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The Abundant Life Church exist to Touch, Teach, and Transform.

It is important to me that you know that the Abundant Life Church ‘s reason for being is both deeply rooted in, and directly drawn from, the Word of God.  We are people of the Word.  Without a doubt our members are encouraged to read the scriptures daily with listening ears and prayerful hearts.  Our practice is to humbly bow our spirit before the Word, knowing that when the truths it proclaims are incorporated into the way we live they will lead us to peace and oneness with God.  We wholeheartedly embrace the word of the Psalmist. 

Psalm 1:1 Blessed (happy) is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

How blessed and happy are those who have chosen to be directed by God’s word.  The experiences and personal observations of fifty-three years have taught me that the precepts and promises of God’s Word provide the world’s only unshakable foundation.   The Psalmist David, a King of Israel, gave us this knowledge about the Word of God. 

Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8  The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9  The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous.

10  They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 11  By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

Although I will not take time to make extensive references to Psalm 119 at this time, I would encourage you to carefully perceive the repeated point of emphasis in this, the longest of chapters in the Holy Scriptures, and note the blessings tied to the keeping of God’s commandments.  Though for time’s sake I would, if I could, refrain from mentioning these verses, I cannot.  In verses ten through sixteen, hear the Psalmist’s heart.  

Psalm 119:10 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 12 Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees. 13  With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth. 14  I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. 15  I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways. 16  I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.

We, as a church family at Abundant Life, are determined that it will never be said of us as it was said of Israel in the days of the prophet Amos:

Amos 4:6 My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.

We will continually give ourselves, as a people, to prayerful understanding and application of the scriptures, making certain that our ways, as much as is possible, will please the Lord. 

Should any of our beliefs or customs at Abundant Life need explanation be quick to ask for that explanation.  We will not be offended in the least for being given the opportunity to show its’ basis in God’s Word. 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
As a church family, there are three things that we feel God, through His word, is leading us to “be” and “do”.  It is through these three activities that we will fulfill our purpose, both collectively and as individuals.  

Abundant Life Church and each individual

   in it exists to touch, teach, and transform.
The Abundant Life Church exists to touch…

Touching has to do with expressing our love first to God and then to our fellow man through worship and ministry.   

This wholehearted love for God and our Brothers and Sisters is central, it is foundational, to both the Old and the New testament concept of discipleship.

Deuteronomy 6: 3  Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you. 4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Matthew 22:35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36  "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"

37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

According to these two passages of scripture, the last one being a direct statement of Christ, the touchstone of the Christian life is summed up in two things:

1. Passionately and visibly loving God.

2. Passionately and demonstratively loving your fellow man.  

The reason we are commanded to love God with all our hearts is that we are creatures blessed with hearts made to love that will always reach out to embrace something and be influenced by that which we love either for good or evil.  Therefore, it was with our good in mind that the Lord commanded us to focus all our affections upon Him and after that our Brothers and Sisters.   So, one of the foundational elements, making up the purpose of the Abundant Life Church, is the commitment to teach people to touch God and their fellow man through worship and ministry.    

The abiding love for God and our fellow man is set apart by our Lord as the continuing mark and evidence of discipleship.  

John 13:34  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

The disciple John, in his letter to the early believer, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, again stressed the importance of love.

II John 1:3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 4  I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.5  And now I beseech thee, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.

I John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us. 20  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 21  And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 

I John 3: 14  We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 15  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

The truth is that anyone who will fulfill the first and the second most important commandments will in the process of so doing fulfill all the law.  (See the Ten Commandments)  It is true that love conquers all!  For those who truly love, no other commandment is required.  When our hearts are filled with love for God and one another, the enemy can find no place in us to abide, and God has free reign in our hearts.  

The following scriptures clearly state the importance of loving God  and seeing love for Him manifest in our love for one  another.

John 15:12-14,17

I John 2:4-11  /  3:14-19  / 3:23-24 / 4:7-12,19-21

It is the will of God that we love in both word and deed and that by our fruits we will be known as belonging to Him. 

James 1:14-18 , 22-27

Matthew 25:31-40

Galatians 5:19-26

The Abundant Life Church Exists to teach…
Teaching has to do with sharing the life-changing message of the birth, life, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and promised return of Jesus our Lord and Savior in Glory. 

