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Welcome; I’m Pastor Marshal

Last week we introduced Darkness as a spiritual concept.

1 John 1:5b  …God is light in him there is no darkness

Physical darkness – absence of light

Spiritual darkness – absence of God

Darkness can be frightening.  We don’t want to scare you, but make you aware

We want to help you be able to recognize light overcoming darkness 

Animal quiz:  Horseshoe bat, Cave centipede, Gulper eel, Yeti Crab, Naked mole rat

They all spend their entire life in the dark, so do you

We live in a dark world.

Ephesians 6:12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

How many died in DC Shooting? 
12 killed, 8 wounded
Peshawar, Pakistan Sept. 22 – 81 killed; body part stolen by paramedics and gangs; 140 total

Kenyan Soldiers looted mall after standoff
Funeral 
John 12:35  Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going.”
We Adapt to Darkness 
Chris mentioned last week, we feel vulnerable in the dark, enemy operates better
That is physical darkness; when we live day after day in spiritual darkness we adapt over time

Examples of animals, large eyes, other senses
We adapt to function in this dark world; adapt our behaviors to operate in the darkness
<Bat Picture> Bats use echolocation.  What we see is a reflection of us.

<Centipede picture> Animals that live in darkness have lots of feelers.
<Yeti crab picture> When we operate in darkness, we are overly focused on feelings.

<Gulper eel picture> We focus on consumption.  We get all we can rather than what we need.
Revelation 3:17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.
<Naked mole rat picture> This is us.  We are blind to our own condition, and to others.
But we were not made to dwell in darkness.
1 Thessalonians 5:5 (NIV) You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness.

God does not leave us in the darkness.
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful Light.
And many of us have been called out of darkness.
But some people don’t realize there is something other than Darkness; Russians
Isaiah 9:2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
John 1:5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome [understood] it.


Shine light on animals they’ll ignore it (blind), or run from it.

Seems unfair – how can we choose something we don’t understand

Isaiah 42:16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.  These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (NIV) For God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

God calls us out of darkness.  We were made to live in the light.
So why does the Bible repeatedly tell us to live in the light, walk in the light, remain in light? 

You have to choose between Light and Darkness

God lets us choose.  But why would anyone choose darkness?
<Blank screens on monitors.  All lights off.>

We still live in a dark world.  We naturally adapt to our surroundings.  Instict.
When we adapt to function in the darkness, we may come to prefer the darkness  - Judas
Job 24:13 There are those who rebel against the light, who do not know its ways or stay in its paths.  
Job 24:17 For all of them, deep darkness is their morning; they make friends with the terrors of darkness.
They are not your friends.  The enemy operates better than you.

“You think darkness is your ally?  The enemy was born in it.”

But for us it is rarely a binary choice.  Little by little we inch back to darkness.

We think we can hide in the darkness.  Not everything, just the little things.

John 3:19-21 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.

It takes courage to face ourselves.  We have to confess our sin and repent.
But there are little things we don’t want to give up.

1 John 2:9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother is still in the darkness. 
Darkness can take many forms and we can try to keep it hidden even in the light.  Judas, Ananias 
John 1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.

Matthew 6:23b If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

How deep are you willing to let it get?

We have to be willing to let the true light in, and face the darkness within ourselves.
Ephesians 5:13 But everything exposed by light becomes visible
This is where I struggle.                                     




Musician
We must keep our eyes fixed on the true Light of Jesus Christ, even in this dark world.

We are called to be in the world but not of the world.

We must constantly search out and expose the darkness within ourselves.

Repent and turn toward the light.

2 Samuel 22:29 You, LORD, are my lamp; the LORD turns my darkness into light.


And as He does, we become the light of the world.  
We’re called to shine His light into dark world around us.

Romans 13:12  The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon; let us give up the things we prefer to do under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the light.

Now we’ve reached the point in service where you can do that in a physical way.

We’ve talked about how the Light of Christ has shined upon us even as we dwell in darkness.

But we have to choose to walk in the light.

At the end of service we open this altar and invite everyone to talk to God.

Today I invite you to come and step into his Light.


If you struggle with the darkness of the world around you…  

Open yourself up to his Light.  Invite him to reveal darkness you’ve been hiding.


If you struggle with darkness in your life, invite Him to shine the Light of truth into it.

Invite the Holy Spirit to dwell within you, to help you understand the Light, to be the light shining within you.
Thank Him that we can walk in the Light, as children of the Light.  Thank Him that this darkness will be overcome.
If you need special prayer…

Come step into the Light.

John 9:39-41 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
