Gods First Church
Matthew 16:18 I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
It is staggering to consider the things God left to men.  Even when humanity consistently failed to deliver according to the expectation of God, God has always entrusted man with his greatest purposes.   

· To man was given the privilege of dominion over the planet and it’s resources.  God turned the entirety of the newly created planet over to humanity. God has always entrusted man with his greatest purposes.
· His entire honor is entrusted to the faithfulness of Job.

· To one man is given the plans and responsibility for the continuation of life on Earth.   God entrusts Noah with the purpose of building the vehicle that will ensure the continuation of life on earth. God has always entrusted man with his greatest purposes.   
· The hope of producing a seed that would bring redemption for humanity resided with the ability of one man to be faithful, Abraham.  In Abrahams ability and willingness to hear, obey, and stay faithful was resting God’s plans for the redemption of mankind. God has always entrusted man with his greatest purposes.   
· The redemption of humanity was entrusted to a young teenaged girl and a carpenter. God has always entrusted man with his greatest purposes.   
Over and over God would bring humanity into what He was doing.   This has always been God’s way.  What He could do in a moment He will allow humanity to labor at for years.   

Centuries pass from the day Abraham left Ur until a nation stands occupying Canaan.   Decades are spent building an ark with crude implements.  What God could do in a moment He allows humanity to labor at until it comes to fruition.   God brings man into His greatest projects, makes him part of He greatest purposes.  
This was always the pattern until a new thing is announced.  Something was to be formed in earth, unlike anything the world had seen before.   A unique vehicle, an organism and an organization that would impact the world and be the seed bed for what God would do in the earth.  And when it came time to launch this new thing God departed from what had been the standard operating procedure.  
Where He gave detailed direction and freed Adam to administer…
Where He gave exhaustive instructions and set Noah to work…
Where He formed a clearly outlined covenant with Abraham and entrusted His purpose to Abrahams faithfulness to that covenant…
Where He placed plans in the hands of Moses and allowed the people to construct the Tabernacle…
When God launches this new thing there is a radical departure from what has been S.O.P.

I will build my church…

The significance of the church is seen in one simple thing.  The building of it would not be entrusted to any man, not to any group of men, but Jesus Himself declared, I  will build my church.  What has been the favored strategy of God when launching new endeavors for man for 4000 years is overturned with one statement… I will build my church.
There could have been no stronger statement about the import of the church than this statement by Jesus  I will build my church…
Since the sixth day of creation this is the first thing God purposed to build HIMSELF.  
As if the fact that He is the builder is not statement enough, He didn’t stop there.  
Not only is he the builder but according to Ephesians 2:20 He is the foundation upon which the church was to be built. Not only was He the builder, but the stone upon which it was to be built.  

Ephesians 2: 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
He is the builder.

He is the building. 

The first church was built by Jesus.
The first church was built on Jesus.

The first church was claimed by Jesus as belonging particularly to Him.  (I will build my church)

My church

My Bride

My Beloved

The apple of MY eye

My people.

My Sheep

The significance of the church, the absolute essentiality of its being right is seen in these facts.
1. Jesus trusted no one else to build it.

2. Jesus would not have it built on anything else. 

3. Jesus declared that is belonged exclusively to him. 

It is any wonder that Jesus made the following statement about the church.

The gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

This statement contains the reason why Jesus must be both builder and building.  Hell itself would come against this thing called the church.  Implicit in this statement is the truth that every force of hell would array against this entity called the church.  Jesus insured that it would not fall to any assault of Hell. 
There is the parable of the man who built upon the sand and the man who built upon the rock.  A storm blows against their respective houses.  This is not a story of storms, it is a story of foundations.  Implied in the parable is the truth that while there is no escape from the storm, there is a building that can withstand the storm, providing it has the right foundation.  

Knowing the storms the church would have to withstand…

-Persecution, ancient and modern.

-False doctrine

-Division

-Entire global powers arrayed against it.

-The defining cultures of each age attempting to crush it. 

