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Sound Check

5:00
1:30 p.m.
60-00 Music Run-Through
1:35 p.m.
5:00 Production Meeting Prayer
’ 2:35 p.m. A timely service guide run down and Prayer.
15:00 Pre-service Music & Power Point
’ 2:45 p.m. A LIVELY Playlist from Computer & Power Point from DropBox
5:00 5 Minute Countdown

2:55 P.M. Via Easy Worship

Angels We Have Heard On High @

4:30
Echo Verse at 129bpm

1:00 G_reetmg -
Hit the 3 points

4:00 Love Came Down @
Default Arrangement

4:00 O Come All Ye Faithful @

Default Arrangement

2:00 Scripture Reading

O Little Town Of Bethlehem @
Default Arrangement

4:00

2:00 Offering

4:00 O Holy Night @
Default Arrangement at 70bpm

35:00 Message -
7:00 Altar

Service Close
We do three things when we come and three things when we go.
>Connect with God
1:00  >Connect With other believers
>Connect people to the love of Jesus
#1 Goal Youth
#2 Connect Group



Post-Service Music
From Playlist on Computer

10:00



Angels We Have Heard on High

IVIC1V2C21 C3C4*C51

Contemp. Rock
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Love Came Down (If My Heart Is Overwhelmed)

By: Brian and Jenn Johnson, Jeremy Riddle, lan Mcintosh , and Jeremy Edwardson
Cappo: 4™ fret

Cmaj7 Em D
If my heart is overwhelmed and | cannot hear Your voice
Cmaj7 G D/F#
I’ll hold on to what is true though I cannot see
Cmaj7 Em D
If the storms of life they come and the road ahead gets steep
Cmaj7 G D/F#
I will lift these hands in faith | will believe

Pre chorus:
Am7 G/B D
I remind myself of all that You’ve done
Am7 G/B C
And the life | have because Your Son

Chorus:

G

Love came down and rescued me
Cmaj7

Love came down and set me free
Em D C

I am Yours | am forever Yours
G

Mountain high or valley low
Cmaj7

I sing out remind my soul

Em D C

I am Yours | am forever Yours

VS 2

When my heart is filled with hope and every promise comes my way
When | feel Your hands of grace rest upon me

Staying desperate for You God, Staying humbled at Your feet

I will lift these hands and praise I will believe

Tag:
G/B Cmaj7 Em D C
I am Yours, I am Yours, all my days, | am Yours

CCLI#5148938
Copyright ©2009 Brian Johnson Music.



O Come All Ye Faithful

) "O Come all Ye Faithful" 2 3
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O L.ittle Town of Bethlehem

Traditional Christmas Melody

Verses 1, 2, and 3

D2 Em7 Asus4 A D2
f) u
. P’ - I
Guitar Afoy—H—€ ) ] aE
e 1 “_ S e 2 T— & o 3;: = 4&_ b
O lit-tle _ town of Bethe-le-hem, how still we see thee lie. A -
Bm7 Em7 Asus4 A D2
f) u
g S
y AWRALY
[ an Y i ] \
ANIV4 A . . - [ ]
Y] o .5 = - 6 T~ & o 7;: = ¢ ° “3 ¢
bove thy deep— and dream-less sleep, the  silent stars_go by. Yet
D2 = Bm7 F#
f) u
g S
y AWRALY A A
[ an Y i A 1 [ ] ]
ANV ] . . \ D D
oJ 9 L 10— o 1 N e
in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er-lasting— light. The
Verse 3 tag
D2 Em7 Asus4 A D2
f) u
g Sl
g "
[ M an Y il A ] AY
ANV . ] . . = . . [ T11
hopes and fears of all the years are met In Thee to - night.
Verse 2:

For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above;
While mortals sleep the angels keep

Their watch of wondering love.

O, morning stars together proclaim the holy birth;
And praises sing to God the King

And peace to men on earth.

Verse 3:

O, Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in. Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;
O, come to us abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.



O Holy Night

Hymn
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O holy night, the stars are brightly shining; Truly He taught us to love one another;
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth! His law is love and His Gospel is peace.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. And in His Name all oppression shall cease.
A thrill of hope, the weary soul rejoices, Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. Let all within us praise His holy Name!
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born! His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!

O night, O holy night, O night divine!
© 2009 - Chris Fluitt



Hope 4 the Holidays — Hope holds us up

Hope Bumper

Today is December 18™ 2016. It is hard to believe this year is
almost over. | know this time of the year is very busy. | thank
you for taking time to worship with us today. We have
worshipped together. We are about to receive the word
together. And before we leave today we will talk to God
together.

