Conflict Resolution - Pt 1 (Avoid)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Give us an example of a silly argument.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFY:    
We are commanded to love each other. We are commanded to be at peace with one another. And isn't life better when we are supporting, loving, and at peace with each other?! Peace is always better than conflict. God's plan is peace - not conflict.

Q- Why do we get into arguments and conflict? 

Q- Have you ever noticed, the closer you are to someone, the stronger and more hurtful the conflict? Why?

Church members share a special relationship. We are a family; we are brothers and sisters in Christ.

Q- Are there ever conflicts within a church?  How about within the global Christian church?  Where do they come from? [Chris’ sermon Gospel vs Broken World – there is only one type of conflict.]
The church is made of imperfect people.  The church deals with vitally important issues – matters of life and death, issues with eternal consequences – and people have strong opinions about these matters.  And people have strong opinions about matters outside church: politics, sports, celebrities, etc.  Where ever people have strong opinions, there is the potential for strong conflict.  The church is meant to be a model for how people live in community with one another, and the Bible describes how this should work and how this should look:

In 1 Thessalonians 5 tells us to "Live in Peace with each other."
Q- Is this possible? Can we avoid all conflicts? [No, there were conflicts that Jesus couldn’t avoid: Sanhedrin, the cross, the money changers in the temple.  The Gospel will conflict with a broken world.]

Q- How far should we go to avoid conflict?  [Rom 12:18 – As Much as lieth in you – Go as far as you can]

Q- What are some things we can do to avoid conflict?  

We should avoid foolish questions [2 Tim 2:23 & Titus 3:9] They produce quarrels and are useless and unprofitable. Don’t be dismissive, but not every question deserves an answer. Have you ever heard of trolls?
Q- Did Jesus directly answer every question that He was asked?  

Keep things in perspective. Everything is not a crisis! Don’t let an argument become a wide spread conflict. The Church should be ministering Christ… A church wide conflict ends up distracting us from our purpose. Here are 3 steps to follow!  
#1 AVOID – Romans 12:18
#2 Agree with your adversary quickly – Matthew 5:25  Find something to agree about.
#3 Warn, Encourage, Help, and be Patient – 1 Thessalonians 5:14
We are instructed to act when we see others causing conflict. We should be ready to warn, encourage, help, and be patient – so that we all walk together in peace. Paul tells us to go to extreme measures in keeping peace! Romans 14 tells us to choose peace over personal liberties. Q- Can someone explain this?
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. It’s usually what lies within us that   causes conflict or brings peace.  If we have pride, conflict comes. If we have humility, peace comes.

Internal Q- What lies within you? Are there things inside you that stir up conflict.  Let’s pray that God does a work inside us so that we will walk in Peace!  {prayer}
1.
Vision:  

Walk in peace. #1 Avoid Conflict!  #2 Warn, Encourage, Help, and be Patient
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
· Stay on subject
· Keep it short

· Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 (KJV)

12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.

 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:23 (NIV)

Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.
Titus 3:9 (NIV)

But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless.
Matthew 5:25 (NKJV)

Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver you to the judge, and the judge deliver you to the officer, and you be cast into prison.

Romans 12:18 (KJV)

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
Romans 14:19-21 (KJV)

19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.
