Pride Slide – Humility Enables, Pride Disables (2 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  What is the longest/shortest hair length you’ve ever had?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We’re spending a few weeks talking about the downward slide that can result from pride.  Q-What is pride? Pride is defined as “a feeling of deep satisfaction derived from one's own achievements, or from qualities or possessions that are widely admired.”  Pride is being overly pleased with our own abilities, accomplishments, or possessions. Q-What is the opposite of pride?
The Bible has several stories of people who are able to do incredible things that seem beyond their natural human abilities.
Q-Can we name a few? [Moses, Daniel, the apostles in Acts, Paul]
In the passage we read from 1 Samuel, David describes how he was able to kill a lion and a bear.  That’s pretty impressive for a shepherd boy who was the smallest among all his brothers.  Q-Is his description of killing the lion and the bear prideful?
Q-How does David say he was able to do it? [verse 37]
Humility is the opposite of pride. Humility doesn’t elevate ourselves above others; humility recognizes that we need help from others and acknowledges the help they provided in the things we accomplished.  David wasn’t able to kill the lion, the bear, and Goliath because he was such a skilled warrior, but because God delivered them into his hand.  David credits God, not himself.
Another biblical character who accomplished mighty feats was Samson.  He also killed a lion with his bare hands.  But Samson’s life was marked with pride more than humility.  Q-Briefly, what do we remember about Samson? [strong, long hair, jerk]
God gave Samson incredible strength, but Samson often used his strength for selfish or self-indulgent purposes.
Q-How does this demonstrate pride?  Samson doesn’t seek to honor God who is the source of his strength, instead he uses his strength to honor and indulge himself.
We can become proud of our accomplishments and the things that we are able to do, but if left unchecked, pride can undermine our abilities.  Pride tells us, “You can handle this.  We don’t need help.  We don’t need anything.  We’re the best.”  And pride can lead us into situations that we cannot handle.  Q-How did this happen to Samson?

Samson relied on his strength, and he took it for granted that it would always be there.  But this strength was a gift from God.  He was taking God for granted, even while he was behaving sinfully (sleeping with a Philistine woman).  He even told her the “secret” of his strength, because his pride told him, “I can handle it.” But when his hair was cut off, he was defeated.  His pride cost him his strength.  Q-Did his strength really come from his hair? Discuss.  Samson’s strength ultimately came from God, but he trusted in his hair and his physical strength, so when they were gone he was left helpless.
If we trust in and rely on our strengths and our own abilities, then we will ultimately be left weak.  If we recognize that we are helped and strengthened by others and ultimately by God, then we are far stronger than we could ever be alone.

King Solomon, the wisest man ever, repeatedly talked about pride.  Q-What did he say? Q-Has anyone experienced this?
“The lowly spirit gains honor.” Lowly is synonymous with humble.  The Apostle Paul said, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil.4:13)  But he also referred to himself as the least among all the saints (Eph. 3:8), and he frequently acknowledged and thanked the other believers who helped him and ministered to him.  In recognizing his weakness he found strength, and through the help of the Holy Spirit he had the power to do all things.
Pride tells us that we are good enough on our own.  Pride weakens us by putting up a barrier to asking others for help.  No matter how good we are at something we are never unstoppable. But with God’s help there is no situation that we cannot handle.  Compared to God, our abilities are nothing. But before we can seek God’s help we must overcome our pride with humility.
At the end of Samson’s life he was humbled by his situation.  He was blinded.  He was enslaved.  And he was forced to perform to entertain his enemies.  But in that situation he found the humility to turn back toward God.  It is easy to focus on his hair, but in his final prayer he reached out to God and called on God as the true source of his strength. When we are on the pride slide let’s hope that we can find the humility to reach out to God before our situation becomes as bad as Samson’s.
Internal Qs- Where in your life do you rely on your own strength and abilities? Do you recognize how others help you? Are you willing to acknowledge your weakness and ask God to help you?  {Prayer}

Vision: Prov. 29:23 says “the lowly in spirit gain honor.”  Put down your pride, and find honor in humility.
1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least… We will invite others to our Connect Group!

PROVERBS 16:18 (NIV) Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.
PROVERBS 29:23 (NIV) Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honor.
1 SAMUEL 17:34-37 (NIV) But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.”  Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”
JUDGES 13:3,24 & 16:4(NIV) The angel of the Lord appeared to her and said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and give birth to a son. 24 The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the Lord blessed him,
Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah.

JUDGES 16:19-21 (NIV) After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. 20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had left him. 21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding grain in the prison.
JUDGES 16:25-26, 28 (NIV) While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them.  When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.” 28 Then Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.”

Vision: Prov. 29:23 says “the lowly in spirit gain honor.”  Put down your pride, and find honor in humility.
