   Best thing Ever 1 – Best Friend Ever (Good Friday)
Thank you for gathering here tonight as we remember the Sacrifice of Jesus.

Tonight we will sing together. Read Scripture together. Take Communion together. We do it all in an effort to remember Jesus.

John 15:13-16 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  ..I have called you friends.. You did not choose me, but I chose you..
Let’s remember some of the things that Jesus experienced after His arrest and before the crucifixion.

· Betrayed & Arrested in the Garden

· Denied by His disciples

· A rushed fake trial
· Sent to Pilate the Roman Governor

· Chosen to die in a murderer’s place (Barabbas)

· Flogged/ beaten, crowned with thorns
· He was in a humiliating position. Few clothes and the subject of ridicule.

Before he carried the cross, Jesus put himself through so much. It all happened so quickly
John 15:13-16 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  ..I have called you friends.. You did not choose me, but I chose you..
John 10:18 No one takes it(my life) from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.
Jesus Messiah
Let’s remember some of the things that Jesus experienced until He breathed His last breath.

· Carried His own cross.  He collapsed and Simon of Cyrene carried it
· His feet and his hands were nailed to the cross
· He was pierced in the side with a spear
· Hung between thieves

· Died in pain agony and shame with no one to defend Him
· Buried in a borrowed grave

John 15:13-16 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  ..I have called you friends.. You did not choose me, but I chose you..
Here I am to Worship
Jesus laid down His life for us. He was cursed and we were blessed. 

What are some of the ways we are blessed by what Jesus did through the cross?
No one has ever sacrificed for us like Jesus. 

There are a lot of titles we have for Jesus..  He is savior, He is God & Son of God, Creator, The lamb, the prince of peace, the way truth & life, the good shepherd, the messiah, the Christ…

But the title that perhaps best fits the gift He gave us on the Cross is FRIEND. He was the lamb on the cross.. He was savior… the messiah… ALL TRUE.  But there is something so personal as realizing He paid the cost of the cross as our friend.
John 15:13-16 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  ..I have called you friends.. You did not choose me, but I chose you..
Jesus is the best friend ever

Jesus freely gave His life for us… We may resist the giving of our lives..  
Lord help us be a friend to you.. PRAYER
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