Jesus According to Mark 2 - Authority
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Share a stupid argument you have heard or were a part of…
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 

Let’s start our 2nd week of this series with 3 reasons why we are going through Mark.
#1 It is Focused on Jesus  #2 It is Short. Many people have never read a book of the bible... This is shortest gospel and it is action packed & fast moving. #3 It is written from a gentile perspective for a gentile audience… Wait a second… We are a Gentile audience. (You may need to briefly explain “Gentile”)
Q- Anything stand out to you in the first few Chapters of Mark?  Quickly share or ask…
Mark wanted everyone to know about a Miraculous Jesus. It would be difficult to name all the miracles in the first few chapters and we are left with the feeling that there multitudes more that weren’t recorded.  

Q- Can you name some of the Miracles Jesus did in the first 3 chapters?
Q- Why does Jesus do miracles? Does He have a reason for doing so many miracles?
There are many reasons one can give…  He is showing compassion and love. Many times scripture says he was “moved with compassion” as he healed.  He is the Christ, the Son of God, something this world has never seen or experienced before… so it would be logical that he would do and say things that we had never heard before. How about this… Jesus’ actions always showed us the will of the Father… He was simply doing the will of the Father… which means healing is the Father’s will. The healings brought bigger crowds… which in turn heard more truth. Jehovah God healed… so a Jehovah God wrapped in flesh would heal right? 
The reason Jesus gives… so you know He can forgive sin. (Mark 2:10) The actions of Jesus revealed His authority.  His authority always points to the one sent Him.  
Q- What would life be like if our actions always pointed to God and His will?
When we imagine Jesus we also imagine the constant string of miracles. Another day, another miracle..

Q- Does Jesus still work miracles?  Has he changed somehow    {Hebrews 13:8}

Q- Some Christians think God no longer does miracles... Why do they think that?

We believe Jesus still works miracles. What we find strange is that a Christian would believe Jesus still forgives and saves... But that he doesn't heal.  Q- What would Jesus say to that notion? {Mark 2:9-12}
Jesus is the same yesterday, today & forever... Same power, same truth, same love... What Jesus did for a Leper 2000 years ago He will do for you.
Crowds came! And why not?  This was the Savior doing things no one else had ever done, no one would possibly disagree or oppose this authority. Unfortunately no.. Mark introduces us to the religious Pharisees... They came and instead of receiving Jesus and worshipping God for the great works being done... They argued..  Q- Who were the Pharisees?  & Are Pharisees still around today? Who are they..?

Sometimes the Pharisees are us. If we would rather argue our learned beliefs that receive a Miraculous Jesus right in front of us... that would make us Pharisees. It’ll also mean we miss out on Jesus. In Mark 1 everyone recognized Jesus’s authority… even a Demon…  but the Pharisees never recognized Jesus…
Internal Q– Am I a Pharisee?  Is Jesus trying to do something in my world but I argue with Him? {pray}

Vision- This is Jesus according to Mark, but who is Jesus according to you? This Jesus is the same today as He was then. THIS WEEK ask Jesus to do the same things you are reading about in Mark.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Mark 2:9-12 (NIV) Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…”He said to the paralytic, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Mark 1:22-27 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.
27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.”28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.
