From Shipmates To Soulmates / Chart A Course To Oneness
At a conference I was sharing a room with another pastor.  Late one night we were sitting up talking and we had the TV on.  Just kind of providing some background noise.  As we were talking his wife called and while he took the call I started doing some channel surfing. This was some time ago yet I was already in the process of putting together resources and ideas for this weekend.  So you can imagine my curiosity was aroused when I saw the opening credits for a show called “ShipMates”.  Well I just had to watch this amazing bit of entertainment.   Let me read you Shipmates own description of their show from their web site. 

It’s the ultimate dating challenge: 3-Days, 2- Nights, 1-date...No Escape, all on board a luxury cruise ship sailing to exotic destinations. 

SHIPMATES follows a single couple for 72 hours in each episode, from their initial meeting upon arrival at the Carnival Cruise Lines “Fun Ship”…all the way to their farewells, fond or otherwise. With tongue-in-cheek humor, SHIPMATES captures the participants’ three-day arc of magical moments, sexual tension, exposed emotions and even outright confrontation. In addition to what’s captured during their encounters, each participant shoots his or her own private video, revealing final thoughts about the experience. 

(experience this magical entertainment for yourself)

Well, Shipmates is schlock entertainment at it’s mind-numbing worse.  But it got me thinking.  A lot of couples are really nothing more than shipmates when God called us to be soulmates. 

Matthew 19:3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"  4  "Haven't you read," Jesus replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,’ 5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

God said for the man and his wife to be one flesh.  No longer two but one.  That is the command of God.  

God’s purpose, God’s intent, God’s design is for you two to become one. The plan and design for your marriage is oneness.  You are not to be shipmates, you are to be soulmates.  There is a huge difference.  I want you to think about your marriage and really try to determine if you are shipmates or soulmates.  

Shipmates share a space.  Soulmates share a life. 

Too many couples are glorified roommates.  They eat and sleep under the same roof but are both immersed in their own life, their own career, and their own interests.  The only interest they have in what their spouse is doing is to see how it affects their own plans. Soulmates are into the details of each other’s life.  One thing I love about my wife is that that she feels as much ownership and passion for the things I do as I do. For soulmates every decision is determined by how it affects the couple.  
Shipmates are on the same ship.  Soulmates are on the same journey.   Some couples share the same bank account, house, and bed.  They share the responsibility for the daily ship chores.  But they are headed in different directions.  Couples are usually not blown apart, they don’t even drift apart.  They have been on two different headings for a long time until one day it just doesn’t make sense to try and make one ship go both places anymore.  Do you know where you are going as a couple?  Do you know where you want to arrive at?  Financially?  Spiritually?  (how about setting out a service project as a long term goal)  See, people that become (Notice that word) soulmates have a shared vision for their life.   
Shipmates are on a pleasure cruise.  Soulmates are on a voyage of discovery. The second it ceases to be fun the shipmates are losing interest.  When the inevitable storm hits the shipmates assume that it must be their particular ship, or somehow the fault of their shipmate.  Maybe if I get another shipmate there won’t be any storms.  (There is some sound logic)  Soulmates are on a voyage to discover life together.  The words for better or worse come to mind.  Some of the greatest discoveries I have made about life, my wife, and myself are the result of devastating storms of life.  Couples that bail during the rough times will never reach certain levels of intimacy and fulfillment.  

Shipmates hope it works. Soulmates have made it work. 

The thinking of the shipmates goes something like, Hopefully the pieces will fall into place, hopefully we will have good chemistry, hopefully we will have shared interest, and hopefully it works.  Soulmates have made it work.  By that I mean they approach marriage with a sense of fun, a sense of adventure, but also with a tremendous work ethic.  They work at it and in working at it they make it work.  

Shipmates are in it for themselves.  Soulmates are in it for each other.
The goal of the shipmate is to find fulfillment, pleasure, and satisfaction for themselves.  And the second that does not happen they are out of there.  It is over, they are off the boat because they are in it for themselves. 

· Are their certain conditions that if they come to pass you will leave the marriage? 

· If he ever cheats on me…

· I will not live with this tension…

· If I ever feel you are holding me back from my potential…

· If you do not receive a certain things in this marriage will you look elsewhere for those things?  (What if your partner was incapacitated, through no fault of their own, and could no longer provide those things.) 

· I just don’t feel fulfilled, I am not happy…

· I am not sexually satisfied…

· This is not an economic status I am willing to live with…

· You don’t support me…

· You are not there for me…

· Do you feel like there are minimums in married life, and as long as you fulfill the minimum your spouse should be ok with that?  

· Hey, I provide for my family…that is enough…

· I give you sex, what else do you want…

· Do you feel like there are limits to what you should be personally required to sacrifice for the sake of the marriage?

(With the understanding that there are always exceptions and extreme circumstances) If you answered yes to any of these you probably have kind of a shipmate mentality.  Since they are one, soulmates understand that every sacrifice for their spouse is sacrifice for themselves, every effort to bless and enrich their mate is ultimately a blessing for themselves.  

The goal of shipmates is self-fulfillment, 

the goal of soulmates is oneness.

Bible Oneness
As far as God is concerned oneness is more than a marital aspiration, it is the purpose of marriage.  Remember what we learned in the Pleasure Island session?  

· The man and woman joining together in marriage give a complete image of God.

· The man and woman joining together in marriage represent Christ and the church.

The only way these things happen is if you are more than shipmates, you must be soulmates, you must truly become one or the purpose of God for marriage, your marriage is not fulfilled. 

God sees oneness as essential.

