Let my people GROW – 2 Skill Set
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I am really good at… I am really bad at…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  
We are looking at leadership lessons from the book of Exodus. Last week we talked about being proactive. Q- Someone remind us with a quick review. [Moses’ mom took control of an uncontrollable situation]
In our reading tonight, Moses is now 80 years old. He is no longer in Egypt, but on the backside of a wilderness mountain… Q- How did Moses get here?

Moses, the prince of Egypt became a fugitive when He killed an Egyption who was abusing Hebrew slaves. He ran away, afraid for his life, and ended up a shepherd to his father in law Jethro. Moses’ life was not turning out to be very impressive. One could call him a failure at this point. Moses had not delivered a single Hebrew. Rather than facing his enemies and accomplishing his dream, he was hiding. Rather than owning his own flock he tended someone else’s flock. Q- What are some descriptions for how Moses might have felt at this point in His life? Q- At the age of 80 do you think Moses gave up on living a different life? Had he given up on being a deliverer? Tell us why? Q- What happened to change Moses’ life in Exodus 3?

An encounter with God changes everything. Moses realizes that there is plan & purpose for His life. God makes it clear that Moses does not have to continue living in anonymity, hiding, and tending to someone else’s flock. Q- Was Moses eager to receive this purpose & plan? …Why not?
Moses stands at the doorway to a powerful life, but refuses to possess it because he was not an eloquent speaker.. he was slow of speech & tongue. Moses had a speech problem. Perhaps it was a stutter, maybe it was some other kind of speech disorder. No matter what the actual issue was, we see here a man about to walk away from God’s plan, because he didn’t do something well. Q- Have you ever tried to walk away from God’s purpose because you felt you weren’t good enough at something? Share.
Moses actually asks God to send someone else in Exodus 4:13. Q- Can we agree that God wanted to use Moses more than Moses wanted to be used? Q- Can we agree that God wants to use us more than we want to be used? Q- Why does God want to use people like us & Moses?

Moses focused on his weaknesses – his tongue. God focused on Moses’ strength. 2 times in our reading, and often throughout the book of Exodus, God focused on the Shepherd’s staff belonging to Moses. God would teach Moses & his brother Aaron how to speak and what to speak… but God used a skill set that Moses had already refined. Moses thought he was wasting away his life on the backside of a mountain, but he was actually perfecting a skill set that God could use. Q- God has a habit of taking our skill sets and using them. Can we think of some other Biblical examples? (king David a shepherd, Fishermen disciples, Bezalel/Oholiab the craftsman who made the tabernacle elements)

It is also an important lesson that you don’t have to be strong in every skill to be successful. Moses wasn’t a great speaker so he asked for help in this area. A good leader knows how to surround themselves with people who are strong in the areas they, the leader, are week. Your weakness is not a sign you shouldn’t be endeavoring, it is a sign that you need someone to add their strength. This also allows you to spend more time on your strengths, and not become bogged down with your inability. 
Your skill set can work wonders. Say yes to what Ephesians 2:10 says. Let’s read that verse again.
Q- {Internal} What is that in your hand? What is that skill you already possess that God can use? That ability, that is a strength for you, can be used to help others. Who will you ask for help in the areas of your weakness? Do you really believe the God who called to Moses, calls to you?  {Pray}
Vision: What is that in your hand? God wants to use your skill set to do wonders.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Exodus 3:1-3, 7-8, 10-11 (NIV) Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land… 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
Exodus 4:1-2 (NIV) 1 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?” 2 Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he replied. 10 Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”
13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” 14 Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will be glad to see you. 15 You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. 16 He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 17 But take this staff in your hand so you can perform the signs with it.”
Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Vision: What is that in your hand? God wants to use your skill set to do wonders.
