Finding Yourself in Scripture 3 – Abraham & Sarah
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you laughed when it was inappropriate..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome to our Connect Group series – Finding Yourself in Scripture. This lesson discussion comes from Jeremy & Vicky Skinner.  It comes from their experience and this lesson is from their personal voice. 

Let’s talk about Abraham and Sarah. These 2 have a very long, complicated story full of ups and downs, but it’s this part of their story that we (Jeremy and Vicky) relate to most closely.

Q- What did God promise Abraham and Sarah?  (Geneses 12:1-3 & 15:4-5)
Abraham, believing that God would bless him beyond measure, left his home and his family, taking not much more with him than his wife, Sarah, to greet an unknown future. Abraham was seventy-five at the time, and probably thinking that his life had seen all the excitement that it was ever going to (he only lived for another hundred years). Perhaps he thought he had fulfilled his purpose and settled into the life that he would live until he died. Perhaps he thought there was no greater plan for him. But he was wrong. Walking into an unknown future is one of the scariest things a person can do. Just like Abraham was, we (Jeremy and Vicky) have been asked to walk into an unknown future. It’s uncomfortable for us at times to take a leap of faith and to trust that what God has asked us to do won’t lead us into failure.

Q- Has God ever asked you to give up something comfortable for something unknown? Tell us about it how that feels.
God promised Abraham and Sarah a son. It’s perfectly plausible that up until this point, Abraham and Sarah had given up hope that they would have children and grandchildren. When God promised Abraham that he would have many offspring, Abraham didn’t immediately show his disbelief. But as the years progressed, he seemed to prod God about it more and more. He seemed to become skeptical, until eventually he asked, “Aren’t we too old to have kids now?” It had been fifteen years since God made that promise.

Q- Has it ever seemed like God has promised something that will never come? Have you ever been tempted to give up on the promise?
When Sarah is told that she will be pregnant within the year, she laughs. She even becomes a little sarcastic, possibly in her bitterness. I (Vicky) have laughed before when God promised me something. I’ve laughed when He told me there was something amazing in my future only to bite my tongue when I was granted what was promised to me. It’s too easy to limit what God is capable of, just like Sarah did. It’s easy to laugh because we can’t understand how His power could grant such perfect blessings.

Q- Tell us about a time God kept his promise to you.

God has made us all promises. God has promised that we will have purpose in Him and that if we give our lives over to Him, He will bless us in ways we can’t imagine, and in some ways we can’t believe. But we have to have faith in His promises and in His direction.
Internal Question- Have you given your future over to God? Do you have faith in the promises He’s made you? 

{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- I found myself in Scripture. We are Abraham & Sarah, promised a greater future. Don’t forget that while we can only see the road right in front of us, God can see the entire journey. Trust him with your unknown future.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 12: 1-4 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran.
Genesis 15: 2-5 2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit[c] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
Genesis 17: 17-18 17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?”
Genesis 18: 10-15 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him.11 Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”
Genesis 21: 1-2 Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him.  When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” 7 And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
