I AM JESUS 6 – the Way - the Truth - the Life
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Quickly describe the way you take to get to your nearest grocery store.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
“I AM who I AM.” This is how God reintroduces Himself. In the Gospels God reintroduces Himself in flesh as a man named Jesus, and multiple times in your Bible, He says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Q - Can anyone remember any of the 5 “I AM” statements we have studied so far? [I am the bread of life, I am the light of the World, I am the gate/door & good shepherd, I am the resurrection & the life] Q- What is the “I AM” statement we study this week? {John 14:6} Q- Who is Jesus talking to in this verse and what is the context of this well-known Bible story?
Jesus is speaking to His disciples at the last supper. Later this very night Jesus will be taken and He is trying to prepare them for this difficult time. Jesus had just told Peter that he would deny the Lord 3 times before morning. Jesus is concerned for His disciples. Don’t you find Jesus amazing? He is about to go the cross, but is more concerned with the well-being of his friends. He says to them “Don’t let your hearts be troubled…I go to prepare a place for you… you know the way to the place where I am going.” Q- Did His disciples understand? …In verse 5 one of His disciples asks Jesus a question. What did the disciple ask?   
Thomas, the one who is often called “doubting Thomas,” speaks up and you can almost hear the exasperation and anxiousness in his words… “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” And to this Jesus makes a 3 fold “I AM” statement. “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
Q- What do you think Jesus was trying to reveal when He says “I AM the way?”
Q- What do you think Jesus was trying to reveal when He says “I AM the truth?”

Q- What do you think Jesus was trying to reveal when He says “I AM the life?”


Q- A way to where? Where does this way take us? (Heaven v3 & the Father v6)
Jesus is the way to Heaven and the Father. Jesus is the truth of Heaven & the Father. Jesus is the life of Heaven & the Father. Jesus is more than just a man. Jesus is the “I AM” who is the only way, the only truth, & the only life. 
Q- What is the difference between “a way” and “the way?”
“A way” implies their might be another way. “The way” declares there is no other way. Beside Jesus, there is no other way… no other truth… and no other life. Q- But isn’t that closed minded or egotistical to declare there is only 1 way, truth, & life? What do you think?
People can call it what they want, but we didn’t make up what Jesus said. This man of humility and service actually said it. Jesus looked into the eyes of Thomas and declared Himself to be the “I AM” who is way, truth, & life. Within the next few days Jesus would be killed, buried, and on the 3rd day, rise again from the grave. Everyone who heard this I AM declaration saw a resurrected Jesus and every last one of these remaining disciples followed Jesus in ways that would lead us to know that they believed it.  If we, you & me, are to believe the teachings of Jesus, then we must believe that He is THE way, THE truth, and THE life.
Then Philip speaks up and he asks Jesus to show them the Father… Q- This is an interesting interaction that was probably a surprise to the disciples. What happened? Let’s discuss it.

Jesus says “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?” No matter how long we have known Jesus, it is likely that we don’t fully know Him. He is the “I AM” and He has so much more to show us.
Internal Question- Jesus is the “I AM” who is the way, the truth, & the Life. Do you believe this? Do you believe He is the only way, only truth, and only life? Are you telling others about him? Would Jesus say to you what He said to Philip? Would Jesus say, “Don’t you know me?” Are you asking Jesus, the I AM, to reveal Himself to you? {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the “I AM” who is the only Way, the only Truth, & the only Life.  No matter how long we know Him, there is still more for us to learn.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 14:1-7 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.

VISION- Jesus is the “I AM” who is the only Way, the only Truth, & the only Life.  No matter how long we know Him, there is still more for us to learn.

