I AM JESUS 8 – before Abraham
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a family member who pre-dates you. (Great grandmother, uncle etc.)
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
“I AM who I AM.” This is how God reintroduces Himself. In the Gospels God reintroduces Himself in flesh as a man named Jesus, and multiple times in your Bible, He says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Q - Can anyone remember any of the 7 “I AM” statements we have studied so far? [I am the bread of life, I am the light of the World, I am the gate/door, I am the good shepherd, I am the resurrection & the life, & I am the way, the truth, & the life, I am the true vine] Q- What is the “I AM” statement we read this week? {John 8:58} 
Before we dig into this Jesus story, let’s go back to Exodus and see if we understand God introducing Himself as “I AM.” Q- What do you think God was trying to reveal to the Israelites when He introduced himself as “I AM.”

That question may be a head scratcher to some of us. When you and I declare “I am,” we are asserting that we exist. Although we can declare that we exist right now, we know that we have not always existed. Hamlet famously questions his existence with the words “to be, or not to be?” This is something God cannot even consider.  

When God says “I AM,” He is declaring that He exists, but even more, that He has always existed. God is self-existent. Q- Someone explain what self-existent means.
God didn’t need anything to exist. No birthday, no parents, no big bang event. All by Himself, God exists.
Now as we look back at John 8, Jesus is accused of being demon-possessed. Jesus was not possessed by demons, but the man Jesus was possessed by the “I AM” through the incarnation. Jesus was possessed with doing the will of the Father. Nothing else possesses our Lord Jesus.   

Jesus then says something in v 51 that sparks an argument. Q- What does Jesus say and how did they respond?

Jesus says “Whoever obeys my word will never see death.” They respond by arguing that Abraham & the prophets were already dead, and they obviously obeyed the word. So, who do you think you are? Are you greater than Abraham? 
Q- What do you think Jesus meant when He said “whoever obeys my word will never see death?” (They will take part in Jesus’ Resurrection) Q- Read v56-58 again. What is Jesus trying to tell the people?

Jesus is the very same I AM whom Abraham “rejoiced at the thought of seeing.” Jesus is the same I AM who pre-existed Abraham. He pre-existed Abraham because He ‘self-existed’. 
Q- Why does Jesus say “before Abraham was born, I AM” instead of “before Abraham was born, I WAS?” 
Jesus’ choice of words, are a claim to be the self-existent I AM. Jesus is God. The same God who introduced Himself in Exodus 3:14 as the I AM. Q- How did the people respond to Jesus?
The people picked up stones to kill Jesus the I AM. The same I AM who created Adam & Eve, covenanted with Abraham, & called a deliverer named Moses, was now standing before their descendants. Although they had the religion of the I AM, they did not recognize the I AM as He stood before them. Jesus the I AM, the self-existent one, has more to reveal to us.  If we aren’t careful, we could also have the religion of the I AM, but reject His appearing.
We are about to pray together, but before we do. Q- Someone testify about Jesus being the GREAT I AM, God of everything. (There is power in testifying to this truth.)

Internal Question- Jesus is the “I AM” who is before Abraham, Pre-Existent and Self-Existent. Do you believe this? Abraham rejoiced at the THOUGHT of seeing the day we are seeing. Are you rejoicing? Do you have the religion of I AM, but do not really know the I AM? Invite Jesus to come reveal Himself to you right now.  {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the “I AM” is before Abraham. Jesus is God and He has more to reveal to us.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 8:48-59 (NIV) 48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”

49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.”

52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”

54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”

57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
VISION- Jesus is the “I AM”. He is before Abraham. Jesus is God and He has more to reveal to us.