My name is Chris Fluitt and | am the lead pastor here at
Redemption Church. | am excited to be preaching the 3™ week
of our Hope 4 the Holidays series.

Next Sunday is Christmas day (December 25%) and we will be
meeting right here to worship at our normal time of 3pm. We
will have a special time of communion and worship. Please
come and bring your family and friends.

Week 1 — Hope shows up

Week 2 — Hope speaks up

Today | want to tell you that H3 THOpe holds us up

When you see no hope in front of you, in your current
situation, after all the loss you may be dealing, THERE IS A
HOPE THAT WILL HOLD YOU UP.

Let’s look at our scripture memory verse for this month.

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.(NIV)

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One

and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.(NIV)

The gospel of John is different from the gospels of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke.

l|Page



H3 2Matthew, Mark, & Luke are Synoptic

If you have been around Church you have probably heard that
term dropped into a sermon. Redemption Church is a church
built for to welcome people who have not been around church
and perhaps have never heard the term synoptic.

Matthew, Mark, & Luke are Synoptic Gospels because they
include many of the same stories, often in a similar sequence
and in similar wording.

When you read the gospels of Matthew, Mark, & Luke you
notice the same stories and layout. Matthew & Luke both
include a genealogy of Jesus. The three accounts have similar
chronology in the order of sermons, parables, and miracles...

And then there is John. H3 3John is just different.

He is no more or less inspired by the Spirit, but John is just
different.

e The stories he focuses on are different.

e John focuses on Jesus’ early ministry in Galilee. The others
don’t mention this time.

e John tells us about Jesus visiting Jerusalem before the
Passion week. The other Gospels only mention Jesus
traveling to Jerusalem in connection to the cross.

e Only John tells us about the raising of Lazarus from the
dead.

e John spends an extended time telling of Jesus’ farewell to
His disciples.

e John doesn’t spend time on the sermon on the mount or
the Lord’s prayer.

e There are no parables in the book of John. (There are a

growing number of scholars, who also find parables in
the Gospel of John, such as the little stories of the Good
Shepherd (John 10:1-5) or the childbearing woman (John
16:21). Otherwise, it includes allegories but no parables.)

2|Page



e The temptation of Jesus, Jesus’ transfiguration, and the
institution of the Lord’s supper are not mentioned by John.

John is just different. The way he talks is different. He opens
up His Gospel calling Jesus THE WORD.

He makes this grand declaration using a Greek word LOGOS.

A Greek philosopher named Heraclitus first used the term
Logos around 600 B.C. to designate the divine reason or plan
which coordinates a changing universe.

He reaches into the Greek philosophical library to declare Jesus
to be the divine plan that changes the universe. This is how he
starts His gospel of Jesus. In the beginning was the LOGOS..

The way John describes Jesus is different. His description is
often more personal and relational.

John is just different, and that is ok. It is ok to be different. We
don’t all have to be synoptic Christians. We don’t all have to
talk alike, look alike, sing alike, walk alike. John was different,
so you go ahead and be different as well.

Your story is different. Your testimony is different. Your
description of Jesus is different.

Be different.

What makes us different? Maybe we look at our experiences.
Our different experiences make us different people. So let’s
look at John’s experience...

The book of John is believed to be the youngest of the 4
gospels. In fact the last 2 books of the New Testament are
believed to be the Gospel of John and Revelation.

The book of John is believed to have been written around 90

ap. H3 4Gospel of John 90A.D.

At this time John is an old man. He only has a small amount of

timeline left. We can estimate he was around 84 years old. The
3|Page



large bulk of his timeline has already been spent. Within that
timeline that has been spent is so much heartache.

e He had a brother named James.

O You can’t hardly find a place where James is
mentioned without his brother John. The sons of
Zebedee were inseparable. In fact Jesus gave James
& John a nickname. (How cool is that!?) Jesus called
them the SONS OF THUNDER. They were always
together.

But around 44AD, Acts 12 tells us about the first
martyred Apostle.

Acts 12:1 It was about this time that King Herod
arrested some who belonged to the church,

intending to persecute them.(NIV)

Acts 12:2 He had James, the brother of John, put
to death with the sword.(NIV)

Think about how the loss of a brother effected John.

e Persecution escalates

O Jesus said they would be hated. (Mark 13:13)
Believers were arrested. Believers were killed. The
death toll grew and grew.

e Peter & Paul are gone (67A.D.)

O Fellow Apostles Peter and Paul are killed around
67A.D.

