Mysterion: The Kingdom (6 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: If I couldn’t live where I live presently.. I would like to live in…?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
 Mysterion is a Greek word that appears 27 times in the new testament. It is translated as mystery. It means secret battle plans that are revealed when the time is right. Q- What are some of the mysterions we have covered? (incarnation, indwelling, the Church & Israel are one body, Israel’s Blindness, The Lampstands)
Everyone’s ears perk up at the mention of a “secret.” People usually like to have insider information. Q- In our reading tonight, WHO had the secret? (Verse 11 Jesus)
The word “secret” here is our Greek word of study, Mysterion. Q- What is this secretive mystery Jesus is speaking about? (The Kingdom of heaven, God’s Kingdom)  Q- Why is Jesus secretive about the Kingdom? Why does He speak in parables?
The idea of God’s Kingdom is sometimes hard to grasp. We will come back to this…  The secret is the Kingdom, and it has been given to some, but not others. Then Jesus proceeds to give parable after parable. Each one seems like a different story, with different characters and items of focus. Q- Let’s name some of the characters and items from these parables (sower, seed, weeds & wheat, Mustard seed, Yeast, hidden treasure, pearl of great price, a fishing net, good and bad catch…)  Q- Can we imagine some people hearing these stories and being confused?  Explain why?

Many where confused. Many still are confused when it comes to the Kingdom of God. We will talk about 3 parts of the mystery of the Kingdom.  #1 is the Kingdom itself.  Many did not expect the Kingdom that Jesus taught. Many thought Jesus was going to overthrow Israel’s Roman captors with a bloody rebellion, but no. That is not His Kingdom.  It was a mystery to them that they could not understand. Jesus teaches the difference of His Kingdom in these parables. Pay close attention and recognize the parable connection.
Like the mustard seed the Kingdom starts small, but spread throughout the earth.  The Kingdom influence may not be apparent but grows throughout the earth like the yeast mixed throughout the dough. The Kingdom takes root wherever the Word of God.. The Seed.. is received. The Kingdom spreads despite an enemy’s efforts just like the wheat and tares. The value of the Kingdom is worth everything to those who stumble across it as a hidden treasure. It is Priceless to those searching for it as a pearl of great price. 
#2 The Kingdom’s citizens.  It was a huge surprise that whoever received the truth of Jesus became a citizen of the Kingdom. There was no exclusion from this fact. No matter what they had done in the past.. No matter what they were currently doing incorrect.. no matter the blunders of the future.. Inclusion was based not on any other action than RECEIVING the good seed.  
#3 The King of the Kingdom. It was hidden to many that the King was standing before them.  Jesus is the King. You cannot enter into this great Kingdom without accepting this King.
So this King spoke in hard to understand parables. Q- This Kingdom parable mystery is not solved by seeing or hearing alone.. Point us to a scripture that backs this up. (v 13-17) Q- What limits our hearing and seeing? (verse 15 - calloused hearts)

Head knowledge does not illuminate the mystery. Jesus says calloused hearts cause us to not see or hear His Kingdom.
Internal Q- Do you recognize His Kingdom? Do you recognize the citizen’s in His Kingdom? Do you know the King of this Kingdom?  Do you have a calloused heart? Are you currently asking God questions in life? We believe the answers you seek will come when you let Jesus change your heart. {Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. Un-calloused hearts recognize His Kingdom, its members, and the KING!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Matthew 13:10-33 & 36-51 (NIV) 10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 
13 This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;  you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ 16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 
22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

The Parable of the Weeds 24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast  31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.” 33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds[b] of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 
The Parable of the Weeds Explained 36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.
The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
The Parable of the Net 47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. Un-calloused hearts recognize His Kingdom, its members, and the KING!
