Superior: Superior Message
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the time you received an exciting piece of news.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- Who wrote the book of Hebrews? (We don’t know) Q- To whom was Hebrews written? (Persecuted Jewish Christians)
Jewish Christians where being pressured to abandon faith in Christ and return to Judaism. The writer to the Hebrews is earnestly pleading the case that Christ is Superior. Hebrews is trying to keep people from making a bad decision. Walking away from Jesus is always a bad decision.
Q- How do you keep someone from making a bad decision?

You can’t keep people from making bad decisions. There is a thing called free will, but you can share knowledge, advice, and even warnings with them. A lot of mistakes come from not fully thinking things through.  Hebrews 2:1 warns us to pay careful attention to what we have heard and not drift away. Q- What does this mean? What had they heard and how can they drift away?

The message is Jesus! The message, the gospel of Jesus Christ is for salvation.  If you ignore Jesus… if you drift away from this message you have heard about, there is no way of escape. That sounds serious! 
If you are walking away from Jesus, you aren’t really thinking things through. We have talked in the last weeks about modern-day martyrs and how they give their life for Jesus. Q- How does someone make the decision to give their life for Christ? What is their thought process?

Decisions are made in the moment, but moments of pressure and stress can cloud our minds. Good decisions are made in the moment but consider information outside of the moment.  Good decisions ask what the end result will be. Martyrs who make decisions for Jesus aren’t just blindly looking past the pain of the moment, but they are looking to the end result.  Heaven is a part of their decision. Salvation in Jesus is a part of their decision. Not drifting from the message we have heard. Their love for Jesus is part of the decision.
Christ is a superior message. He is a message worth living for, and if necessary, die for. Our brothers and sisters have shown us this truth over the centuries as they refused to drift away.
Q- What is the message of Jesus?  

Do not drift away from this message.  If you don’t know this message, you need to talk to us. This message is your hope of salvation. If you are ashamed of this message or embarrassed to share it openly, even in a safe setting like this one, then you need to change that!  We often justify our fear of sharing Christ by saying we are introverts and it’s just not our personality style to be outspoken. Hebrews 2 warns us that it could be that we are drifting away from the message.
The world is full of a lot of messages. Q- What are some of the messages we hear in this world? 

Political messages, full of so much spin you can’t hardly trust either side. Advertising messages, filled with greed trying to get you to spend one more dollar. Messages of hate, control.  There are also some good messages.  Feed the hungry. Save the environment. Try to make a difference. 

Q- Do you believe Christ a Superior message to all other messages? How is he a superior message?
Q- {Internal} Jesus you are superior. Forgive us for drifting from you. Forgive us for being ashamed or embarrassed of you. You are the hope of salvation. Strengthen me and give me boldness to carry your message. (Prayer)
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Hebrews 11:1-4 (NIV)
We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels(messengers) was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.
Romans 1:16 (NIV)
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.
Romans 10:17 (NIV)
faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV) For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
Mark 8:38 (NIV)
If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels."
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
