Master Plan 2 DEATH

GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the time you went the wrong direction and got lost.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  2 Cor 7:10-11,   2 Chronicles 7:14,   Romans 6:4-6,   Galatians 2:20,   Luke 22:42-44
The Gospel, also known as the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ is more than a story.  The Gospel is God’s Master Plan.  God has opened a door through Jesus. We should know Jesus in the Power of His resurrection, Share in his suffering, and become like Him in His death.
Q- Since we are to become like Him in His death… Describe His death.

We often focus on the artifacts surrounding the crucifixion. The Cross, The Nails, The Crown of Thorns… They are a powerful picture of the sacrifice for sin Jesus was willing to make. Often we overlook that before Jesus was captured by the Roman Soldiers, He was praying in the Garden. We read His pray together…  “If you are willing, take this cup (EVERYTHING JESUS IS ABOUT TO EXPERIENCE – INCLUDING OUR SIN) from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
Becoming like Jesus in His death is not suggesting that we should be nailed to a cross, THANKFULLY! It has everything to do with submission! Jesus submitted to the will of the Father even though he wanted to avoid it. 
Q- What is Repentance?   [find a way to play up the submission angle] [Read Chronicles 7:14]
In the Garden Jesus Christ denied Himself. He decided to not go His own direction but to go God’s direction. Jesus died to SELF... This is essentially what Repentance is; turning from our own direction towards God’s direction. It’s not easy.. It’s submission, it’s denial… 
Repentance is a lot like dying.  Romans 6:6 “our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.” Repentance crucifies, kills, & does away with the body of sin!
Q- What is Godly sorrow? Have you ever felt it? Describe it.

We read tonight that “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret.” We normally talk about God giving Joy and Peace and Power, but He also gives sorrow. There is a sorrow that will fill our hearts and cause us to MAKE A DECISION!! Will we decide to keep going our direction or submit to God’s direction.. If we submit to His direction it will lead to Salvation and no regret.
Repentance is all about direction. We get hung up on words like SIN and TRANGRESSION. We feel terrible about wrong actions we have done, but please realize REPENTANCE IS ABOUT DIRECTION.
Q- Tell us about a time you changed directions through repentance.    
Repentance is not what we would choose on our own. It’s what God would have us choose.  Just like Jesus wouldn’t have chosen death, it’s what the Father chose. Aren’t you thankful that God has given us the freedom to change direction? 
Q- {Internal}What do you need to TURN AWAY from…?  [Give space for conviction…] 
Are you still living with Regret? We are going to pray that “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret.”    [Lead them in “repeat after me” Repentance]    

Vision: Romans 6:5 “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.” The prayer we just prayed unites us with God! 
Live this week knowing you are United with God through repentance!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
2 Corinthians 7:10-11

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you
2 Chronicles 7:14 

if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
Romans 6:4-6

4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

Luke 22:42-44
 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.