This is what is referred to as the Gospel, or The Good News.  Witnessing through a variety of means and methods throughout our community is the way God has chosen to introduce Himself into our world. He wishes to be made known to each generation through the anointed and inspired lives of His friends, His children, in whom He dwells.  It is through the things we are personally taught about God, that we are equipped to teach others about Him.  

The teaching ministry of the Abundant Life Church is for the dual purpose of edification and evangelism.   It is for both the encouragement and spiritual growth of the believers as well as the evangelization of those who have not yet committed their lives to Jesus.  It is the desire of the Abundant Life Church to be continually proclaiming the joyous life changing message of Jesus unto the believers so they will always have some new understanding of His nature and ways to share it with everyone they know.  As wonderful as it is to know the Lord, it is perhaps even more wonderful to have the privilege of introducing others to Him.  

Matthew 24:14  And this gospel o f the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; (KJV)

Matthew 28:19  “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit” (KJV)

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the (your) world, and preach the gospel to every creature.16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. (KJV)

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

The man or woman who is following hard after God will never ask the question “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:25) but rather “What will thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:3-7), realizing that following salvation comes a marvelous opportunity to give back to God through service.  God is allowing us to join with Him in becoming ministers of grace, the rescuers of our generation!  This is how we invest in eternity!

The Abundant Life Church exists to transform… 

Transformation has to do with discipleship, becoming more like Christ and letting our transformed lives transform our homes and communities in which we live. This is the result of discipleship. 

This transformation is the result of filling our eyes with Jesus and daily becoming more and more like Him.  We call it holiness by addition not subtraction.  It is the result of adding to our faith.  

II Peter 1: 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.5  For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6  and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7  and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, 11  and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

Ephesians 4:12 …the body of Christ be built up 13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (NIV)

Matthew 5:13  "You are the salt of the earth. 14  "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  16  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (NIV)

The process of transformation will be ongoing until the Lord returns for those who look for His appearing in the clouds of glory.  At that point the transformation process will be finished and we will stand complete in Him. 

I Corinthians 15:51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55  "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.

57  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58  Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

I Thessalonians 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.

14  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15  According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18  Therefore encourage each other with these words.
TOUCH
Matthew 22:37  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind” (KJV)

Just moments ago I told you that we have been created by God to have a personal relationship with Him.  I told you that God loves us and desires that we love Him.   We know that if we are going to love someone, we have to know that person.  The same is true with God.  So, how do we get to know God and have a personal relationship with Him?



“Some important facts to remember”

·          WE are made in the image and likeness of God, which means:

· We are self-aware.  You are able to ask the questions:  “Who am I and why am I here” 

· We are moral beings.  We can choose between right and wrong and know when we are wrong because of our conscience.  (A dog is unable to know right from wrong) We are free will beings and have been given the privilege of choice. 

WE have made bad choices.  We have sinned and that sin has separated us from God.  (Adam and Eve)

· Romans 3:23  “ For all have sinned and all fall short of God’s glorious standard” (KJV)

· I John 1: 8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

          We cannot bridge the gap that sin has created between God and us. 

There are some commonly held beliefs that lead people to think that they can with their own power bridge the gulf, but as you can see in the Bible these beliefs will lead you wrong:

· I believe in God
· James 2:19 “Do you still think it is enough just to believe that there is one God?  Well, even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror!”

If believing in God were all it took, then the demons of hell would be in a saving relationship with God.  Simply professing our belief in God is not enough.

· I vow I will be a better person. 
· Better than whom?  All of us are a little streaky!  There is none that is able to be called good…not one. 
· Joshua 2:10  “ The person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as the person who has broken all of God’s laws.”

· Isaiah 64: 6  All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;

· Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;  

We cannot live a life that is perfect enough for us to be accepted by God as we are.  Even our very best effort, our “righteous acts” fall way short.  Being a “good person” does not mean we are in a saving relationship with God.

Remember the story of the two men who attempted to swim the Atlantic form N.Y.C. to London?  The truth is there is little difference between the drunkard and the saint when compared to the righteousness of God!  
· I attend church faithfully. 
· Romans 10:2-3 “ I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal.  For they don’t understand God’s way of making people right with Himself.  Instead, they are clinging to their own way of getting right with God…”

· Amos 5: 4  For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: 5  But seek not Bethel,(The House of God) nor enter into Gilgal, (The Place Of The Tabernacle) 6  Seek the LORD, and ye shall live;

· Matthew 23: 23  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 24  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 25  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 29  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 30  And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 31  Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. 32  Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33  Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 34  Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 35  That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 36  Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. 37  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 38  Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.

