success as a slave and is promoted by Potiphar, Potiphar’s wife tries to seduce Joseph but he refuses, Potiphar’s wife grabs ahold of Joseph’s clothes and Joseph runs away naked, Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph of attempted rape, Joseph ends up in Jail, Joseph has success in Jail and is put in charge, Joseph interprets the dreams of 2 fellow prisoners – the baker and the cupbearer, the cupbearer is restored as Joseph interpreted but the cupbearer forgot about Joseph for 2 years, Pharaoh has a dream that needs interpreting, Joseph correctly interprets the dream foretelling a period of prosperity and famine and a plan to store up food to deliver Egypt from the famine, Once again Joseph has success and is promoted to 2nd in Command over all of Egypt, then in the middle of the famine Joseph’s brothers show up in Egypt to but grain from the storehouses, Joseph recognizes his brothers but they don’t recognize him and he plays around with them…, It is revealed that Joseph’s brothers are living with great guilt over how they treated Joseph, Joseph reveals himself, he invites all of his family to live in Egypt, before Joseph dies he asks that his bones be carried into the promise land)
Wow!  What an amazing life Joseph had! A life full of many ups and downs. He was promoted and then demoted several times it seemed. Q- What do you think kept Joseph going?  Q- Have you ever been through anything like Joseph?  He was betrayed, lied about, forgotten… How did you feel going through something like that and can you share some advice on making a comeback from such setbacks.
The Lord was with Joseph… This phrase appears several times in the Joseph story. Troubling times came, but the Lord was with Him every step of the way. Q- Can you share a time when you went through bad times but you knew God was still with you?  
It is important that we understand a life full of trouble does not mean God is mad at us or distant. Joseph did nothing wrong yet faced trouble. Do not doubt God when you face trouble – He is still with you and loves you.  Like Joseph you can make a comeback. Q- Talk about Joseph’s comeback?  What impacts you the most about Joseph’s comeback story.
The Greatest part of Joseph’s comeback might be when he saw his brothers. These where his betrayers and they were responsible for every hardship he had been through.  They were responsible for the slavery, the false accusation, the imprisonment, being forgotten in a dungeon… and here they were in front of him and he had the power to do WHATEVER he wanted to do to them. Q- What did he do? {GRACE}

Grace was his comeback… not just his comeback, but his families comeback.  They would have likely died of starvation… There would have been no nation of Israel, no Moses, no King David… no Jesus.. (lineage)

Instead of looking at his past he looked forward.  By faith, Hebrews tells us he believed in an exodus and wanted to be carried to God’s promise land.  INTERNAL Q – Are you looking back or forward? Is there someone you need to show grace toward? Do you believe God is with you? Are you ready for a comeback?
Vision-  Grace makes a comeback for ourselves and for others.   FRIENDS DAY APRIL 21!!!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Hebrews 11:22 (NIV) 22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions concerning the burial of his bones.

Genesis 39:2-4 (NIV) The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.

Genesis 39:20-23 (NIV) But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.
Genesis 40:14-15 & 23 (NIV) 14 But when all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. 15 I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon.”
23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.

Genesis 41:41-43 (NIV) So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.
Genesis 45:3 & 5 (NIV) Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

