Thank Full 4 – In Everything
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Briefly describe your 2014..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome to the last discussion in our Thank Full series.  It is also the last Connect Group of 2014.

As we survey 2014, there were undoubtedly some bad things that happened, but there were also some good things.  Everyone had something bad happen this year. Everyone had something good happen this year. Q- Often we tend to only see the bad, or only see the good. Why do you think that is?

The Word of God isn’t always what we expect it to be. Had we written 1 Thessalonians 5:18 we would have said “In most things give thanks..” or “when things go our way give thanks..” It’s easy to be grateful for the good things in life—a newborn baby, a raise, a new house, or encouraging news from the doctor. But what if you lose your job, discover your child is on drugs, or are told by the doctor that you have only have six months to live? Q- How can God expect you to be grateful then? ..Why is it God’s will for us to be thankful in everything?
This command to be thankful has nothing to do with feelings. God’s will has nothing to do with our feelings. Of course as we do His will it will effect every part of our life including our emotions.. Whenever God gives us a command, it’s for our benefit.  Being thankful is a command that, should you obey it, will reap benefit in every part of life.

By giving us the command to always give thanks, God is not rubbing salt in a wound or calling us to set aside reason. He knows that being thankful in all circumstances has a powerful impact on every area of life. Q- How does gratitude and thankfulness impact your life? 
According to the apostle Paul, we should rejoice always, pray always, and always give thanks.  But we don’t always do this.  We often reserve rejoicing for immediately following good news. We often only pray when we don’t know what else to do. Much of the time thankfulness is experienced in that fleeting moment after God has worked in our favor. Q- What do you think of this?  Q- How can we change?
Rejoicing, prayer, and thankfulness are not to be brief temporary things in your Christian life.  They are to be a continual choice. It is something we walk in.. Thankfulness should be like the air we breathe. We always need it! It is always God’s will for our life.
Q- How can we be thankful in the bad times?  Does anyone have advice on this?

It is crucial that we recognize the scripture says to be thankful IN all circumstance not to be thankful FOR all circumstance.  There are some things in life that just plain stink. There are things that happen in life that God never intended. (That is a crucial truth) We are not thankful FOR cancer, or our job loss, or the riots in Ferguson, Missouri, but we can be thankful in the midst of bad situations. Paul said he LEARNED to be content in all circumstance.. It is not easy but can be learned through grace..
Our thanksgiving to God doesn’t rely on the circumstances around us, but rather, the strength we find from a good God in us. The circumstances we face may be grim and our questions may go unanswered but if we give thanks in the middle of these circumstances we will come to know God in ways we could never imagine.  We will enter the gates of his very presence through thanksgiving.

INTERNAL Q- Are you continually thankful? Are you only thankful in certain situations? Are you aware that you have a lot to be thankful for? Are you ready to be full of thanks?  (Prayer)
Vision:   Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Psalm 100 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 2 Worship the Lord with gladness;    come before him with joyful songs. 3 Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. 5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.
Philippians 4:11 …I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