It is not enough to attend church regularly, or have a relationship with a certain church.  That is religion. Only by entering into the one-on-one relationship with God in the way God designed it are we acceptable to Him.  What ALC desires is for you to “understand God’s way of making people right with Himself” and for you to obey it.

· I have always been a Christian. 
· This statement has never been true of anyone except Christ Himself. 
· John 1:12-13  “But to all who believed Christ and accepted Him, God gave the right to become children of God.  They are reborn! This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan -–this rebirth comes from God.”

· John 3: 3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

· Romans 8: 9  You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

· Matthew 7: 21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Many who claim to have always been a Christian do not understand that they must be born again of the water (baptism) and the Spirit (Holy Ghost infilling) before they will ever have a chance to be like Christ! 

As the scriptures we just read proclaim, it is no more possible for a man to transform himself than for a leopard to change its spots, but thank God He has provided the way for our transformation through Jesus Christ. 

John 14:6  “ I am the way, the truth, and the 

life.  No one can come to the Father except through 

me.”

· God knows you intimately and loves you completely.  When God sees your life, He sees all of it – the good and the bad. (All of us are a little streaky… remember?)

· Jesus came to die as a payment for our sin.  – Isaiah 53:6  “All of us have strayed away like sheep.  We have left God’s paths to follow our own.  Yet the Lord laid on him the guilt and sins of us all.”  

· Jesus paid in full for our sins – John 19:30 “ IT is finished!” (tetelestai)

· The resurrection is proof that the wages of all sin were settled on the cross. 

WE are able to receive the gift of forgiveness by sincerely repenting

 and putting our trust in what Jesus did for us on the cross.

· Trusting Christ completely, like a bungee jumper trusts the bungee cord tied to his ankle, or the sky diver his chute, we must receive the gift of forgiveness and a new life in Christ. 

If you have never understood that you are a sinner, (one who has committed sin), and asked Jesus to forgive you for those sins, I want to invite you to pray with me and do that right now.  This will be the beginning of your brand new relationship with God. This is how you begin to close that distance between you and God. 

Join with me in making that first step right now.  Could we bow our heads together.  Please repeat after me.

“Jesus, thank you for creating me.  I know that I have sinned and need your forgiveness.  I believe that You died on the cross for all of my sins.  Please forgive me for my sins. I now receive that forgiveness and invite You to come live in me.  I give control of my life to You.  I want to be filled with the Holy Ghost and walk in the newness of life.  Thank you for loving me and giving me the opportunity to become a Christian.  In Jesus Name I Pray. Amen.”

Once you have started the journey toward God there are some additional steps you will need to take and the first of these is believers baptism.  Lets read a portion of the first message preached when the Lord established His church on the Day of Pentecost.

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 40  And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

1. Baptism
2. What is Believers baptism? 

Believers baptism is a:

a. Public declaration of your faith in Christ – “going public”

· Luke 9:26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.

b. Perfect illustration of your death, burial and resurrection in Christ – immersion/baptizo.

· Romans 6:3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

c. Personal identification with Christ and His church – the wedding ring of the Christian experience. 

3. Baptism by immersion is required for membership at The Abundant Life Church. It is important that we follow the New Testament example established by the believers in the early church.  
Matthew 3: 13  Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14  But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 15  Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 16  As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17  And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

4. Acts 8:36-39 / 10:47-48 / 19:1-5

5. Baptismal Celebrations take place every month. (Sign-up at the Information Booth, or at the end of this class.)

Infilling
1. After we have repented and been baptized God has promised to

fill us with the Holy Ghost. The eternal spirit of God will 

take up residence in us. 

        - 
Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission    of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

2. The infilling of the Holy Spirit is a necessary part of being a Christian.

a. Gives us entrance into eternal life. 

· John 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God

b. Is as vital as water baptism in being identified with Christ.

· Romans 8: 5  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

3. It is the infilling of the Holy Ghost that empowers us to be 

Christians.

c. Power to witness

· Acts 1: 8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

b. Power to be free from sin.

· II Corinthians 3:17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

· Romans 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

c. Power to be raptured.

· Romans 8: 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Communion
1. Celebration and remembrance of what Christ has done for us.

Matthew 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 28  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29  I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."

