Set On Stupid
Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity;
So many bad things happened at the Fall of mankind.  We are not even intellectually capable of calculating all the ways life was diminished for humanity.  
Separation from God. 

Mortality. 

Loss of dominion of the planet.     } EXPOUND
Physical disease & death.

Intellectual diminishment. 

David said that now, instead of being shaped by the hand of God, we are shaped in iniquity.  “The shaping of me, the process of the formation of who and what I am caused me to be fundamentally flawed.”  

The Default Factory Settings
Let’s think of that statement “shapen in iniquity”  in a context that may make sense to us.  We are all familiar with factory settings.   When you buy a piece of technology, or a piece of software, it comes with many settings.  All of those setting can be used to customize your piece of technology or your software to your personal tastes.  But it comes with the settings in what are called the default factory settings.   David said I was shapen in iniquity.  My default factory settings are all determined by iniquity.  My default factory settings are all messed up.  This was the struggle of the Apostle Paul.
Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.
Paul is saying the same thing David said, my factory default settings are all messed up.  They are set to always make me do the wrong thing.  

The default setting is now to always do the wrong thing. 

The default setting is now to always sin. 

The default setting is now to always make the wrong choice.  

This is not just true for David and Paul.  It is true for all of us.  Our default factory settings are all messed up.   

Isaiah 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Romans 3:9 Basically, all of us, whether insiders or outsiders, start out in identical conditions, which is to say that we all start out as sinners. Scripture leaves no doubt about it: 10 There's nobody living right, not even one, 11 nobody who knows the score, nobody alert for God. 12 They've all taken the wrong turn; they've all wandered down blind alleys. No one's living right; I can't find a single one.
We all start out with our default factory settings all messed up.  
God spoke about this setting being messed up in Israel, and it is messed up in us too…

Set On Stupid
Hebrews 3:10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err in their heart.

God said of Israel, they have a setting off, and because of that setting they always do the wrong thing.  They always are messing up and making the wrong choice, doing the wrong thing.  

We have a saying about people like that.  Someone who keeps on making bad choices.   Someone who keeps on destroying their life with dumb choices.  We say they are stuck on stupid.  I would say they, like Israel, like us, are not so much stuck on stupid as they are set on stupid.  Our default factory setting, the default factory setting for humanity is set on stupid.  We come from the factory, shapen in iniquity, set on stupid.  And as a result we, like Israel, will always err, unless we consciously do the smart thing.  
Let me clarify:

Because we are shapen in iniquity, our default setting is set on stupid, and in absence of a conscience choice to do otherwise, we will always err, do stupid stuff. 
The conclusion:

If you don’t do something smart, you will do something stupid.
We are come from the factory set on stupid.  We are shapen in iniquity, we are hard wired to choose the wrong thing.  So…
When confronted with a choice…
When faced with temptation…

At the moment of decision… 

In every moment of crisis…
At every juncture where destiny depends on what we do…
If we do not do something smart, what are we, by default going to do?  

In absence of a conscience choice to override your default setting, you will do something stupid.  Because we are set on stupid.  Hence the phrase, admonition, and sermon.  

If you don’t do something smart, you will do something stupid.
Of Smart & Stupid
We like to think we have a multiplicity of options.  But actually, we have the smart choice, or the default setting.  In absence of doing the smart thing…

Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:
You are going to choose life or death, blessing or cursing.  You are going to do something smart or you are going to do something stupid. 
Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death
Matthew 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
You are going to go one of two ways.  A way to death or a way to life.  You are going to do something smart or you are going to do something stupid.  

Your options are not as broad as you think.  You have a default setting battling against you, 
If you don’t do something smart, you will do something stupid.
Over Riding The Default Setting
(Camera)

That is why over and over in the NT you are commanded to deal with your thought life.   You are commanded that your faith transcend your emotions and affect how you think.  You are commanded to take control of what and how you think.   Because God knows you are set on stupid and if you do not deliberately choose to do something smart…

Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
Phillipians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

I Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind…
II Corinthians 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Phillipians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

The Prodigal (Tell Story)

Luke 15:16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father.

This starving guy, says to himself, if I don’t do the smart thing and get up and go to my father, I will eat this hog slop.  
I am starving.  The Bible says except for a decision to get up and go to his Father he would have filled his belly  with hog slop.  
Did he want to eat hog slop? Did it look appetizing to him?  Was it something he was struggling to not do?   No.  But if he does not do the smart thing, and get up and go to his father he will automatically do the stupid thing and eat the hog slop because…

If you don’t do something smart, you will do something stupid.
If you don’t make a smart choice to go back to God there is no limit to what you will do.   Do you ever look at lives and wonder how they have sunk so low?  They came to a decision point and did not do the smart thing.  There is no other direction to go after that.  That is why nothing really surprises me.  <Hovering over the hog trough of this world…hooker stings>  Can you believe they did that?  Yeah.  They are set on stupid, that is what they are programmed to do.  

Joseph

Tears himself away from Potiphers wife.  Smart guy.  The moment she entwined her seductive fingers in his coat he knew…

II Timothy 2: 22 Flee also youthful lusts:
There are situation in life that the smart thing for you to do is run away as fast as you can.   Tear yourself free, no matter what it cost (It cost Joseph a prison sentence) and run.  When you find yourself in the grip of something that will destroy you, do something smart, run.  Because…

If you don’t do something smart, you will do something stupid.
David

II Samuel 11 – At the time when kings go to war…  This is what you are supposed to be doing.  This is the smart thing to do…
Please go do what you are supposed to be doing.   Please go do the smart thing.  Because if you don’t…

Abner
Abner had long been King Saul, first king of Israel’s general.  After the death of Saul he came to David seeking refuge.   In battle he had killed Asahel, the brother of David’s general, Joab.   He was under the covering of the King.  He was safe.  All he had to do was be smart and stay where he was.   Joab sends a message for Abner to come and meet with him. 

If you don’t do something smart, you will do something stupid.
Sometimes it is just SO smart to stay where you are safe.  

Abner leaves the safety of the kings covering, and Joab and Abishai murder him.   When David lamented Abner he had this to say…

II Samuel 3:33 And the king lamented over Abner, and said, Died Abner as a fool dieth? 34 Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into fetters.

You were not destroyed because you were bound, helpless, defenseless.  You died because you were stupid.  If you have been under this ministry any time at all and you walk into catastrophe in your life it is simply because you are not doing something smart, and by default…

There is wisdom here for you.
There is an anointing that will destroy bondage in your life.

There is wise counsel.
There is a God who will indwell you, put His spirit in you, His mind in you. 

There is a whole community of faith that comes together to create and atmosphere of faith and worship where your life can thrive. 
It is not smart to walk out from under all of that and try to live your life in any other context.   The smart thing to do is to stay…   And if you don’t do something smart…

The Bible is full of wisdom…

Cast all your cares on Him…

Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden…

If we confess our sins…He is faithful and just…

RESET –  This is not how God intended us to be…

Either a boy or a girl.  I can tell you what you are going to do.  







