Let my people GROW – 3 Determination
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: No one succeeds without  __________
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back to our leadership lessons from Exodus.  God has more for his people than for them to GO. He also wants them to GROW. The 2 previous weeks we talked about being proactive and developing a skill set.

Moses had a burning bush encounter with God. Moses receives instruction and miracles from God. Moses goes to Pharaoh with a God calling and command backing him up. Moses walks up to pharaoh and he says “Let my people go!”  Q- What does Pharaoh say?

Moses said “let my people go” and Pharaoh said “no.” Q- How do you think Moses felt at this moment? Do you think He might have questioned God? Q- Have you ever questioned God after you received a “no”? Tell us..
Moses heard the “no,” yet Moses did not gather his stuff and say “thank you for your time” and head back to Jethro’s house.  Moses showed determination! Q- What is determination?
Determination is defined as the firmness of purpose. To have the resolve and will power to see a purpose fulfilled. Determination is essential to success. This is because there will always be an obstacle, or hardship standing in the way of you and your success.  Q- What hardship occurred after Moses asked and Pharaoh said no?

It is an often forgotten fact that Pharaoh made it harder on the Israelites in response to Moses’ asking.  Moses was doing the will of God. He was doing the right thing, for the right reason.  And the result was terrible. Things actually got worse!! News flash!  It is not easy to make things worse for slaves… but somehow Moses did. The very Israelites that Moses came to deliver, turned on Him and asked the Lord to judge Him! 
Q- Let’s talk about this. How can things get worse when you are doing God’s will?
Bad things happen, even when we are doing God’s will. Doing God’s will actually lead you into trouble and cause people to turn on you.  These are times where we must have determination. No one succeeds without determination. Every successful person had enough determination to not quit. Moses was determined!  In the end, He proved more determined to deliver, than Pharaoh was determined to enslave. 
Moses was not just told “no” once. Pharaoh told Moses “no” over and over again. And there were even times where Pharaoh said “yes,” but then reneged on his “yes.” Yet Moses stayed determined, and He worked wonders with the power of God. Moses looked those same Israelites in the eye and led them through the difficulty. In the end every last Hebrew was freed.  In the end Moses’ mission to free the children of Abraham was a complete success.

Q- If Moses were here tonight, what would he tell you about your problems?
Moses might say… “Don’t settle for less than your completed, fulfilled, dream. You can never go from the burning bush to a parted Red Sea without a lot of determination.” Q- Where would you be right now if you hadn’t been determined?

Q- Have you ever followed a determined leader? Have you ever followed an un-determined leader? Share..

You are in the midst of problems. Be determined.  You will face more problems. Be determined. Instead of an internal question, tonight let’s push for some transparency.
Q- I am determined to… share what you are determined to accomplish.  {Pray for a determined faith}
Vision: Be a determined leader! 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Exodus 5:1-2 (NIV) Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’” 2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go.”
Exodus 5:6-9 (NIV) 6 That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the slave drivers and overseers in charge of the people: 7 “You are no longer to supply the people with straw for making bricks; let them go and gather their own straw. 8 But require them to make the same number of bricks as before; don’t reduce the quota. They are lazy; that is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Make the work harder for the people so that they keep working and pay no attention to lies.”
Exodus 5:21 (NIV)  the Israelite overseers said, “May the Lord look on you (Moses & Aaron) and judge you! You have made us obnoxious to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”
Isaiah 41:10 (NIV)So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Vision: Be a determined leader! 

