Gods First Church (Part Two)
Features Of The First Church – Borne Of The Spirit
Last week I spoke to you about rediscovering God’s first Church.  We saw the significance of the Church, and we understand that God wants that church, as He planned and designed it, to be alive and thriving in the world today. 

Each age sees an incarnation of the church, and this age is no different.  But in attempting to express God’s first church we face two challenges.

1. We must accurately express the first century church.  We must look closely at the Book of Acts church and make sure that the church Jesus launched is what we are. 

2. We must connect with the complex 21st century world all around us. 

There are churches that are authentic 1st century churches, with all that means.  (Which we will explore)  But they are irrelevant and impotent when it comes to connecting with, and impacting the 21st century world they minister in.  

There are churches that connect very well with the 21st century.  But they possess none of the hall marks of the 1st century church.  

God is calling us to be the expression of the 1st Century church that can connect with the 21st century world around us.  

Last week we talked about building that church according to the plan. 

Built by Jesus

Built by Jesus

Built about Jesus

An architect can look at plans and in his mind see the building standing.  But that is not true for most of us.  When we look at plans we just see lines on paper, it is not until there is a scale model that we can look at that we realize what the plans intended.  
Not leaving anything to chance God not only gave us the plan, He left us a model.

The book of Acts is the scale model of what a church built by, on, and about Jesus looks like.    There are six features that distinguish God’s First Church. 

1. Birthed of the Spirit

For those of you who do not know.  This passage is the story of the birth of the early church. They were gathered in a room of the temple. The people assembled were the followers of Christ; many of them had seen Him after His resurrection.  They were there in obedience to the commandment of Christ, waiting for the Spirit of God that had been promised through OT prophets and Christ Himself. 

Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, (Jesus) commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

The Source Of The Sound 

God wanted there to be an unmistakable, undeniable sign that the prophesied, long promised outpouring of His Spirit upon man had arrived.  So he chose a singular thing that would publicize this event. 

It was not lightning flashing across the sky. 

It was not an angelic emissary arriving with a scroll. 

There was no new carving in stone to announce that the Spirit was here. 

No stars appeared like that one that guided the wise men to the manger. 

A prophet did not rise up as had happened in previous ages.
Rather the Bible tells us that when the time arrived for the Spirit of God to indwell man the sign that it was happening was that “suddenly there came a sound from heaven.”  Had it happened in an different time the writer might have described it as a freight train bearing down on them, or a sound like a jet engine roaring down the run way.  But the only way the writer of that age could describe it was that is was like a rushing, mighty wind.   A tornado of explosive force bearing down on them. The roaring of a tsunami that would sweep away everything in its path and forever leave the landscape irrevocably changed.  

Anyone that has ever been privileged to feel the Spirit move knows that the writer was not using hyperbole.  Is it ever like a rushing, mighty, wind.  

Blows away the fog of confusion and doubt. 

Drives out the debris of sin. 

Impresses its power and force on everything it touches until monuments that have stood for millennia topple before it.  

That is the force of the Spirit, the power of that sound they heard that day.    

What God decided to use to initiate a new interaction between God and man, the way God chose to announce His arrival into the very hearts and souls of men and women was with a thunderous, roaring, unmistakable, undeniable sound from Heaven.   

That sound was the arrival of the Spirit of God coming to live in men.   

II Corinthians 6:16 For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

That sound was God coming in Spirit form to make believers His own. 

Ephesians 1:13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

That sound was the Spirit coming to fulfill prophecy and advance the age-old plan of grace whereby God would save mankind. 

Acts 2:14 But Peter lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 16 This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

God chose as the sign of the arrival of the Holy Ghost a sound from heaven.  And if there is anything the church needs today it is to hear that sound again.  The unmistakable stamp of a first century anointing is that sound in the church.  The best thing that could happen to us is to hear that sound from heaven that would assure us the Holy Ghost is bearing down on us like a freight train.   The sign of the Spirits coming was a sound from heaven and we desperately need to hear that sound again.  

The Essential Sound
This sound, the Holy Ghost, is so essential that Jesus told the first believers, get in one place, and don’t leave until you hear from me.  You just stay put, as a matter of fact, don’t go outside until you hear the sound, until the Spirit gets there. 

Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 

There needs to be a new imperative for the church. (to decide) We are not leaving until we hear that sound…  We are not doing anything until we hear that sound… We don’t move in any direction until He moves…  Why don’t we establish a new high water mark for church and just say it isn’t church until the Spirit moves?  Up till then it’s just a get together.  We will know we are having New Testament church when we start to hear that sound.  (When we know assuredly that the Holy has arrived.)

If it is a right commandment from Christ to the first believers I suspect it makes sense for us as well.   This is just good strategy.  Don’t move until you hear that sound from heaven.

Acts 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

Two things you need to note about this verse.

1. It was not wind that filled the house, it was the sound. 

2. It filled the house. 

Light can be confined to one room, or even a part of that room.  A closed door or a wall can block wind.  But sound travels.  It permeates every crevasse; it is pretty much impossible to ignore.  It is inescapable. Physicist claim that every sound ever made is still reverberating throughout the universe.  You cannot escape sound.  Anybody ever put a pillow over your head to try and drown out the noise of your spouse snoring?  If you don’t like what you see you can always turn your head, but a sound?  It fills every space.  That’s what we need, a sound from heaven that leaves no part of the church untouched.  We don’t need a tablet of stone we have to come to; we need a move of the Spirit that will chase us down.  It is borne out in the book of Acts that it was the sound from heaven that gave the gospel it’s explosive force because it could not be contained within the walls of the church.  We need a sound from heaven that will fill the house. 