Paul is imprisoned and beheaded.

Peter is crucified and requests to be hung upside
down, because he saw himself unworthy to be
crucified in the same way as Jesus.

e Jerusalem destroyed (70A.D.)

O A Roman General (and future emperor) named Titus
sieged the city.
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1 Million Hebrews killed. 95 thousand taken captive.
The temple was burnt to the ground.

John’s Homeland was destroyed. His earthly heritage
was left to ruin.

e Church in Jerusalem scattered

O The once mighty Church in Jerusalem was scattered.
Things would never be the same. Christians would
never meet at Solomon’s porch again. From this point
on they would need to meet in private underground
locations to avoid Roman soldiers.

e John s the last apostle

O Peter, Andrew, James, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas,
Matthew, James, Thaddeus, Simon, Paul... they are all
gone. They all met violent ends as they spread the
news of Jesus in peace.

e John arrested and executed but... Lives

O As if things aren’t bad enough for John, He too is
arrested. They attempt to execute John by boiling
Him in oil, but John lives. What is worse than being
boiled in 0il? Answer: Being boiled in oil and living.

H3 5Picture John — No hope in front of him

He sits chained in a jail cell. He has high degree burns on 100%
percent of His body. It hurts to be alive.

Physically hurt.
Emotionally hurt.

Relationally alone.

It would be so much easier to die at this point. “God why am |
still alive? | am the last Apostle and | have no chance of getting
out of here. | have heard that | will be banished to a desert
island called Patmos.”
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John has no hope in front of his timeline on earth. He has
nothing that will happen today or tomorrow that he could hope
in.

This is the moment. This the context. This is the frame of mind
of John when he takes a piece of paper and grabs a quill and
begins to write...

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.(NIV)

John 1:3 Through him all things were made; without him

nothing was made that has been made.(NIV)

John 1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of
men.(NIV)

John 1:5 The light shines in the darkness...(NIV)

| want you to understand this. John in this dark situation had no
hope left in the physical. He can’t really say “well maybe
tomorrow will be better.” There was no reason to hope in a
tomorrow for John. That is a dark place.

So where does John look for hope. Not in front of him. He
looks behind him.

He points to the hopeful moment where the word became
flesh.

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One

and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.(NIV)

John sitting in this darkness looks back. He looks back before
his arrest, before the burning of Jerusalem, before Peter, Paul,
& John were taken in martyrdom, before the ascension of
Jesus, before the miracles of Jesus, before the moment where

Jesus called John to be his disciple...
6|Page



John points us to a baby in a manger.

H3 6Where is your hope?

Let me tell you why this is important to you.

| am talking to people today that are experiencing all kinds of
situations and problems. You may not see much hope in front
of you. You may have some terrible memories that are tied to
this holiday. | hate to see people pass away in the holiday
season. Every year at this time they may remember the terrible
loss. A season that ought to point to happy things only seem to
underline what has been lost and who is no longer with us.

| may be talking to people that feel like everything is going well.
You may tell me that you have plenty of hope in your life right
now. You have money, a house, cars, nice things, everyone is
healthy. But we all know that that can change in a moment. If
that is the hope you are pointing to, then | have to warn you
that this hope is not guaranteed to be here.

Wouldn’t it be good to have a hope that is guaranteed?
Wouldn’t it be great if there was a hope you could grab onto,
no matter what life’s circumstances bring.

John would tell you to point back to the manger. That is where
your guaranteed hope is.

God’s glory is in the manger. Grace & Truth are in the manger.
God chose to dwell with us from a manger. Hope is in the
manger.

John 1:1 told us that the manger, coming in the flesh, was
God’s LOGOS PLAN from the beginning.

My hope is here at the feet of a manger. Hope is here at with
the savior.

This is not just a holiday. This is not just a time to remember an
old story. This is a time to worship God because He came to
earth to save us. THIS IS HOPE! When nothing else will hold
you up — this hope will.
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John’s gospel was a declaration of hope & life.

John mentions LIFE more than all the other Gospels put
together. 36 times he talks about the LIFE that is found in
Christ.

John lost his brother, but he still had life is Jesus.

The city of Jerusalem was burnt to the ground, but John still
had life in Jesus.

He may one day soon die, but John had LIFE, BECAUSE IN JESUS
WAS LIFE AND THAT LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF ALL MANKIND.

H3 7Where is your life?

If you are trying to get life & hope from any other source than
from God, then you are at risk.

Let’s take some time and tell Jesus that He is our hope and our
life.

Hope held John up. There is a hope that will hold you up.
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