Heaven (1 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Name something awesome that not many people know about…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Welcome to our new Connect Group series.  For the next four weeks we are going to be talking about Heaven.
Heaven is a huge subject.  Heaven is a very important subject.  And, judging by popular culture and media, Heaven is a popular subject.  Q- Name some books, movies, and songs that talk about Heaven.
And this interest isn’t new.  For centuries artists have tried to depict Heaven.
Q- Why do you think Heaven is such a popular subject?

One reason that Heaven is a popular subject is because it is mysterious.  It is supposed to be awesome - the best thing ever - but no one knows exactly what it will be like.  Judging by some of the books and movies we mentioned earlier, people have some widely different opinions about it.
We place God’s Word as the highest authority; that’s one of our guidelines. So in this series we’re going to focus on what the Bible tells us about Heaven.  Heaven is mentioned throughout the Bible, but sometimes it can be difficult to understand.  First, we need to know what we’re talking about…
Q- What is Heaven?  I’m not looking for a description of what it’s like, but what IS it?

There are lots of potential answers to this question.  The word “heaven” is used to describe multiple things in the Bible.  

First it is used to refer to the sky: “The heavens declare the glory of God…”  This is why people often think Heaven is in the sky.  But this isn’t the meaning we usually associate with the word “heaven.”

Most people think of Heaven as “where the souls of good people go after they die.”  This is a conventional view, but this description is incomplete.  Q- What’s missing?  [God, angels, who are “good people”, where, when]
Heaven is not just a container for the souls.  Heaven is the home of God.  “Our Father in Heaven…” 
It is also called God’s throne (Matthew 5:34).  Jesus talked about Heaven as if it were separate from earth.  “…your will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.”  But one day Heaven and earth will be united.  There will be a new Heaven and a new earth together.  Heaven is eternal.  God will always have a home.  Heaven is paradise.  
It will be paradise because God is there and God is love.  And He has prepared a place there for you.
Beyond this, the descriptions of Heaven in the Bible can get a little confusing. Some of the details sound really strange: gates made of a single pearl, a city 1400 miles tall, no night time…?  But we are going to talk about it over the coming weeks.  What will it look like?  What will we look like?  What will we do there?

In the meantime: Q- What questions do you have about Heaven? [make note of people’s responses]  
We may not be able to answer all your questions in this series, but we can look at what the Bible says.
There are many things we don’t know about Heaven.  But we do know that it is good, and it has been prepared for us.  We should be looking forward to it.  If you’re not looking forward to heaven, then you’ve got the wrong picture of it.
Internal Q- God has made a place for you where you can dwell with Him forever.  Through Jesus you are a citizen of Heaven.  Are you looking forward to it?   {prayer}
1.
Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

GENESIS 1:1 (NKJV) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

PSALM 19:1 (NKJV) The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handywork.

MATTHEW 6:9-10 (NIV) This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
JOHN 13:36, 14:1-3 (NIV) Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
ACTS 1:9-11 (NKJV) Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”
REVELATION 21:1-4 (NIV) Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
