Next: Baptized (3 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: What is something you would erase?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back!  We’ve been talking about ‘What is Next.’  What should we do NEXT after hearing the message of the Cross of Christ? This same question is asked in Acts 2 after the Gospel - the death burial resurrection of Jesus was preached for the 1st time.  Q- What is the 1st step? (Believe the message) Q- What is the 2nd step? (Repent – Turn from sin towards God)
The question from the crowd (Acts 2:37) is answered by Peter. He said Repent & be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. Q- What is baptism? Q- Why is baptism an important next step?
At the risk of using circular reasoning… Baptism is an important next step because Peter says it is. The crowd asked for what was next and Peter clearly said Baptism was a next step for those that receive the message of Jesus.  We can however go further than a circular reason. Q- According to Peter in Acts 2:38, we are baptized in whose name? [The name of Jesus] Q- Why would baptism in Jesus’ name be important? 
The name of Jesus is important. Simple enough right!? Scripture commands, “whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” We know that we are saved through Jesus and NO ONE ELSE. Baptism declares this openly before everyone. Baptism declares Christ alone saves.
Q- Is baptism just a ceremony or ritual? What do you think? 

Q- Are we baptized into a church or denomination as a means of membership? 

There is no scripture that suggests this. Baptism isn’t about joining a local Church membership. Baptism is about belonging to Jesus. Romans 6:4 says we are buried with Jesus through Baptism and just as He rose so will we. Galatians 3:27 says that we are clothed in Christ because we are baptized into Christ. So we aren’t baptized into a church, but we are baptized into Christ.

Q- According to Peter in Acts 2:38, we are baptized in Jesus name for __what___?   
We aren’t baptized to fulfill a ritual. According to Peter we are baptized for the forgiveness of sins. The Greek word here is aphesis, and it means “release from bondage or imprisonment, forgiveness or pardon of sins, (letting them go as if they had never been committed), remission or erasing of the penalty.”
Baptism is an important next step and that is hard to disagree with if you believe #1 the name of Jesus is important and #2 the Aphesis, forgiveness and release of sin is important.

Q- Who is baptism for? Is there someone who shouldn’t be baptized? Is there a requirement? [Acts 8:37 BELIEVE]
Q- Is there a good reason for someone who believes in Jesus to not be baptized?

We believe that if you have believed and you have repented that baptism is your next step.  There really isn’t a good reason to avoid taking the next step in Jesus. If you are here tonight and you haven’t taken this step, please prayerfully consider taking it.  If you want to talk about it so do we!  We have a simple Baptism Bible study that we could go over with you.  We want to see you take your next step.

Internal Q- Have you taken the step of Baptism? Are you ready to take this step? Is there something holding you back? Will you talk to us about this step?  If you have taken this step then let’s pray about the next step in front of you.  God has a next step for everyone here.  God help us take that step. {Pray} 
Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Acts 2:37 NIV  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Acts 2:38 NIV Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins…
Romans 6:4 (NIV) We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Galatians 3:27 (NIV) for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Colossians 3:17 (NIV) And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Acts 8:35-38 (NIV) 35 Then Philip …told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 37 Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.
Acts 22:16 (NIV) {Ananias speaking to Saul/Paul said} And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’
Aphesis - release from bondage or imprisonment, forgiveness or pardon of sins, (letting them go as if they had never been committed), remission or erasing of the penalty

Vision:   God has a next for you. Figure out what it is and take that step!  #whatnextcg
