Master Plan 3 - Burial

GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us something you are afraid of that’s kind of silly.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Acts 2:38,      Romans 6:4-6,     Hebrews 9:22,
The Gospel is God’s Master Plan.  God has opened a door through Jesus. We should know Jesus in the Power of His resurrection, Share in his suffering, and become like Him in His death.
Last week we talked about becoming Like Jesus in His death through Repentance. Repentance = Death to the “body of Sin”. What else do you do with a dead body, except bury it?
Q- Describe the Burial of Jesus Christ.
{He died on the cross, Joseph of Arimethea let Jesus borrow a tomb, He was wrapped in grave clothes, they put a large rock in front of the tomb, Roman Soldiers guarded the grave.}
Death & burial is not something we like to talk about, but it is necessary. Things that are dead have to be disposed of!  It’s that way with spiritual things as well. When you turn to Christ in Repentance you have cut the life-force of the carnal/sinful person…  You’re left with a dead body of Sin (Romans 6:6).
Q- Without naming names, tell us about a time someone wouldn’t forgive a mistake you made.

Q- Tell us about a time someone DID forgive you. What was that like?  {note the difference}
Acts 2:38 says that baptism is for the remission (The erasing) of sins! Imagine all your worst mistakes disappearing forever… That’s what Baptism does!  When you go down in the water you take all your sin with you; however, when you arise from that water your sin doesn’t come with you. Your sin is forever buried.  

That’s not all.. The blood of Jesus is applied to you through baptism. The blood of Jesus was shed for the forgiveness/remission of our sin.  When the blood is applied to your life, all your sin is erased.  This is what frees us to “Live a new life” like Romans 6:4 says.
Q- Tell us about your baptism experience.  (How did it feel etc.)

When we do something wrong the normal response is to feel bad. We read a scripture about Godly sorrow last week… Godly sorrow leads us to Repentance. There are a lot of people in the world that have changed direction from doing wrong, but they still feel guilty from their past sins. In fact there is a good chance that someone sitting in this very room still is experiencing guilt from something that they did. 
Godly sorrow is God’s plan to bring us to Changing our life, BUT it is not God’s plan for us to continue in sorrow!  This is the power of baptism! You are buried in the name of Jesus, and Jesus is the one guy who doesn’t stay buried!! You won’t stay buried either!!
Baptism is not an empty symbolic ritual. It is a powerful act! You go in the water stained with sin, you come out sinless. You go in the water with guilt and sorrow, you come out with Joy! You go in the water with the wage of sin which is death, you come out with a brand new life!
Q- {Internal} I want you to close your eyes and think about what it meant for Jesus to die and be buried in that tomb. Think about how dark and hopeless it was inside that tomb.  [Give Space!]

Now think about Jesus being brought back to life… Think about him promising to raise you back to life.  {Pray}
Vision: Do something with this knowledge about being Buried with Jesus.  If you haven’t been baptized talk to someone about it.  We’d love to baptize you.  If you have been baptized you should also do something with this knowledge! You should tell someone else of the hope you have through Christ’s burial!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Acts2:38
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 6:4-6

4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

Hebrews 9:22
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (remission) of sins.
