Mysterion: Babylon the Great (9 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: The scariest thing about the “end time” might be…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back to Connect Group. We want to remind you that this is a discussion. We want to hear from everybody. We value everyone’s thoughts & opinions. Speaking of thoughts & opinions.. Q- What have you thought of the Mysterion series? Has anything stood out to you as useful info or an important revelation? 

Q- Someone remind us what Mysterion means. (Secret battle plans – Mystery)

Q- What is the Mystery of Revelation 17? (Babylon the great, the woman, the prostitute)
We are going to try to understand the nature & workings of Babylon the Great, but we are not going to try and guess who the woman might be. Trying to guess this takes us down denominational roads and our guidelines remind us to be nondenominational. We aren’t here to throw stones at others but to understand the mystery.
Q- Is the woman in Rev 17 a physical/literal woman or is she symbolic of something else? What do you think and why? (It is very likely that she is symbolic. She sits on a 7 headed beast, she is drunk on the blood of saints and that seems symbolic. Finally verses 9-18 explain woman’s description as symbolism. It even reveals that the woman is a city!)
Q- Can we think of any females in scripture that are not a literal singular person, but symbolic? (Rev 21:9)
The woman that is a city ought to remind us of these 2 things. 1 The collective children Israel who are often called “SHE or HER” and who are typified as a city - Jerusalem. 2 The collective Church who is called the bride & wife of the Lamb and is typified as a city – New Jerusalem. The pattern here is that the use of a woman in Biblical symbolism represents a collective of people. It could be that Babylon the Great is not a singular person but a collective of people that is centered in Babylon. Q- If this is true what is the major difference between the woman from Israel & the Church?
Israel & the Church are related to the works of God. The woman is related to the works of Satan. It could be that just as Christ has His bride, Satan desires to have his bride. We can expect this woman to be a one world religion that does not worship the true God, but has prostituted herself to other gods. 
Q- What is the significance of Babylon is scripture? Where is Babylon’s origin story? Q- Someone tell us the story of Nimrod & the tower of Babel.    

Nimrod built a one world kingdom called Babylon in Genesis 10. All the traits of Nimrod are exactly like the Anti-Christ. History tells us that Nimrod called himself a god named Baal (meaning the lord) and formed a one world religion that he married to his one world government. Nimrod’s wife, Semiramis was called Baalti, meaning “his lady.”  Again we see a female symbolism tied to a city and religious group. 

This mystery is still to be revealed but the outcome of Babylon the Great is settled. She & the city she represents are completely destroyed, while the persecuted followers of God win!  Q- What can we do to avoid the prostitution of Babylon the Great? (Reject idolatry – Worship only the true God. Don’t just follow after a religion. We must know the God of the religion.) Q- Any questions or something to share on the subject?
Internal Q- Do you understand that worshipping another God than the true God is prostituting the truth?  Are you actively worshipping the God of the Bible? This mystery could feel scary, but hopefully it encourages you to worship God fully and completely. {Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of Babylon the Great
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Revelation 17 (NIV) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.”
3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 The name written on her forehead was a mystery: babylon the great, the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth.

6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman… 
9 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 10 They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come.. 15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages… 18 The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.”
Revelation 21:9 (NIV) The angel said “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”

Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. the mystery of Babylon the Great

