Jesus According to Mark 3 – Parables, Crowds, & Disciples
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your favorite story growing up… book or movie
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 

Q- Anything you want to share from reading Mark up to Chapter 6?
Q- What is a Parable?  (Short story that illustrates a principle through symbolism)

Mark 4 is almost completely Parable. Q- Do you have a favorite Jesus Parable? What is it and why?
Q- Why did Jesus speak in Parables?

Did everyone always understand His parables?
Jesus loved everyone, but Jesus did not treat everyone the same.  He spoke His parables to the crowds but he only explained them to His disciples.  There was a difference in being in the crowd and being a disciple.

Q- What do you think that difference was between the crowd and the disciples?

Those in the crowds were entertained by Jesus and in Chapter 6 fed by Jesus. The crowd was always interested in what Jesus could do for them. The disciples weren’t perfect and had many short comings, but at their heart they were interested in what they could do for Jesus.  They were willing to serve.

The Crowd heard the parables but didn’t sit at the feet of Jesus to learn the hidden meaning.

Q- Is there still a difference between the crowd and the disciple?  Share your thoughts..  
This section of Mark underscores the importance of leaving the crowd behind to follow Jesus.  As awesome as that sounds please don’t think it’s easy. In Mark 4 Jesus tells His disciples to go on a boat ride.

Q- What happens?  Tell us the story. 
The disciples questioned “Who is this?  Even the wind and waves obey Him.” The disciples have seen Jesus do amazing things and yet they always still seem surprised.  There is a truth here.  We never really surprise Jesus.  The Pharisees always tried to surprise Jesus and catch Him with a trick question… Jesus was never surprised.  He’s still not surprised.  If you are having faith issues or sin problems the last person you need to worry about is Jesus. You won’t ever surprise Him… on the other hand, no matter how long you walk with Him, He has ways of surprising us. Q- Tell us about a time Jesus surprised you.

Jesus does amazing things in Chapter 5. He delivers & heals the demoniac. Angers the town because of some suicidal pigs. He continues with bringing a dead girl back to life and healing a woman who hadn’t stopped bleeding in 12 years… she pressed through the crowd and touched His cloak and was healed.

This Jesus is a miracle waiting to happen. Can you imagine the commotion as he came into a city and news of His miracles spread? It’s hard to imagine a city not being turned upside down by His presence… but in Mark 6 Jesus went to His hometown.  Q- What happened?  Tell the story.

In His hometown rather than receive the messiah, His teaching and miracles, they instead are offended by Him. Remember the Disciples were in Awe and asked “Who is this that winds and waves obey?” this crowd asked “Isn’t this the carpenter, Mary’s son…?”  They refused to see him as anything more.  Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith. He couldn’t do all that He wanted to do in that town.
Internal Q– Is Jesus wanting to do more for you? Are you allowing Him?  Are you needing to step out from the crowd and become a disciple?  Make a commitment right now and share it with us – We want to help! {pray}

Vision- This is Jesus according to Mark, but who is Jesus according to you? THIS WEEK take a step from the crowd and be a disciple.  Seek out what you can do for Jesus and not just what He can do for you.
Next week will take us through Mark 8
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Mark 4:10-12 (NIV) When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables. 11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables 12 so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”

Mark 4:33-34 (NIV) With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.
Mark 4:39-41 (NIV) 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” 
Mark 6:3-6 (NIV) Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph,[a] Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.
4 Jesus said to them, “Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor.” 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed at their lack of faith.