Jesus declared HIMSELF to be the foundation upon which the church would be built, INSURING that as long as HE lives the CHURCH stands. 

The purest expression of the church is a church
Built by Jesus

Built on Jesus.

Belonging wholly to Jesus. 

This is the purest expression of the church, and this is the most powerful expression of the church. 

Where Jesus is both Founder and Foundation. 

A careful search of the gospels will reveal that Jesus did not make many statements about the church.   The only other place Christ specifically refers to the church is in the context of church discipline in Matthew 18.  This is the pattern Christ gave us for a church that Hell cannot prevail against.  This is the structure Christ ordained for the church. 
Built by Jesus.

Built on Jesus.

Belongs to Jesus. 

This is Gods First Church.  

This is the church that triumphs over the best effort of Hell. 

This is the church that erupted out of the upper room in Jerusalem. 
This is the church that swept across the Roman empire. 

This is the church that grew explosively across Asia Minor. 

This is the miraculous church or Acts that prayed church leaders out of prison, saw the dead raised to life, saw blinded eyes opened, watched demons come under subjection, and advanced the kingdom of God.  

If we desire to replicate that church then we have to go back to THAT structure. 

More Jesus and less of everything else.

There is a lot of talk today about redefining the church.

There is a lot of talk about reinventing the church.

What need to happen in all actuality is the rediscovery of the church of Jesus Christ.  
According To The Pattern
To Noah there was given a pattern for the ark. 
To Abraham there was given a pattern for the Tabernacle. 

The only effective ark was one built according to the pattern.

The tabernacle only fulfills its purpose if it is built exactly according to the pattern. 

The force of a thing, the import of a thing, the effectiveness and truth of something could not be seen outside of its pattern.  

The ark never floats and fulfills its destiny of not built according to the pattern given by God.  Any deviation from the pattern will sabotage the purpose of the ark. 

Worship is never seen and understood outside of the context of the Tabernacle.   The efficacy of redemption is seen in the absolute exactness of the pattern.   This was meant to cast a shadow across NT truth.  Any deviation from the pattern perverts the illumination of truth in the NT.

Because the church is built and is being built in every generation it is imperative that we build it according to the pattern.  Any deviation from the pattern will rob the church of its purpose and destiny.  


It will become an ark that is floundering in the sea of this age. 

It will become a pattern that distorts what kingdom life is supposed to be.  

If the church is ineffective, if the church is not fulfilling its purpose, if any generation of the church does not fulfill it’s mandate, it is because we have deviated from the pattern.  

Anything not built by, on, and belonging to Jesus is not an authentic expression of the church.  It may be an authentic expression of good marketing, it may be an authentic expression of human ability.  It may be an authentic expression of community. But it is not God’s First Church..  

We are inviting you to join us in seeing a church in this generation that is built by Jesus, built on Jesus, and belongs to Jesus.  We are inviting you to help rediscover God’s First Church.   But it has to be built according to the pattern.  
This means it is built by Jesus. 

· Not by marketing.

· Not by cultural relevance.

· Not by tradition. 

· Not even by doctrine. 

Christ has to become a reality in our hearts, in our lives, and in the very life blood of this church. 

Christ in you the hope of Glory…

No longer I that lives, but Christ in me…

The only way this church is built by Christ is for Christ to become the prevailing reality in each of us that are committed to building God’s first church.  In the weeks to come we are going to take an in depth look at WHAT that church looked like, but we cannot program to make that church a reality, it only becomes a reality when Christ becomes the prevailing reality in all of us. 
This means built on Jesus.
· Not built on personality.

· Not built on talent. 

· Not built on any agenda.

Built on the person, the reality, of Christ lived out in all of our lives.  What we want to build is something that outlives all of us.  Endures beyond the scope of our days.   If this church is built on anything other than Jesus, that will not happen.
This means built about Jesus.

· Not about advancing doctrine.

· Not about advancing people. 

· Not about advancing any agenda

It is about advancing Jesus into the hearts of people, into our community.  

We are going to rediscover and be part of the building of God’s First Church in our generation.  
