Fixed Points of Light 1 – The Word

GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you got totally lost…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:   Hebrews 11:3    Psalm 119:89 & 105   2 Tim 3:15-17   Titus 1:9-10   Eph 4:14-15  

Humans have been getting lost for years. The invention of the automobile has sped up our ability to get lost. When we are lost, we don’t know what direction to go… sometimes we guess; “I think it’s that way.”  If we have chosen the wrong direction we could very well end up more lost.  
Q- Tell us about a time you lacked direction in your life. How did you decide which way to go?

Navigators of old found that one could regain their bearings from any location on the globe, so long as they had the ability to - Look Up! Written upon the sky are stars.  These stars are FIXED POINTS OF LIGHT.  By studying these unchanging signs above them they could find north. 

There is a great lesson to be learned.  When trying to find direction, don’t look to changeable things.  It is amazing to think that the North star directed the courses of countless lost explorers.  It is even more amazing that the same North star is still there to direct us today when we are lost… The Scripture is much the same way… It is just as applicable now as it was millenniums ago…

Q- What’s so important about the Word of God?   [The world was created by it!]
Q- What is the purpose of the Bible?   [2 Tim 3:15-17]
It would be silly to chart your direction based on the wind (Eph 4:14)… The wind changes… or temperature… or cloud formations… or by the bend in a tree branch.  It makes as much since to chart our life’s journey on trends and fads, popular opinion, political powers, social & economic culture… But so many people in the world are doing just that…
Q- Define Doctrine? (Teaching, Directions, Instructions, Belief System…)

Q- Titus 1:9 tells us we can encourage others with sound doctrine, but it also says we can refute others?

What’s that all about? [False Teachers]

The reason a magnet gives you direction is because it points to the North & South poles of Earth. These poles never change.  The sun’s rising and setting give us direction because, without fail, it always rises in the East and sets in the West. The unchangeable must be our frame of reference in a changeable world.

Our Fixed Point of Light is The Word of God.  It is Established and Settled in Heaven! (Psalm 119:89) Want to know God? Know His Word! Want to know His will? His Plan? Know the Word! The word is a lamp for your feet and light for your path (psalm 119:89-90).
Q- Has the Word of God ever helped you?  Testify about it.

There are stories of persecuted Christians gathering together in secrecy, afraid of being arrested or killed for their faith in Christ.  They meet in houses, in back alleys, or in caves. They bring with them pieces of paper. If they are caught with this paper they would be punished, because on this paper is scripture from the Bible. The life they receive from scripture is worth dying for... In dark times – look to the Unchanging!
Q- (Internal) Am I receiving direction from the Word or am I looking to changeable things?  {Pray}

Vision:  In the upcoming weeks we will be studying more Fixed Points of Light, however we want you to notice that everything we teach, everything we proclaim, everything we believe comes from the Word. It must be this way.  
If you want to know more about God’s Word, let us know.  The more you learn about God’s Word the more you will want to share it.  There are people in this room that would love to share the Word with you.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

        
Hebrews 11:3 (Message)

3 By faith, we see the world called into existence by God's word, what we see created by what we don't see.
Psalm 119:89 & 105
89 Forever, O LORD,  Your word is settled in heaven. 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

2 Tim 3:15-17 (Message)
There's nothing like the written Word of God for showing you the way to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God's way. Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us. 

Titus 1:9-10 (NIV)
 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

10 For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers…
Ephesians 4:14-15 (NIV)
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV)

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith
