Master Plan (1 of 4) The Gospel

GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Something you wish you could change.

AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:   Philippians 3:10-11     Romans 6:4-6, 23    Romans 3:23    1 Cor 15:20-22   Galatians 2:20
1 man named Adam brought death to everyone. All of Mankind became messed up in the Garden of Eden. Our mess-up, our sin, causes us to experience Death. “The wages of Sin is Death.”  None of us have the power to stop Death, because none of us have the power to stop Sin.  We are doomed to die and be laid in a grave because we all have Sin.

Someone really ought to find a solution for SIN and DEATH…!  Thankfully someone has! “The gift of God is Eternal Life.”  God has a Master Plan to do away with Sin and Death forever.
Q- Now wait… If God really loved us, couldn’t he just look the other way and pretend we didn’t have sin?
What do you think?  (Why or Why Not)
God does love us, but He can’t look the other way.  Our sin blocks our relationship with God. We can’t coexist with God in this sinful state.  God is light and we are darkness. God can’t ignore Sin. God’s law says the wage of sin is death. The truth is – If God really loves us, He would come up with a Master Plan to Redeem us! 
Q- Give us a brief synopsis on the life of Jesus.  [Keep it short and get to the point]
The Gospel is the “good news” of the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Talk of death & burial sounds a bit morbid and uncomfortable… But it is essential to the life of Jesus, and there can’t be a Resurrection without a death and a burial.
Paul tells us that we should know Jesus in the power of His Resurrection, Share in His suffering, and conform to His death.  It’s easy to be enthusiastic about resurrection… but who wants to suffer and die?  Q- Paul said we need to Share in the suffering of Jesus… What does that mean? Why is it important?
Q- Paul said we need to conform to the death of Jesus… What do you think that means?
      [Philippians 3:11, Romans 6:5 - attain the Resurrection & Galatians 2:20 – Christ Lives Within!]
Paul is NOT telling us to be physically nailed to a cross or wear a crown of thorns. He’s telling us that the Death, Burial, & Resurrection of Jesus, needs to be more than just a story. These are the marks of Jesus Christ and Christ Followers should bear the same marks. These marks access Resurrection & New Life!
Death came through one man… Adam.  God couldn’t look past our sin, and He refused to leave us to die. The wage of Sin had to be paid… So, God sent His sinless son into the world to pay the wage. Being sinless he was free from death, but out of love for us agreed to die in our place. He took our sin to His grave and now Resurrection comes through one man… Jesus.  (1 Corinthians 15:21)
The Gospel of Christ must be more than a story.  By receiving Christ’s Death, Burial, & Resurrection the Gospel becomes more than a story, it becomes God’s Master Plan.
Q- [Internal] Do you believe the gospel? Are you living a life filled with the signs of Death, Burial, & Resurrection? Do you want more of Jesus showing up in you?
Vision:  Jesus. He was born in a manger, lived a simple life, never lifted himself up, revealed the ways of God, healed the sick – fed the hungry – raised the dead, was taken to a cross, and buried… Aren’t you glad that isn’t where it ended… He rose on the 3rd day and ascended into heaven!  One day He will return. We need to live lives that reflect His life…  A life that shows the marks of His death, burial, and resurrection.

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Philippians 3:10-11

10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Romans 6:4-6

4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 3:23

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

1 Corinthians 15:20-22

20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

Vision:  Jesus. He was born in a manger, lived a simple life, never lifted himself up, revealed the ways of God, healed the sick – fed the hungry – raised the dead, was taken to a cross, and buried… Aren’t you glad that isn’t where it ended… He rose on the 3rd day and ascended into heaven!  One day He will return. We need to live lives that reflect His life…  A life that shows the marks of His death, burial, and resurrection.

