Jargon 1 – Church/Disciple
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Tell us about the first time you went to church..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
A lot of words are used in religious settings. They could be lyrics in a hymn, spoken in a sermon, or read in scripture. Sometimes we hear or even use words that we aren’t sure of their meaning. Over the next weeks we will be looking at a few common words you hear around church. 
Q- What could be bad about mis-understanding a word? 

New believers are sometimes blind sided with words without hearing them defined. Sometimes WE assume everyone knows what these words mean. That is not always the case, and unfortunately a lot of “churched” people have the definitions of some of these words wrong. If you’re new to the faith it’s easy to get lost in the lingo, and if you’re a seasoned Christian it’s easy to get stuck with some incorrect definitions.

The 1st word we will be exploring together is ‘church’ Q- What does church mean to you? Define it.

According to the Online Etymology Dictionary it comes from the middle English word ‘chirche’ which is from the old English ‘cirice’, which probably ultimately came from the greek  ‘kyriakon doma’ meaning The Lord’s House. (whew!) Q- Can anyone spot the problem here?  [It focuses on the building]
In your Bible, the word that church is translated from is not kyriakon doma, but a different greek word, Ekklesia. Which means “a calling out, that is, (concretely) a popular meeting, especially a religious congregation (Jewish synagogue, or Christian community of members on earth or saints in heaven or both)”. No wonder so many people think of the Church as a building, the word ‘church’ means a building for the Lord. But we see from Acts 7:48 that this is not what God wants. Q- Were is God’s home?
Q- What do you think God wants His “Church” to be like?  
When you ask people “where do you go to church?” they will often answer we go to the Baptist church, the Catholic church, the Methodist church, the nondenominational church… This can be confusing. Without sidetracking into that discussion we want to point out that God doesn’t see denominations or buildings. He sees His Church – A community of called out people. God sees us as His Church right here in this room, but not just us.. He sees His Church all over the Earth. Think about that next time someone asks “How many people go to your church.”
Many of us have heard the saying “We don’t go to church, we are the church”, or some variation. This statement couldn’t be truer.  If you just look at the original greek word, we can clearly see that God wants us to be in community with one another; growing, edifying, and learning with each other. 

Which brings us to our second word, ‘disciple’. Q- What do you think the word ‘disciple’ means? 

The greek word used here is mathaytes, which which means “a learner, that is, pupil”. Q- Do you think that everyone that followed Jesus around was a true student?  (No - John 6:66, Matthew 7:22)
In John 6:68 Simon Peter showed he was a true disciple. He had an opportunity to leave like so many other, but he stayed. He was ready to learn at the feet of Jesus. Q- What are you learning from Jesus lately?
Internal Q- Are you a disciple? Are you learning from Jesus or just another face in the crowd? Do you want to be a member of Jesus’ called out community, or do you just want to sit in a building once a week out of obligation or habit? What of yourself can you give to get a little closer to the biblical model of both of these concepts? Are you ready to change? (Pray)
Vision:  Are you a part of God’s Church? Live in community with others? Are you a disciple of Jesus? Invite Him to teach you this week?  #JargonCG
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Matthew 16:16-17 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
Acts 14:27 On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.
Philemon 1:1-2 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:
John 6:64-69 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”
John 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
John 13:35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

-Strong's Concordance - CHURCH a calling out, that is, (concretely) a popular meeting, especially a religious congregation (Jewish synagogue, or Christian community of members on earth or saints in heaven or both): - assembly, church.
-Strong's Concordance - DISCIPLE a learner, that is, pupil: - disciple.
Vision:   Are you a part of God’s Church? Live in community with others? Are you a disciple of Jesus? Invite Him to teach you this week?  #JargonCG
