Seek: Why? (2 of 3)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What’s the longest amount of time you’ve spent searching for something? What was it?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Luke 8:42-44,   Isaiah 45:15,  Psalm 63:1-4,   Acts 17:24-27
Hebrews 11:6 tell us that God rewards those who seek Him. Amazing things happen when we seek first the Kingdom of God…  God puts a high premium on searching and all too often we put a high premium on finding. 
Q- Why do you think God want us to search for Him? Why does God hide, like we read in Isaiah 45?
Q- Have you ever felt like God was hiding? Tell us about it. (How did you feel)
The question of “Why does God want us to search for Him” is a natural response. Let us be clear here. God doesn’t “NEED” us to seek Him. God is not a self centered ego maniac needing worship and attention. Actually, if we want to talk about “NEED”, it is mankind that needs to search. 

We were created with a need for searching. We were created with thirst and hunger and have a need to seek out water and food. We were created with curiosity and have this need to seek out answers. We were created to not live life alone and have this inner need to seek someone to spend our life with.  We were created with the question “Is there a God?” and have this need to seek Him out.  …To deny our need for the search is to deny your own self.

According to Acts 17:24-27, the entire reason God made the world, is that we would seek after God and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him

.
The search is an admittance that we are lacking whatever it is we are searching for… Hopefully we in this room don’t have trouble admitting our lack. 

Q- Lacking fuels and leads to searching.  Do you agree? Why? (Push for personal sharing here)
The sick woman would probably have never pushed through the crowd to touch Jesus, had she not been lacking good health. Her lack fueled and led to her search. Her 12 year search for healing eventual led her to her healing… but it led her to sooo much more!  It led her face to face with the Savior.
Let’s give you a new way to look at the needs in your life. Your needs aren’t holding you back, they are fueling your search. 
Q- What is it that is fueling your search right now. Be specific! What is it that is holding you back that actually could be fueling your search?
     {If people become Transparent here, remind the group that “What’s said in here… STAY IN HERE!”
God has invited you to search Him out. He has given you permission and access. Why wouldn’t we search Him out? Isn’t that an important question. Everyone on the face of this planet has that permission and access to seek out God. If they seek, they will find! – says the bible. Yet, not everyone is seeking God… Let’s take this right to our front door
Q- {Internal} What is your biggest roadblock in conducting an all out search for God?   
{GIVE TIME & then Pray for your group!}
Vision: This weekend is Easter! Let’s be in Church seeking after God!  Invite someone to go with you!  REALLY INVITE SOMEONE!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 8:42-44
As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. But no one could heal her. 44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.
Isaiah 45:15
15Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.
Psalm 63:1-4    (OUR MEMORY PASSAGE!)
1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you;  I thirst for you,    my whole being longs for you, 
in a dry and parched land where there is no water. 

2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. 
3 Because your love is better than life,  my lips will glorify you. 
4 I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands. 
Acts 17:24-27
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.