Matthew 12:25  And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 

Jesus had some pretty absolute views on this unity/oneness thing.  He understood we couldn’t just co-exist and hang together.  (remember shipmates share a ship, soulmates a journey)  He understood we are moving, not static, so if we are going to stay together we have to be moving in the same direction.  Some couples are not moving apart intentionally, they may be grieved when they realize they are, but this is what inevitably happens when you are not one. You are both moving whether you want to or not, you must make sure you are moving in the same direction. 

Luke 11:23 He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth.  

Lots of people don’t hate Jesus, they are not actively working against Him.  But since they are not with Him they will drift into a place of being at odds with Him.  The same principle holds true in your marriage.  This is how couples get at odds when there is no infidelity, no abuse, just moving in different direction.  Just no oneness.  

God sees oneness as unstoppable 

Early on man came together on the plains of Shinar to build a great tower that would reach into the domain of God.  You can read the story in Genesis 11.  It seemed like ridiculous notion.  It seems ridiculous even knowing what we have accomplished in this age.  But the scripture lets you know that they were using bricks they baked themselves, and slime as mortar.  I would not have given them a hope of building their self-aggrandizing tower.  Yet God observed what they were doing and this is what He said:

Genesis 11:6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people are one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 

They are unified in their purpose, and they are all saying the same thing.  God knows when people are unified in their purpose and are communicating that purpose to each other there is nothing imaginable that they cannot do.  To stop their evil God had to confound their language so that they could no longer communicate the vision back and forth.  Can I tell you what works for evil works for good?  The only thing the enemy has to do to get your marriage off course is to get you saying different things, to get us talking at odds with each other.  As long as you have the same heart, and are speaking the same things nothing will be restrained from you.

· They have all one language.

You need to start saying the same things in your marriage, about your marriage.  Proverbs 18:20 From the fruit of his mouth a man's stomach is filled; with the harvest from his lips he is satisfied.  21 The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.
You need to say the same things to your kids. 

You need to be saying the same things about your future. 

You need to be saying the same things apart as you do when your together. 

You can give life to your marriage or kill it by what you are saying, and God said when you start saying the same thing there is nothing you cannot accomplish. 

We can raise godly, wholesome, healthy kids if we will say the same things.
We can beat the odds and be happy together if we will say the same things.

We can reach financial peace if we will say the same things. 

We can overcome hurts and misunderstandings if we will say the same things. 

On a very practical, literal level, this can change communication in your marriage.  Repeat back to your spouse your understanding of what they tell you until you both are clear. (What I am hearing is…  this is the key phrase…chances are you are not hearing what they are saying.) 

God sees oneness as a source of blessing.

For seven verses Peter teaches marriage principles in 1st Peter 3.  This is where those hard teachings about wives submitting to their husbands are found.  But the reason those verses are so problematic for so many is because they never get past them to the wrap up.  In the 8th verse he wraps up his teaching on the subject like this.  

I Peter 3:8 Finally, be of one mind, having compassion one of another.

If you have one mind it is not so much that you are submitting to his wishes as you are submitting to him leading you to a shared vision for your life.  When you are one submission is no longer an issue for the wife, and God given authority will not be abused by the husband.  

Ephesians 5:28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. (ONENESS LOVE) He that loveth his wife loveth himself.(Because you are one)  29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. (She is bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh) 31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband. (Guys, oneness love precedes submission…the onus is on you to move your marriage toward oneness then you will see submission.)

A lot of couples have enormous problems with the authority structure of their home.  The submission thing has been abused and violated by both parties.  If we could fit it into the paradigm of our weekend, there are a lot of marriages experiencing mutiny.  Arriving at a place of oneness, husbands loving their wives as themselves, oneness love would stop a lot of that.  

And watch what happens….Let Peter finish his instruction.

I Peter 3:9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.

God knows that if you are one you will inherit a blessing on your marriage. 

Becoming Soulmates
The Bible is very clear on how to get there, how to go from being shipmates to soulmates, how to achieve oneness. 

Genesis 2:24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

Leaving That Leads
· Leave childhood.  Don & Sally Meredith have been Christian marriage counselors for more than twenty years.  Among the top five things that cause divorce they list immaturity.  You are not a kid anymore.  Quit acting like one.  Kids are self-centered.  Kids want to be indulged and tolerated.  Kids do not understand responsibility.  You got to leave all of that.

· Leave dependence.  Guys, she is not your mom she is your wife.  Ladies, that is your husband, not your dad. 

· Ambitions and plans for self, sacrifice them for the sake of the couple, for the new one.  (Nelly, My life and I have a right to it)  The first marriage was the model marriage.  I have taught that many times.  Here is something I have not shared.  Eve was deceived.  Adam was not.  She brought the fruit to Adam.  And Adam made a choice between paradise and his bride.  There really was no choice though, they were one.  Whatever happens to her happens to him.  According to Romans he was a type of Christ who stepped out of heaven for the sake of His bride, the church.  He who knew no sin…became sin for our sake.     
It is the leaving that leads to oneness.  A lot of people left the status of single but never arrived at oneness.  They are shipmates but not soulmates. 

Cleaving that causes…

After you leave, then the Bible breaks out this weird word…cleave. 

· To cling to…

· To stick to…

· Something so attached it cannot be removed by force is said to cleave.

· One translation said to attach in such a manner it cannot be scraped off.

· Mortar

You need to get so attached you don’t know where one stops and the other starts.  (catdog) (Arnold in Kindergarten Cop) That is how we have to get with our spouse.  We have to become soulmates, we have to be one.  

