Dirty Lessons from Jesus 2 – Rocky Places & Shallow Soil
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us an area where you have experienced growth.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the “Dirty Lessons from Jesus” series. Last week we talked about the seed that fell on the pathway and birds snatched away. Q- Someone remind us… Who/what is the seed, soil, & sower?

The seed is the Word of God. The soil represents the types of hearts that respond to the Word. The Sower is the giver of the Word – God.  Q- What is the next soil Jesus mentions in His parable? Q- What does the soil rocky represent?
Rocks in a garden can be a great frustration. Ideally, a gardener wants a soil that is full of nutrient and is yielding to growing plant roots. Rocks in your garden do not provide nutrient and they are unyielding obstacles to the roots of plants. The rocks in this parable make the soil shallow and limit the depth and health of the plant. The rocks in this garden are anything that is unprofitable for the seed. Q- What are some potential rocks in our lives?

The list of potential rocks is limitless. Almost anything could become an obstacle for the spiritual seed of the Word. There are good things in your life, like family, healthy hobbies, even church, that if incorrectly prioritized could become obstacles for the seed. 
God the sower has decided the seed of the Word is for us. He has freely cast seed on our soil. We as the soil must decide if we are for the seed. If we want a harvest we must be the kind of soil that takes the seed and gives it top priority in our life. The rocks in the soil can represent un-yielded areas of our life that end up being in the way of the roots… crowding the roots… and limiting the depth of the crop.

Often we think about terrible sins keeping us from growing in God… drug addiction, lying, and stealing… The rocks in this story are not defined as sins. They could be anything that is unprofitable for the seed and prioritized above the seed.  That really cool show on Netflix could become a rock. Your healthy habit of working out could become a rock. Your relationships could become a rock. Q- Have you ever removed a rock from your spiritual life so that the seed of the Word can flourish? Tell us about it.
Jesus explains that the seed in rocky soil sprang up quickly. He says the one who heard the word received at once with joy. This is an exciting picture! We love it when someone receives the message of Jesus Christ immediately and with joy!  However Jesus cautions us about the condition of the soil. Q- What happens to the seed is rocky & shallow soil?

Jesus says the sun, trouble and persecution, come and cause the plant to scorch, wither, and fall away. It is important to know that the cause of death is not the sun, but the shallow roots.  Jesus understood the sun brings energy and strength to plants. Trouble & persecution is not the cause of death of our faith. Surprisingly, it is meant to bring strength & energy to the growing Word. The cause of death is the shallow roots that were limited by rocks in the soil.
It is exciting when someone with joy receives the message of Jesus, but it is not enough. After receiving the seed we must make the Word a priority by yielding every part of our life. The simple lesson of the rocky soil is this - What is not a priority will wither, and what is a priority will grow in depth.
Q- Have you ever seen someone receive the Word with joy, but quickly fall away? Without naming names, tell us about it. Q- What does it look like for the seed of the Word to grow in depth?

Internal Question- What type of soil are you? Are there rocks in your soil? Is the Word of God a priority in your life? Is their depth to your roots?  Are you withering or growing? What will you do to change? {PRAY}
VISION- What is not a priority will wither, and what is a priority will grow in depth. Make the Word a priority.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 13:3-9(niv) Jesus told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Matthew 13:18-23(niv) 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
VISION- What is not a priority will wither, and what is a priority will grow in depth. Make the Word a priority.
