Much More 1 – Much more than saved
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something you would like MORE of?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome to our brand new Connect Group series. It is named “Much More” after the phrase Paul uses 5 times in Romans 5.  In scripture, when something is repeated it is underlining an important truth that we really need to learn. 5 times the Apostle Paul sates a reality & then declares a greater reality through Christ. He does this through the phrase “much more.”
Q- What does it mean to be justified? [“Just if I’d never sinned]
Q- What does it mean to be saved from wrath?
Wrath sounds scary right!? It is! Wrath means punishment. 
Q- Describe some of the wrath/punishment the Bible warns us about? (Death, Hell, Torment, Separation from God)

Wrath means punishment, and it is a scary subject. It is scary for all of us because we are all sinners. We have sinned, and this wrong doing brings punishment upon us all. This is the reality. The reality is we are sinners… thankfully Paul tells us of a greater reality - We can be justified through the blood of Jesus… much more saved from wrath through Him.

Q- Have you ever worried about the past? Tell us about that…
Q- Have you ever worried about the future? Tell us about that…
The reality is that we all have worried about our past and our future.  We have learned to try to manage this bleak reality, but there is a greater reality. God has much more for us!

You can try to manage with your past. Or, Much More​: Jesus justifies your past. ALL your sins are covered by His blood!
You can try to manage your future. Or, Much More: Jesus saves you from your future. You have been saved from wrath.
As we will see over the next weeks, Paul uses the phrase “Much More.”  Not just more – but much more!  Jesus does not give us more of the same… Jesus does not give us slight improvements to your life.  He gives us MUCH MORE. He gives us a whole new reality!
Worried about the past? Receive a new reality.  Jesus covers all your past in His blood. The new reality is you are justified.
Worried about the future? Receive a new reality. Jesus took our future wrath… punishment… death to the Cross.  On the Cross, He saved us from our future.  This is not just a nice story, THIS IS REALITY!
Q- Look at Romans 5:8. It reads, “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Tell us what this verse makes you feel?

Q- Is it possible that when we hear words like “punishment, wrath, & hell” we forget about the love of God? Discuss...
Q- Is it possible that when we hear about God’s love, we forget about punishment, wrath, & hell? Discuss...
God’s love has given us a brand-new reality, but we should never forget what God has saved us from. 
Internal Question- Do you know that God has MUCH MORE for you right now? Are you in need of a new reality?  Have you been worried about the past & the future? Do you want Jesus to justify your past and save your future?  Talk to Him and receive the new life He has for you. Maybe you have forgotten exactly what Jesus has forgiven you of, and saved you from… Let’s thank Him Much More for his boundless love. {pray}

{Group Prayer – take a few requests}
VISION- Jesus has MUCH MORE for you. He has a brand-new reality.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject. Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 5:8-9 God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
VISION- Jesus has MUCH MORE for you. He has a brand-new reality.