We don’t need something going on that impacts the young people and leaves the senior saints snoozing. 

We don’t need something to erupt in children’s church while the college kids get more and more spiritually lethargic. 

We don’t need light in the choir while the usher team is in the dark. 

One segment of the church having revival while others are left out is not going to cut it.  

Mom and dad cannot be on fire while the kids are untouched.
We must have the sound from heaven that will fill the house. A sound that impacts everybody.  Some may not like it, some may get up and leave, but nobody will be able to deny it.   And that is the pre-eminent need of the church in this hour.  A sound that you can’t get away from, can’t deny, can’t shut it down or shout over it, can’t drown it out, or ignore it.  We need that sound from heaven, a Holy Ghost deluge that will fill this entire house. You know it is the real deal when it fills the whole space it comes into.   

Real Audio
If we purpose to be an authentic 1st century church we need to hear the same sound.
John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Implicit in that commandment of Christ is the fact that some do not worship in the Spirit.  But they are probably convinced that they do.  Like Samson, the Judge over Israel they mistake their own effort for the Spirit of God. 

This is perhaps the most tragic story in the entire Bible.  Let me give you just the basics.  Samson had been chosen by Gods to be a liberator for God’s people.  There were key moments in the life of Samson when the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord would “come upon” him and in those moments he would possess a superhuman strength.  I will not go into a list of his exploits, suffice it to say that he was a terror to the oppressing Philistines and a hero to God’s people.   

The source of His strength was the Spirit that would come upon him.  Samson foolishly revealed his secret to Delilah who, while he was sleeping, shaved his head breaking his covenant with God and sent for his enemies.  This passage has haunted me for years.

Judges 16:20 And Delilah said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. 

I have read exhaustively every exploit of Samson, how he slaughtered thousands with the jawbone of a donkey, ripped city gates from their hinges, set fields ablaze, on and on he tormented the enemies of God.  On each occasion the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. (Judges 14:19)  What I have utterly failed to find is anywhere that Samson shook himself and caused his own strength to increase.  He never understood the source of His strength.  Some how he got the idea that it was something he was doing. As a matter of fact not only did he think he could shake himself this time and get the job done, he was convinced that is how it had happened before.  

He never shook himself.  It was always the spirit of God, never Samson. The curse of Pentecost is that we have learned to have church.  We know exactly how to sing what to sing what to say what inflection of voice to use.  We can shake a lot, but it means nothing without the sound.  We get in a jam, things turn on us and we decide well, we will just shake ourselves like we used to.  But it has never been us.  Anything of note we ever did was borne of the Spirit of God.  Samson shook himself…

Judges 16:21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.

If, after all the religious shaking is over…

You are still blind and cannot see an answer, cannot see yourself, cannot see God’s purpose for you, cannot discern God.  You are still staggering blindly.
If you have a good religious shaking but about the time you hit the parking lot you realize your are still bound by all the junk that had you before you ever went to church.

You walk away from the religious experience but still find that you are grinding away fruitlessly, chained to futility, just grinding away hopelessly.
If that is your condition after the shaking I humbly suggest you still have not heard that sound.  And you need to get back to that place and stay there until you are endued with power from on high.  
But in too many instances the church has shaken itself and suffered the fate of Sampson.  Because he never realized the absolute essentiality of the Spirit of God  in order to fulfill his destiny…

Samson, once powerful and mighty, once feared, had been reduced to entertainment for the Philistines.  When his attempts to shake himself failed, they took him captive and ripped out his eyes.  They made the shambling giant grind like a beast, and then dance for their amusement.  In the former feared one is an image of the modern church. 

· Stripped of vision. Blind.

· Chained to endless futile repetition.  Grinding at the wheel. 

· Debased from former glory.  In his full strength Samson would have NEVER tolerated what He now tolerates. 

· Serving as entertainment for the masses.  (TBN, current Christianity)
Judges 16: 25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him between the pillars. 26 And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them. 27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson made sport. 28 And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. 30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
He prays the prayer at the pillar.  This is the prayer of a church that is wanting more than anything else to hear the sound.

· Restore my strength.  (Make me what I once was)

· Let me die. (I have lived my whole life for me, now I am ready to die for something greater)  The modern church has to die so that the 1st Century church can be reborn.
· Exerts all of his strength.  (Marriage of prayer and our effort.  It is yet to be seen what a church fully focused and committed can accomplish.  What if we pour EVERY resource we can get into the purpose of the Kingdom, not trying to save our own life in the process.  God does not call us to die, but He does call us to lay down our life.  And there is a difference…

Sampson in his dying did more damage to the enemies of God than he had in his whole life.  

So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
If we can die to all our flesh wants us to be, and become God’s first church, built according to the plan, if we can pray the prayer at the pillar, the will be no calculating the impact the world around us. 

We must be built according to the plan.

We must be born of the Spirit. 

