Not a Fan: more than knowledge (2 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Who is the celebrity you have never met, but you know the most about?

AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Welcome back to Connect Group. We are the 2nd week of our Not A Fan series. Q- Does anyone remember the difference between a FAN & a FULLY COMMITTED FOLLOWER of Jesus?

Fans and Followers are both enthusiastic, but fans are benefit based, and followers are willing to sacrifice. Last week we read the passage where many people walked away from Jesus because they were offended. Jesus did not chase them, but instead turned to those that remained and said, will you leave also? Everyone must decide if they are going to be fans or followers.

Q- Would you say you know about God, or know God? And why?  
There is such a big difference between knowing about and really knowing the person. You may have hung posters up in your room of movie stars, sports stars, and rock stars. You may have owned every movie they starred in, wore an autographed game worn jersey, or had every album they recorded… but you only knew about them.  Q- Is it possible for us to be this way about God? Talk about it.
There is a difference between knowledge and intimacy. In our icebreaker you mentioned celebs that you had knowledge of, yet you have never met. You can recite facts about them, but have never spoken with them. This is the difference between a Fan & a Follower.

Church going Christians might be able to recite some facts, quote some scriptures, and sing songs about God. But do they go past having a knowledge of God, and actually know God? We have not gathered tonight to proclaim a religion, denomination, or church. We have come to grow in relationship with God.

As good as knowledge is, it is not a replacement for intimacy.  Q- Do you think it is possible to really know God? Why or why not?  We would love to hear about your personal encounters with God.
Jesus asked His followers, who do men say I am? They came up with a list of what other people claimed to know about the son of man.  Then Jesus asked them “Who do you say I am?” Q- How did Peter reply?  Q- How did Peter know this?
Peter gave more than knowledge. Peter demonstrated intimacy. The Father in Heaven had revealed this truth to Peter. You and I need to know Jesus intimately. We need more than knowledge of Him. Like Peter we need an intimate encounter with God.

Knowing God should be a passionate pursuit.  He told his followers to follow him. Every day His followers must make the choice to pursue Him, instead of other things.  His followers must be more than fans who could share some interesting facts about Him. Does our experience with God point to a time in the past where we actively followed after him, or are we following Jesus right now?
You will never be done following Him. You will never be done learning more about Him. As Job says, what you have experienced is just a whisper of His power and who could comprehend the thunder of His power?

Internal Q- Is your experience with Jesus more than knowledge? When was the last time you had an intimate encounter with God? Are you ready to pursue your next encounter with Him?  Let’s reach out to Him right now in prayer. {prayer}
1.
Vision:  Encounter Jesus this week. Passionately pursue Him.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Matthew 16:13-17 (NIV) When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 15 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,[d] the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being.”

Job 26:9-11&14 (NIV) He covers the face of the moon, shrouding it with his clouds. 10 He created the horizon then he separated the waters; he set the boundary between day and night. 11 The foundations of heaven tremble; they shudder at his rebuke. …These are just the beginning of all that he does, merely a whisper of his power. Who, then, can comprehend the thunder of his power?”
Luke 9:23 (NIV) Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me.
Vision:  Encounter Jesus this week. Passionately pursue Him.
