Capturing God
Philistines = people who refuse to serve God
Israelites = people who try to serve God (but often fail)
Ark of the Covenant = God’s presence
1 Samuel 4:10-11 (NIV) So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
Capturing God 

Ashdod = Spoiler 

Capturing God 

1 Samuel 5:6-7 (NIV) 6 The Lord’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought devastation on them and afflicted them with tumors.[a] 7 When the people of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, “The ark of the god of Israel must not stay here with us, because his hand is heavy on us and on Dagon our god.”
Gath = Presser
1 Samuel 5:9 (NIV) But after they had moved it, the Lord’s hand was against Gath, throwing it into a great panic. He afflicted the people of the city, both young and old, with an outbreak of tumors
*10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron…
Ekron = Eradicator
*1 Samuel 5:10 (NIV) …As the ark of God was entering Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought the ark of the god of Israel around to us to kill us and our people.”
Spoiled the spoilers
Pressed the pressers
Eradicates the eradicators
11 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and said, “Send the ark of the god of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it[c] will kill us and our people.” For death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very heavy on it.
Any God that can be captured is not really God
God cannot be manipulated.
God cannot be controlled.
God cannot be imprisoned.

When we worship, we are not trying to manipulate God into blessing us.
When we pray, we are not attempting to hold God captive to our wants and desires.

We worship Him because He is God. We sing His fame.

We should never place him in the temple of an idol.

We should never hold God as lesser than Dagon… sin, greed, lust, disobedience


Or else we will see those idols break before the true God.

We pray to God because He is almighty God and above everything.

We should never treat him as a means to a desired end.

God is the desired end! 

His blessings are not the desired end. His blessings come along as an added bonus.

God cannot be captured.

Woah to any enemy that thinks they can take God from you.
Woah to the enemy who thinks they can capture God.

Even when Israel lost the Ark of God, God continued to work on their behalf.  God won battles for Israel in Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron, that Israel never earned.  

The uncapturable God will do that for you today.

(SING BATTLE BELONGS)

Capturing God 

1 Samuel 6:19-20 (NIV) 19 But God struck down some of the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of them to death because they looked into the ark of the Lord. The people mourned because of the heavy blow the Lord had dealt them. 20 And the people of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the presence of the Lord, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up from here?”
1 Samuel 6:21 (NIV) Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the Lord. Come down and take it up to your town.”
2 Samuel 6:5 (NIV) David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before the Lord, with castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums and cymbals.
2 Samuel 6:6-7 (NIV) 6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7 The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down, and he died there beside the ark of God.
2 Samuel 6:10-11 (NIV) 10…David took it to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed him and his entire household.
Obed-Edom the Gittite
2 Samuel 6:11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed him and his entire household.
How do you treat God?

God captures us
*1 Chronicles 15:24 (NIV) Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah and Eliezer the priests were to blow trumpets before the ark of God. Obed-Edom and Jehiah were also to be doorkeepers for the ark.
God captures us
Psalm 84:10 (NIV) Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
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