Leadership Lessons of Jesus 5 – Wise lambs & perseverance
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Finish this sentence.  I have not given up on...
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We all could be better leaders. So we look to Jesus as our leadership example. Q- Can anyone share something from the previous 4 weeks?
We have covered 8 leadership lessons found in Matthew 10.  1 Teamwork, 2 Shared Authority, 3 Focus, 4 Setting clear expectations, 5 Resourcefulness, 6 Identifying with people, 7 Discernment, 8 Making good use of time. Tonight we finish off this series with 2 more lessons from the savior.  

Following Jesus is rainbows, butterflies, & candy all the time. Not a care in the world… Right!?  No no no. Someone set us straight. Q- What alarming news does Jesus give us in Matthew 10:16? 

If we take the moment to think with non-enlightened hearts and non-spiritual minds.. we would think this sounded like a terrible plan. Sending lambs among wolves… that won’t end well. That’s like our poor defenseless Dallas Cowboys facing.. just about anyone. The situation of lambs among wolves is sure to be a loss right?  Q- What do you think? What is Jesus thinking here?
Jesus makes it clear that the mission is going to be difficult. They are being sent out into a cut throat world. Q- What are some ways that the world does not play fair?

People will lie to you and about you. People will steal your possessions and on the job steal your ideas and your credit. People will try to harm you in any way in order for them to have some sort of advantage. People will use you and then discard you. The world is not a fair place. We are among wolves.

But here is what is different about our leader Jesus. It is lesson #9, and I must tell you it is a lifelong lesson. Here it is – Be wise lambs. Jesus says to be SHREWD/WISE as a serpent and INNOCENT/HARMLESS as a dove.  Q- Let’s explain what this means. How is a serpent wise and lamb harmless?
Jesus sends us into a world of wolves, but He doesn’t want us to be like wolves. Do not take on the qualities of the world, but the qualities of Jesus our lamb. Q- Can a lamb be successful in a marketplace dominated by wolves? How?
We believe that Jesus is setting you up for success and that you can do all things through Christ.  BUT let us also point out Jesus tells us to be WISE as serpents. Don’t be dumb! Grow in wisdom. Wait for the proper moment to “strike”, but when you strike let your actions be that of a lamb.  I think, if we are honest, that we could all improve in the area of serpent wisdom and lamb harmlessness. Lord help us not be wise as lambs and harmless as serpents.. Q- Where can we lambs get some wisdom in the middle of hardship? Verses 19-20 tells us one place.
In Matthew 10:22 Jesus yet again informs us.. We will be hated. Q- Why are we hated? [Jesus] Q- People hate us! What do we do? [We stand]  
We stand firm. We persevere. Jesus promised He would save us. Q- What would you tell someone that feels hated for Christ’s sake right now? Someone could be going through this right now in this room. Can you testify to them?
Leadership Lesson #10 is Leaders Persevere. You have been through a lot, but you have not given up. Well done. You are surrounded by wolves, but you have not become like the wolf, but like our leader – The Lamb.
We are going to pray for each other. Pray that we have God’s wisdom, that we are like Jesus lambs, and that we don’t give up – EVER. <pray>  

Vision: Jesus showed us the power of a lamb among wolves. It changed the world. Go do the same!
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Matthew 10:16-18 (NIV) “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 
Matthew 10:19-20 (NIV) 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. (NIV) 
Matthew 10:22 (NIV) You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
