Cornerstone Verses 2 – John 3 – Jesus came to save
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER: Tell us about a time someone really helped you
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We need to know Jesus, but there is A LOT to know ABOUT Jesus. We are looking at cornerstone verses about Jesus to give a foundational understanding on Jesus Christ.  Last week we talked about John 1, and the Logos, the Word, was in the beginning, was with God, was God, and became flesh. We know from that one verse that Jesus is God, come to us in the flesh. We can have a personal face to face relationship with God through Jesus. 
Our Scripture tonight is also from John, but this time chapter 3. Q- Does anyone know who Jesus was talking to in John 3?
In a way Jesus is definitely speaking to us! Jesus is revealing truth to us tonight, but in the immediate context of John 3 Jesus is speaking to a religious teacher named Nicodemus. In the middle of their conversation Jesus reveals why He came to earth. Q- Tell us why Jesus came to earth. Q- Tell us what Jesus said He didn’t come to do.
Jesus came to save, not to condemn. This is a cornerstone truth about Jesus. Q- Have you ever incorrectly thought, or known others that incorrectly thought, that Jesus was a condemner and not a savior? Follow up Q- Is that way of thinking prevalent and why?
The thought that Jesus hates you is the opposite of truth. The thought that Jesus is coming to get you in some sort of scary way is the opposite of the truth. The thought that Jesus came to judge and condemn everyone is the opposite of truth.  Jesus loves you. Jesus is coming to take us to heaven if we have a saving relationship with Him.  Jesus was sent to save not to judge and condemn. What a relief that is!
Q- According to John 3:16 what emotion does God have for the world.
Jesus coming to earth is not God’s way of attacking us, rather it is the greatest revelation of God’s love for the entire world and every individual in it. Jesus, the son, was sent to save us. 
Q- Jesus did not come to condemn, but does that mean no one will ever face condemnation? If Jesus came to save, does that mean everyone is saved? Can we use our scripture to help us answer this?
God’s love is unconditional. We talk about this unconditional love frequently. Jesus came to save everyone. His death on the cross was for everyone – it is unconditional, excluding no one. HOWEVER there are conditions in coming into a relationship with God. John 3:16 reveals a condition.. “Whoever believes in Him..” We must believe! This is a condition on us to come into relationship with God, however it does not mean that God’s love is conditional.  Q- Does this make sense?  Does anyone have questions about this?

Q- What does it mean to believe in Jesus? (The Amplified version of John 3:16 may be useful)
Believing in Jesus is more than thinking the story is true. Believing in Jesus means you trust Him with your life, you cling to Him and the truth He reveals, you rely on the salvation on He can give. If you are actively trusting in, clinging to, and relying on Jesus, then you will never perish! But if you don’t, you are condemned already. There is a condemnation coming for those who do not believe. It is essential that you believe in Jesus Christ. 
Q- Someone share your testimony of believing in Jesus.
Internal Q:  Do you believe? Are you actively trusting, clinging, relying on Jesus Christ? If you don’t believe, you are condemned already. Please make a change tonight! Are you thankful that God loves us enough to give Jesus to us? Are you sharing this important truth with others? {Prayer}
Vision: God loves us. Jesus is the proof! Believe!  Trust in, Cling to, and Rely on Jesus.  #cornerstone
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

John 3:16-18 (NIV) 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
John 3:16 (Amplified) For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten ( unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.

Vision: God loves us. Jesus is the proof! Believe!  Trust in, Cling to, and Rely on Jesus.  #cornerstone
