Cornerstone Verses 4 – 2 Corinthians 5:21 – He became sin 
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER: I used to day dream about becoming…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We need to know Jesus!  But there is so much to know about our savior. We have been studying small scripture passages that contain LARGE knowledge about Jesus. Q- Can anyone recall our previous verses? (John 1, John 3:16, Eph 1:7)

Now we are looking at 2 Corinthians 5:21. Q- Before we dive into that verse let’s figure out… #1 Who wrote this book called 2nd Corinthians? (Paul)  #2 We call it a book but it is really what? (A letter). #3 Who is the letter written to?  (The Church in the city of Corinth). 

Q- So let’s discuss the verse. What important information can we find in this small scripture?
We have to start with this bombshell!  Jesus had no sin. Q- Does it blow your mind that there was a human who never sinned? Q- How is that possible? Q- Why is it important that Jesus had no sin? Q- What is the Greek word for sin that we discussed last week, and what does the word for sin mean? (Hamartia – To miss the mark of God’s ideal)
This is not the only scripture that declares Jesus was sinless. 1 Peter 2:22 says “He committed no sin/hamartia. Peter is actually quoting the old testament prophecy found in Isaiah 53:9. 1 John 3:5 says “In Him is no sin.” Scripture is very clear that Jesus never sinned.
His sinnlessness is important for more than one reason. #1 We already discussed in week 1 of this series that Jesus is God. God is Holy and without sin. #2 our scripture actually reveals why it is important with the words “so that in Him…”  Read what it says out loud.

“We might become the righteousness of God.” Jesus was sinless. Jesus is the righteousness of God, yet somehow because of His sinless life we become the righteousness of God. Q- Can someone explain this? 
The word “Substitution” is a great word to understand 2 Corinthians 5:21. The sinless Jesus became our substitute. We deserved death but Jesus substituted Himself in our place and died upon the cross. We deserve a shameful death, but Jesus, our substitute makes us the righteousness of God.
Q- What does it mean that you are “the righteousness of God?”
If it blows your mind that there was a sinless man named Jesus, it ought to really blow your mind that you are the righteousness of God through substitution. Because of Jesus, when God sees you He doesn’t see a sinner. He sees righteousness.
Q- Jesus knew no sin, yet he became sin for us.  What does that mean to you?

Are you thankful for this substitution? We should thank God every day. This is the best exchange that could ever take place. Perhaps we should tell others about it?
Internal Q:  Do you believe Jesus substituted Himself for us? Do you believe that Jesus lived a sinless lfe? Do you believe that He was without sin for you? Do you believe that if your life is in Jesus, that all your sins are nailed to Jesus’ cross and that you become His righteousness? Will you tell someone this news? Will you rejoice in this substitution every day?   {Prayer}
Vision: He’s Our substitute. He knew no sin but became sin. We knew sin but become righteous. #cornerstone
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

2Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Vision: He’s Our substitute. He knew no sin but became sin. We knew sin but become righteous. #cornerstone
