Triggers – Greed (3 of 6)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  If you won $10 million in the lottery (after tax) what would be the first thing you do? 
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  

Yesterday you worked in the yard or went for a walk through the park.  This morning you woke up with itchy, watery eyes and a stuffy nose.  The itchy eyes and the congestion are the symptoms.  What is the problem?  It’s probably allergies.  But what triggered your allergic reaction?  Pollen.  You were exposed to pollen when you were outdoors and that triggered your body to react.

Similarly, in our spiritual life certain things can trigger our negative behaviors.  In previous weeks we talked about stress and pride. Q-What other things can trigger us in a negative way? (Other people’s influence, substances, situations, past experiences)
What about this situation: A person finds a wallet on the street. It contains an ID, some credit cards, and $100 cash.  They pocket the cash and return the wallet.  Can we all agree this is wrong?  The problem here is greed.  Greed can be defined as a love for or desire for more of a material thing, usually money.  The Bible tells us that “The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil,” but 
Q- Is greed a trigger? Why or why not?

Greed could be seen as a trigger in some situations, but greed is generally a sinful condition of the heart that can be triggered.
In our example, greed is like the allergy.  The lost wallet is like the pollen that triggers the reaction.  Greed is usually triggered by opportunity: the opportunity to make “easy money,” the opportunity to gain at other’s expense, the opportunity to take something without repercussions, without getting caught.
Greed doesn’t have to involve stealing.  Acting on greed isn’t necessarily illegal.  Losing all your family’s money in a casino, or in the stock market, or in a “get rich quick” scheme – is that greed?  Taking five things when the sign said “Please take one” 
– is that greed?  Ignoring a legitimate need when it is within your ability to help – is that greed? Q- Discuss. Do we live that way?
Q- Does having money or being wealthy mean you are greedy? (No. Depends on how you got it and how you use it.)
To a certain extent, at some point in our lives we can all be influenced by greed.  1Timothy 4:11 tells us to “flee from all this.” While we can avoid some situations that might trigger our greed, we can’t really flee from greed itself, because it is part of us.

Instead we have to be more proactive; we have to fight it.  In our allergy example, you might be able to avoid the things that trigger your allergies, but that may not always be possible.  You can also get an allergy shot: you can inoculate yourself to reduce your own reaction to the allergen.  The same is true for greed. We can reduce its effects by inoculating ourselves with the Word of God.

Greed stems from believing lies.  First, the enemy would have us believe that money can save us – if we have enough money we’ll be safe and happy forever.  Second, the enemy wants us to think we deserve more than others – it doesn’t matter if they lose as long as we gain.  When we believe either or both of these things (consciously or unconsciously) we foster greed.  But if we are aware of these lies and we remind ourselves of the Truth, then we disable greed’s ability to influence us.

Q-What are some truths that invalidate the lies of greed? (Hebrews 13:5, Matthew 6:24, Proverbs 28:25)

The Bible talks a lot about greed. God gave us commandments against some of the results of greed: do not steal, do not covet    (do not think about stealing).  But more importantly, the greatest commandments prescribe a life that is incompatible with greed.  If you love God with your whole heart, you can’t love money.  If you love your neighbor as yourself, you will seek their benefit and not seek to gain from their loss.
If we repent of our greed and seek to live according to these commands, it removes greed’s control on our life.  One of the best ways to mitigate the effects of greed is to reflect on and live out the opposite of greed.  The opposite of greed is generosity.

Q- Can someone share how generosity has impacted their life?  Q- How has God been generous to you? 
If we reflect on God’s generosity and make an intentional effort to show generosity toward others we can learn to be generous.  Pray and ask God to show you opportunities to be generous.  With God’s help we can rewrite our greedy impulses to those of generosity.  Wouldn’t it be great if when we were triggered, we were triggered to give and to help others.
Q- Does anyone feel led to share any other thoughts with the group?

Internal Qs- Where have you been triggered by greed? Will you repent of that? How has God been generous to you? Where can you be more generous toward others?   {Prayer}
Vision: If we could recognize the triggers.. if we could avoid the causes.. we would be healthy in body, mind, spirit, and soul.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.
Keep all comments appropriate.
We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip! 

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Timothy 6:9-11 (NIV) Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.

Hebrews 13:5 (NIV) Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
Matthew 6:24 (NIV) No one can serve two masters.  Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money.

Proverbs 28:25 (NIV) The greedy stir up conflict, but those who trust in the LORD will prosper.

Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV) Jesus replied: “`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and the greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.
Vision: If we could recognize the triggers.. if we could avoid the causes.. we would be healthy in body, mind, spirit, and soul.