I Corinthians 11:23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."
Once you have begun the  Christian walk you will have the privilege and responsibility to take the good news that Jesus saves to your world.  The Bible teaches that when God takes up residence inside a human heart He empowers that person to tell the world the saving Gospel.  (Good news)  Acts 1: 8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. You have extended yourself to touch God, now your life will take on a new depth and purpose as you reach out to touch your world with the love of Christ.  As you continue to involve yourself in the Abundant Life Church by attending the 200 and the 300 we will help you figure out the best way for you to touch your fellow man with the love of Christ.  We will also show you some practical ways you can get started through the various ministries of this church.

TEACH
Matthew 28:19  “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

How did you first come to the Abundant Life Church?
1. Someone invited you

2. Sign

3. Web site

4.  Transfer from out of state church

4. Drive-by attendee

5. Other

1. Invite, Invite, Invite.
2. Since most people come to The Abundant Life Church because somebody invited them, and since you know people I will never know, it is your privilege to invite, invite, invite!

3. A church that is doing what God commanded it to do will grow and growth means more people. More people means more opportunity to teach and minister the grace of God.

The Abundant Life Church is a contemporary church designed to reach people.
1. A Contemporary church uses methods (music, audio/visual, drama, etc.)  that are relevant to the culture it is trying to reach.   

IMPORTANT: The methods may vary and change, but the 

message is always the same – Jesus Christ.

2. Let’s make a deal.  “ We will work hard to make the services 

     compelling and creative.  You bring them in!”

TRANSFORM
  The Abundant Life Church wants to provide the solid Bible

  preaching, powerful worship experiences, and spiritual support that

will enable you to become like Christ.  We want to be an integral part  in your transformation into the image of Christ.  We also are 

passionate about the fact that you have a unique ministry.  The special gifts you bring to the Body of Christ will help the church transform our culture.

Matthew 28:20 “Teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.”

The Abundant Life Church provides a path to Christian maturity – to win the Christian race.  We offer many resources to help you transform into the image of Christ.

1. The Net – small groups that meet for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. 

As we grow larger we must grow smaller

2. 12:32 – College and career age singles ministry.

3. The Elim Experience – A midweek worship and preaching service that is designed for families that are challenged by the hectic pace of metropolitan living. 

4. HOMEBASE – A family life and marriage enrichment ministry.

5. Seminars – marriage, divorce recovery, financial, etc.

6.  Men’s and women’s ministries

7. On Target Prayer – “prayer in action” service.
The Abundant Life Church provides a path for newcomers to become grounded and integrated into the life of the church through our Plano 300 classes.

1. The 100 – Get Ready!

2. The 200 – Get Set!

3. The 300 – Go!

CHURCH STRUCTURE
The goal of ALC’s structure is to maximize ministry and minimize maintenance.
The Abundant Life Church is a staff-led church
1. The PASTORS are the ADMINISTRATORS – called to lead and vision cast.  One of our primary goals is to help you discover your unique place in the body of Christ, equip you to minister in that place, and create the opportunities for your gifts to be maximized.

2. The MEMBERS are the MINISTERS – the ministry of the church is delegated to the members by the pastors. 

What kind of church is Abundant Life?
1. Bible-based church

2. Christ-following church

3. Spirit-filled church

The financial picture at The Abundant Life Church.
1. Ministry Leadership Team (paid staff) – hired by the Senior Pastor.

2. ALC is operated on the tithing and free will offerings of the members.

3. ALC is heavily involved in supporting mission events abroad, and supporting grass roots ministries locally. 

4. It currently takes more than $50,000 each month to operate the church.

Tithing and Giving
1. ALC talks about money and the importance of tithing. A large portion of the Bible talks about money, we are not afraid of the subject.  It takes money to operate a church.  It is part of every Christians privilege and duty to support the cause of Christ. To learn more about our teaching on finances please attend the 200 next month.  

CONCLUSION
Three Choices
1.If you  want to join The Abundant Life Church today please 

  stay seated after the closing prayer and we will welcome you  into

  the Abundant Life Church.

2. If you are not ready to join today, later when you are ready, 

     bring your certificate of completion to one of the pastors or to

     the Information Booth. You may be dismissed after the closing

     prayer.

3. If the Abundant Life Church is not the church for you, that’s okay.  We are not for everyone, but we encourage you to find a Bible-believing church where you can be involved.   Thanks for taking the time to worship with us.  It has been a joy to have you in our midst!  If you have any need in the future that you think we could help you with, please be quick to call!







