I AM JESUS 4 – the Good Shepherd
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Other than Jesus… name someone who cares for you…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
“I AM who I AM.” This is how God reintroduces Himself. In the Gospels God revealed Himself as a man named Jesus, and multiple times in your Bible says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the I AM statements of Jesus. Q- Can anyone remember any of the 3 I AM statement we have studied so far? [I am the bread of life, I am the light of the World, & I am the gate/door] Q- What is our I AM statement this week? {John 10:11}

Q- Describe the work of a shepherd.  Q- What do you think Jesus is trying to teach us by declaring of Himself “I AM the good shepherd?”

Jesus says “The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” Q- How does a shepherd lay down His life for sheep? What does that look like? Q- How does Jesus lay down His life for us? (go deeper than just saying “the cross”)
One of the most known Bible chapters is the 23rd Psalm. It says “the LORD is my shepherd and then proceeds to tell us exactly how a good shepherd lays down their life for their sheep. Our good shepherd provides, leads, restores, reveals, helps, comforts, feeds… And because we life his presence goodness and mercy follow us all the days of our lives.  The good shepherd does all of this.
Q- Jesus declares “I AM the good shepherd,” but in v12 Jesus declares something He is not. What is it that Jesus says the shepherd IS NOT… (The Hired Hand) Q- What is Jesus trying to teach by mentioning the hired hand?
We know that Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees in John 10. Jesus directly tells us that the hired hand runs away because “they care nothing for the sheep.” The hired hand may interact with the sheep and be close in proximity, but they do not care for the sheep.  The hired hand is there for personal gain. Jesus is calling out the Pharisees as hired hands. The Pharisees are working in the temple, but at the same time they are profiting and even cheating those who come to worship by inflating the prices of sacrificial animals. 
The hired hand is NOT the shepherd. Jesus has not come for personal gain. Jesus is willing to lose so that you can gain. 
When Jesus makes this I AM the good shepherd statement the Hebrews that heard it surely remembered all the wonderful scriptures about shepherds. Their mind naturally went to the well-known scripture that said “The Lord is my shepherd.” The word for LORD in this scripture is the name JEHOVAH the name of God. Q- What do you think about the declaration that Jesus & Jehovah are one and the same shepherd? 
John 10 tells us that the Jews who heard Jesus’ declaration were divided. Some thought Jesus was demon possessed and others felt that couldn’t be filled with demons because of the good he had done. Are you divided with the I AM declaration of Jesus? Is Jesus the I AM, the same Jehovah shepherd of Psalm 23? Is Jesus a good shepherd and are you His sheep? Does Jesus provide, lead, restore, reveal, help, comfort, and feed you? If you believe so strongly the words of Jesus, then surely you are telling others about Him. Are you?
We could go around the room and have everyone talk about who they are actively sharing Jesus with… but instead we want you to pray about this in our internal question.

Internal Question- Jesus is the I AM that is the good shepherd. Do you believe this? Are you His sheep? Are you following Jesus? In what area could you improve as a follower of Christ? Are you telling others about Jesus? Because He is SO GOOD, are you sharing His goodness with others? Think about someone you need to share Jesus with. Pray for them. Jesus wants to be their shepherd.   {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the I AM that is the good shepherd.  He has not come for personal gain, but is willing to lose so that you can gain. Be sure to tell someone about your good shepherd.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 10:10-21 (NIV) 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”

19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?” 21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
Psalm 23 (NIV)
The Lord is my shepherd,(A) I lack nothing. 2He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk  through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,  they comfort me.5 You prepare a table before me  in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil;  my cup overflows. 6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord  forever.
VISION- Jesus is the I AM that is the good shepherd.  He has not come for personal gain, but is willing to lose so that you can gain. Be sure to tell someone about your good shepherd.

