Deep & Wide 1 - Deep
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Sing the first line of a song you learned as a kid…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE   [AT THE END OF GROUP]
SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome to the first Connect Group of 2018! We are glad you are here and we are excited about this upcoming year. We want to spend 2 weeks talking about Connect Group Life. We believe that CG is more than just a “church program” or midweek service. We believe it is a way of living in community. We Hope you feel the same.
We sang some songs in the icebreaker. If you grew up in Sunday school you might know this song… “Deep & wide, deep & wide, there’s a fountain flowing deep & wide.” We believe a life in Christ, a Connect Group Life, ought to be DEEP & WIDE. Let’s talk about going deep… Q- What does it mean to go deep in community? What does that look like? Q- How does this compare to how our world acts? Is it normal to see the world go deep in community?  Q- Talk about a time you wanted someone to go deeper… Where you able to do it? What was your experience?

We want to go deep in community. So we need to be on the lookout for shallow behavior. Q- What does it look like to be shallow in community? Give some examples.

Here is a video that is funny but also helps us remember that shallow is not what we need in connect group life.

Shallow video
Q- Why is it so easy to be shallow?

Q- Romans 14:1 gives us an example of something deep and something shallow. Take a look at that verse and let us know if anything stands out to you. 
Accepting the faith of those that are weak; that is not shallow, it is deep. That may be surprising news to some. Likewise, quarreling over disputable matters; that is not deep, it is shallow. That may be surprising news as well.

We want our connect groups to be a place where people are accepted. We want our connect groups to never be a place where we quarrel over disputable matters. Q- Do you agree? Tell us why.  
We read about going deep in love in Romans 12. It is impossible to operate in love and stay shallow. Love always requires depth. If we are going to be a loving group of Christ followers, than we need to be willing to go deep. Q- What are some things we could do to go deep with people? 
Attending a church service and a small group meeting does NOT mean you are going deep. It is very easy to attend a meeting and stay shallow. This year, let’s go deep.. deeper than ever before. It is easier than you think.
Go deeper in friendship. If you only see your brothers & sisters in Christ at meetings.. you need to go deeper. Hang out and do life together. You can watch a movie or grab coffee. You can pick up the phone and just check on each other. As the scripture commanded us – Live in harmony with one another.

Go deeper in service.  Romans 12 says “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” If you realize someone is in need, then you should go deep in helping them. Go past the religious shallow behavior of saying “we will pray for you…” and then never actually pray for them.  We can go soo much deeper! We are called to feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty. Let’s go deep.

Go deep in worship. You can be in the room with worship but stay at a shallow level. Don’t stay at your level of spirituality. Do not acquiesce to the spiritual level of the room. Go deeper.
We are about to spend some time in worship and prayer, but before we do let’s read the 1 Corinthians scripture again. [read] There are deep things in God that your eyes, your ears, and mind can’t reveal. It is God’s Holy Spirit that reveals these deeper things. As we worship ask God to reveal His depth to you.  [O COME TO THE ALTAR]

{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- Go deep this week. Make plans to hang out and serve this week.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 14:1 (NIV) Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters.
Romans 12:9-21 (NIV) Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.” In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (NIV)…“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” — the things God has prepared for those who love him— 10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.

VISION- I found myself in Scripture. I am Zachaeus, the one Jesus called by name. Be aware of the barrier of the crowd. There is someone outside the crowd who hasn’t heard Jesus call their name yet.
