Heaven (4 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something that you are really looking forward to?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
In this Connect Group series we are talking about Heaven.  The subject of Heaven should bring us hope and joy.  But the passages about Heaven in the Bible can be confusing and are easy to misinterpret.  Sometimes thinking about Heaven causes us to think about death and Hell.  So talking about Heaven can make some people nervous or uncomfortable.  Q- Do you have any worries about Heaven? [make note of people’s responses]
We shouldn’t be worried about Heaven.  Heaven will be great.  It has been prepared for us, and we will be with God.  Even so, sometimes we have questions about Heaven.  We are going to discuss a few of those tonight.  We may not have all the answers, but we can look at what the Bible says.
Last week we talked about how we will be given new physical bodies in Heaven.  Will our new bodies need to eat?  The Bible seems to indicate that we will be able to eat food in heaven.  Isaiah 65:21 says, “…they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.”  And the tree of life will bear twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  There are even verses that imply that there will be wine in Heaven.  But notice, Isaiah 65:25 says, “‘The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,’ says the Lord.” And in Revelation 21:4 “There will be no more death…” 
Q- So the real question is, will we eat meat in heaven?
The true answer is that it doesn’t really matter.  The food in Heaven will be better than the food we have now.  But the menu isn’t the reason we want to go to Heaven.  God is!
Revelation also tells us that there will be no night in the new Heaven (Rev. 21:24 & 22:5).  Some people interpret Isaiah 60:20 to mean that there will be no more sun or moon. Q- What’s up with that?  Will we have to sleep in the day time?
In heaven, our resurrection bodies may not need to sleep.  God will be our rest.  

Q- What does it mean that there will be no night?  What does this tell us?
In a way, sleep prefigures death, but there will be no death in heaven.  At night we are vulnerable, in heaven we will not be secure.  It says that the sun and the moon will no longer be necessary, but they may still exist.  The sun and the moon were initially created to help us track the passage of time.  This will no longer be necessary in Heaven.  And the light of the sun and the moon cannot compare with the light/glory of God that will surround us in Heaven.
Some people are afraid that Heaven will be boring, and all we will do is sing hymns forever.  We will worship the Lord forever, but HEAVEN WILL NOT BE BORING.  We can worship the Lord through all that we do, including through the work of our hands. The Bible repeatedly mentions celebrations and parties in Heaven. Does that sound boring?

Q- Do you think there will be movies in Heaven?  Video games?
Maybe, but we will no longer be attracted to the violent, hurtful, and destructive themes that permeate many current movies and games.  But being creative is a way that we reflect the nature of God.  So it seems likely that in Heaven we can continue to create things that glorify God.  The Bible mentions building houses and planting vineyards, but we could also write songs, paint paintings, maybe even make movies.  God created us as individuals with unique talents and abilities; putting those talents to use can be an act of worship. It seems reasonable that will be able to continue doing so in Heaven.  

Now a very serious question: Q- Will we miss the people who aren’t there?
This is a difficult question, and the answer can be hard to accept or understand.  God’s presence and God’s love will outweigh their absence.  We may remember them, but God will help us to understand that they chose not to join us in Heaven. “…for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” We may be more surprised and overjoyed at the people who are there.
When we’re in Heaven what will we miss from our life on the old earth?  NOTHING!
Our lives in Heaven will be different than our lives are now, but you can trust that our lives in Heaven will be much better.  Some of the things that will be missing are sadness, sickness, pain, and death.  Jesus has gone ahead of us to prepare a place for us.  It is made FOR US.  And we look forward to the day that He will take us to be there with Him.
Internal Q- Is there anything in this life that you aren’t willing to let go of in order to be with God?  {prayer}
1.
Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in _________ with God
2. Grow in relationship with _____ _______
3. Grow in _______ and ________
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be ________. Everyone is ________ and we encourage all to share their _________.

We will not _______ or ________!  

We place _____ ______ as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the _________ of this Connect Group; therefore we will all __________ in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to __________ and arriving ___ _____.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on ______, Keep it _____, Keep all comments _________.

We will build confidence and ______ with each other and become __________.
What is _____ in here ______ in here. No ______!

Last but not least…  We will ______ ______ to our _______ _______!

ISAIAH 65:17,21(NIV) See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 21 They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
ISAIAH 65:25 (NIV) The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the Lord.
ISAIAH 11:9 (NIV) They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
ISAIAH 60:19-20 (NIV) The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you,
for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 20 Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more; the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.
REVELATION 21:4 (NIV) And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 “’He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
REVELATION 21:23-25 (NIV) The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.
PSALM 62:1-2 (NIV) Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him.  2 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.
REVELATION 22:1-3 (NIV) Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.
JOHN 14:1-3 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
