~ 4 ~

Open with prayer.
We’ve been taking these first several weeks to cast a vision for Redemption Church to be 

A First Century Church connecting with a Twenty-first Century World
Last week, Pastor Robert explained how community was important to 1st Century Church and how it is essential for us as a church if we are going to achieve our vision.

Today, I want to start there, with idea of community and ask you, how far does community extend?

How far?

Who is welcome to be part of this community?  Redemption Church is not a large church.  Where are the limits of this community?  People in this room?  Geographical?  Wylie, Irving, Denton? 
Pastor Fuller – Tabernacle of Praise – Metroplex? 
Waco – Nathan Flowers, Clyde 4square Mayor – Texas?
Rande Green – Faith Christian Fellowship Dayton, Ohio – USA?
Patrick and Nicole Meyer and little Bella
Vitaliy and Dimitri Kisel in Mikop, Russia; the Well Network, Todd Lugely’s ministry in Haiti

Small church but community extends around world.  Not surprise.  We are all bros & sisters in Christ. 

The early church understood.  Usually we think of Acts bringing others into this community, but Hebrew people understood it in the Old Testament.
Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to observe the Lord’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? …
Deuteronomy 10:18-19 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. 19 And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt.
Leviticus 19:33-34 “‘When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him. 34 The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.
2 Chronicles 6:32-33 NIV As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land because of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when he comes and prays toward this temple, 33 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.
God is the God of everyone.  Disciples understood.  This was part of the faith tradition of the 1st Century Church in the book of Acts.  In Jesus’ time Jewish people had become somewhat exclusionary.  Took some time to realize that Gospel was for everyone – Peter’s dream of sheet, Cornelius
Eventually realized
Galations 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
1st Century Church really welcomed people into faith community by taking it to them.
Lots of Bibles have maps in the back, like this one…
*************SHOW MAP***************
And it is very useful to have a map to keep track of all the places that the apostles went to as they shared the Gospel:  Antioch, Cyprus, Iconium, Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Macedonia, and eventually Rome.  The members of the 1st Century Church traveled the world as they knew it.
Acts 2:39 NIV The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

Mission-aries
When we think of the apostles traveling the world and preaching the Gospel, we think of them as Missionaries.  The 1st Century church was a very mission-oriented church.  Jesus gave them a mission and they were traveling and sharing the good news to fulfill that mission.  Their mission was the Great Commission:

Matthew 28:19-20 NIV Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
A form of the Great Commission appears in all four Gospels, including the Gospel of John:

John 20:21NIV Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.
And even the book of Acts:

Acts 1: 8-9 NIV But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
This rather compelling.  Like scene in movie.  Saving Private Ryan.
So, the 1st Century Church traveled the world sharing the Gospel.  And we here at Redemption want to be like the 1st Century Church.  The 1st Century church was Missional.
Missional vs Attractional

The Great Commission was for us as well.  
That’s where we get our mission:  to declare the Good News of Jesus and see others become followers of Christ.   Connecting with 21st Century world.

And we are already doing that.  Redemption isn’t a large church, but God has already allowed us to have an impact all around the world by supporting other ministries.  As I mentioned we support ministries in Russia, in Haiti, and now in Asia.  We are going to continue supporting ministries around the world, this fulfills our mission.

Introduce Donna

*****************Donna’s Slides*****************
1. What does “missions” mean to you?

2. Did you consider yourself a missionary before this trip?

3. How did you find out about this opportunity?

4. You and Josh just got married last year and this would have been your first Christmas as husband and wife; what made you decide to give that up and go on this trip?
5. Was it worth it?

6. What did you do over there?

7. What was the most memorable part?

Your mission

Donna may not have thought of herself as a missionary before this trip.  The members of the 1st Century Church probably didn’t consider themselves missionaries.  You may not think of yourself as a missionary.  But in a way, we are each called to be missionaries.  God has a role for each of us to play in fulfilling the church’s mission.  God has a mission for each of us.  When I came to Texas…  Share my faith…
Let’s take a look back at the church in the book of Acts.  When we think of “missions” we think of traveling, and we associate the 1st Century Church with missions because Paul and others traveled a lot.  But I think Donna will back me up, there is much more to missions than travel.
 St Francis said, “Preach always, when necessary use words.”
Be a missionary always, when necessary travel.

In Acts they don’t start traveling until chapter 11, and then only because they were being persecuted in Jerusalem.  They didn’t plan to travel the world.  Jesus didn’t tell them to go far away.  In fact he instructed them to remain in Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit.  They shared the Gospel wherever they went, and God showed them where to go. Cornelius and Peter, Paul’s Macedonian dream 
They went where the Spirit led them.  More importantly, they cultivated a sense of community when they got there.  Acts 18:  Paul meets Jewish tentmakers, Aquila and Priscilla.  Takes a job making tents.  Become friends; eventually wins them to Christ.  Paul would go places and then go back to see how they were doing.  Most Epistles in New Testament written to churches he had visited.  “I pray for you.”  “I thank God for you.” “Pass on my greetings.”
Community is important.  We take part in this community when we support missions and ministries around the world.  And each of you can get personally involved in this community, not just through your financial support, but by praying for missionaries as well as for the people they are reaching.

The most important aspect of missions that we see in the book of acts, what we most want to emulate, is that the 1st Century Church shared the Gospel wherever they were, no matter what they were doing.

Acts 3:  Peter and John walking to the temple

Acts 16:  Paul and Silas locked up, waited for the jailer

Acts 26:  Paul imprisoned, gets opportunity to defend himself
Acts 27-28: Shipwrecked witnesses Christ

Acts 18  Missionary on the job.  This is how you can be a missionary.  We need to be like the 1st century Church by being missionaries wherever we go.  Go to all nations, including this one.  Three things when we leave.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations
What is your mission.  Pray for direction.  Who to reach.  Pray for more influence.  Pray for other missionaries.
