Much More 5 – Much MUCH More
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What was the best surprise present that you ever received or gave?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
God has SO MUCH MORE for us.  We’ve spent the last few weeks looking at the five times Paul uses the phrase “much more” in Romans chapter 5. Let’s recap: Week 1 we have talked about how our salvation is much more than our justification through Jesus’ death. Week 2 we discussed how our salvation through Jesus’ life is much more than our reconciliation to God.  Week 3 we talked about how the gift of God’s grace abounds much more than the original trespass of sin. Week 4 we looked at the way we will reign in life through Jesus much more than the way death reigns in the world through sin. The reality of a life in Christ is so much more than the worldly life we’re born into.
This week, our “much more” is a little different. This week it is much MUCH more. In Greek the word for “much more” in Romans 20 is different than the words for “much more” in the previous verses. In all the previous verses (Romans 5: 9, 10, 15, 17) it used the words “polys mallon” which literally mean “much more.” In Romans 5:20, the Greek word that we translate as “much more” is actually “hyperperisseuō.” Q- What does the modifier “hyper” make you think of? (as in hyper-drive, hyperactive, hyperbole)

Here “hyper” means way WAY more. The second part of the word, “perisseuō” usually gets translated as “abundance.” Derivatives of this word show up in Romans 5:15 and 5:17. Q- What does abundance mean?
[a very large quantity of something, an excess]

And so the “much more” we’re talking about today is really describing a hyper-abundance. 

That’s important because there are several abundances mentioned in Romans 5:20. Q- First, what “abounds” in Romans 5:15 and 5:17? [grace] Q- But what are the first two abundances in Romans 5:20? [offense, trespass, sin]
Paul is describing that God gave us His law to highlight our trespass, our sin. So that we could see just how far we had strayed from his plan for us. Q- Would you say that sin abounds in the world today?
The reality of this world is that sin does abound. There is a very large quantity. There is an excess. And that is terrible because sin reigns in death. But there is an even greater excess of something else. Q- What abounds much more?

GRACE!!! And God’s grace reigns to eternal life! Q- What is grace? What does grace mean?
[Unmerited favor. A gift you receive that you did nothing to earn.]
God gives us the gift of salvation to eternal life in an even greater abundance than the abundance of sin in the world. The Bible tells us that sin and death will ultimately be defeated. They will come to an end. But eternal life in Christ has no end, it is infinite, it goes on forever. There is so much, much more it doesn’t even compare. 

Think of it this way: there is a lot of water in a swimming pool right? If it got dumped on you all at once you would say that was an abundance of water. But compare that to all the water in all the oceans. Now that is a hyper-abundance. They don’t compare to each other. And yet the abundance of God’s grace abounds much more than all the water in all the oceans, and much much more than the amount of sin in the world.
Q- How can we live and operate in a reality where God’s grace abounds much more, even while we’re living in a world where sin abounds? 

The reality is that God offers us this hyper-abundant gift. First we have to receive it. Then once we do, we should remember how much-much more this gift outweighs the distractions and temptations of this life. And that should lead us to living a more righteous life. Grace should reign in our lives through righteousness. All that means is that knowing about the abundance of God’s grace should lead us to live in a way that is more right with God (righteous). And then we can share this hyper-abundant gift with others.
Internal Question- Have you received this gift? Is this gift your reality? Does the hyper-abundance of God’s gift of grace influence how you live your life? How can you be more righteous? With whom will you share this gift? {pray}

{Group Prayer – take a few requests}                           
VISION- The grace of God abounds much more than anything else, live in the reality of God’s abundant grace.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject. Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here! No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 5:15 NKJV But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.
Romans 5:17 NKJV For if by the one man’s trespass death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:20-21 NKJV Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
VISION- The grace of God abounds much more than anything else, live in the reality of God’s abundant grace.
